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Walkover Survey of Ramblerôs Rest Grassland ï 26th March 2025 
 

 

Kevin Jennings 

John Stiles 

Mary Wheeler 

 

Method 

An irregular pathway was taken across the area, with stops at intervals. 

 
Grassland at the Ramblerôs Rest 

 

Site 
number 

Time and grid 
ref 

% grass % bare 
earth 

% 
moss 

Number of 
plant 
species 

Plant ID Comments 

 
1 

9.40 
TQ 43674 
69853 

 
10% 

 

 
15% 

 
 

 
4 + 1 grass 

Yarrow, bulbous 
buttercup, plantain, catôs 
ear, grass 

 



 
2 

9.47 
TQ 43655 
69847 

 
5% 
fescue 

 
5% 

 
40% 

 
4 + 1 grass 

 

Bulbous buttercup, catôs 
ear, plantain, wild leek 

 

 
3 

9.55 
TQ 43619 
69811 

 
80% 
fescue 

 
5% 

 
5% 

 
5 + 2 grass 

Ribwort, catôs ear, 
bulbous buttercup, vetch, 
ragwort 

Near the London Plane ï 
dead leaves 

 
4 

10.00 
TQ 43620 
69801 

 
65% 

 
35% 

  
4+ 2 grass 

Bulbous buttercup, wild 
leek, sorrel, cow parsley 

Dead leaves ï tussocky 
grass. 

 
5 

10.07  
TQ 43622 
69794 

 
80% 
fescue 

 
10% 

 
5% 

 
6 + 2 grass 

Bulbous buttercup, sorrel, 
wild leek, yarrow, 
plantain, catôs ear 

 

 
6 

10.12 
TQ 43619 
69783 

 
90% 
fescue 

 
Less 
than 
5% 

  
5 + 2 grass 

Dandelion, 2 types of 
sorrel, plantain, wild leek 

Tussocky grass. This site was 
in last yearôs uncut refuge 
area ï cut in July and 
September 2024. 

 
7 

10.17 
TQ 43612 
69774 

 
90% 
fescue 

 
5% 

  
3 + 3 grass 

Sorrel x2, common 
chickweed 

Tussocky grass. This site was 
in last yearôs uncut refuge 
area ï cut in July and 
September 2024. 

 
8 

10.21 
TQ 43599 
69760 

 
40% 

 
5% 

  
6+ 2 grass 

Wild leek, bulbous 
buttercup, dandelion, 
vetch, sorrel, hawkweed, 
trefoil 

Tussocky grass. 

 
9 

10.27 
TQ 43590 
69777 

 
75% 

 
15% 

 
 

 
4 + 3 grass 

Cow parsley, clover, 
vetch, bulbous buttercup 

Tussocky grass. 



Comments 

¶ The site was mown and raked in March, July and September 2024, with 30% invertebrate refuge area left uncut. 

¶ 3/14 of the sites had more than 80% grass coverï in all 3, this was assessed as mainly fine grass such as fescue ï 

(0/12 in March 2024, 6/14 in 2023 and 8/14 in 2022 had more than 80% grass cover) 

¶ 3/12 had 30% or less grass cover ï (3/12, in March 2024, 4/14 in 2023 and 2/14 in 2022) 

¶ Bare earth was recorded in all sites ï (12/12 in March, 13/14 in 2023 and 2/14 in 2022) 

¶ Moss was recorded in 6/14 sites ï (2/12 in March 2024, 6/14 in 2023 and 1/14 in 2022) 

¶ Some plants typical of acid grassland were present ï Ribwort, sorrel, bulbous buttercup, fescue, mouse-ear 

hawkweed, lesser trefoil, catôs ear 

¶ Few plants were in flower, so identification was by leaf ï ID will be checked when flowers are visible. 

 
10 

10.33 
TQ 43588 
69790 

 
70% 
fescue 

 
20% 

 
Less 
than 
5% 

 
5 + 2 grass 

Sorrel, bulbous buttercup, 
clover, mouse-ear 
hawkweed, ragwort 

 

 
11 

10.36 
TQ 43592 
69803 

 
35% 
fescue 

 
65% 

  
3 + 2 grass 

Sheepôs sorrel, vetch,Ш
ƚŸƖƖĲũ 
 

Dead leaves ï under tree 

 
12 

10.42 
TQ 43584 
69820 

 
30% 

 
Less 
than 
5% 

 
40% 

 
5 + 2 grass 

Vetch, bulbous buttercup, 
mouse-ear hawkweed, 
yarrow, lesser trefoil 

Tussocky grass 

 
13 

10.49 
TQ43578 
69832 

 
40% 
fescue 

 
25% 

 
20% 

 
3 + 2 grass 

 
Bulbous buttercup, sorrel, 
mouse-ear hawkweed 

Tussocky grass, very dry, on 
west facing bank. 

 
14 

10.53 
TQ 43614 
69836 

 
90% 
fescue 

 
5% 

 
 

 
6 + 2 grass 

 
Cow parsley, plantain, 
bulbous buttercup, sorrel, 
vetch, dandelion 

 
Tussocky grass, dead leaf 
cover 



¶ The small area on the slope leading down to the cottages on Old Hill was dry, covered in moss, and was more 

typical of grassland. 

¶ An area towards the centre of the section along Old Hill was observed to have changed character significantly. 

¶ Differences in character are now becoming apparent across the site. 

 
1. 

 
 2. 

 
3. 

 
 
4. 

 
5. 

 
 
6. 



 
7. 

 
  

8. 

 
  

9. 

 
 
10. 

 
 
11. 

 
 
12. 

 
 
13. 

 
Ю 
ΝΠ 

 

 

 



 

 Walkover Survey of Ramblerôs Rest Grassland ï 31st May 2025  

  

  

Mary Wheeler  

Jenny Ball  

Siward Ball  

Kevin Jennings 

Method  

An irregular pathway was taken across the area, with stops at intervals. 1 x 1m quadrats recorded.  

Site  
number  

Time and 
grid ref  

% grass  % bare 
earth  

% 
moss  

Number 
of plant 
species  

Plant ID  Comments  

  
1  

9.53  
TQ 43667 
69833  

  
70%  
  

  
15%  

  
10  

  
13 

Ranunculus bulbosus ï bulbous 
buttercup 
Trifolium pratense ï red clover 
Plantago lanceolata ï ribwort 
plantain 
Heracleum sphondylium - hogweed 
Crepis biennis ï rough hawksbeard 
Trifolium dubium ï lesser trefoil 
Vicia sp. ï vetch 
Carex sp.- sedge 
Gallium sp. - bedstraw 
Bromus hordeaceus ï soft brome 
Bromus sterilis ï barren brome 

 Nearest main road. 



Lolium perenne ï perennial ryegrass 
Holcus lanatus -Yorkshire fog 
 
 

 

 

 

  
2  

10.10  
TQ 43662  
69813  

  
45%  

  
40%  

  
10 

  
9  
  

Crepis biennis ï rough hawksbeard 
Ranunculus bulbosus ï bulbous 
buttercup 
Plantago lanceolata ï ribwort 
plantain 
Vicia sp. ï vetch 
Bromus hordeaceus ï soft brome 
Bromus sterilis ï barren brome 
Dactylis glomerata ï cockôs foot 
Holcus lanatus ï Yorkshire fog 
Poa trivialis  - rough meadow grass 
 

Near plane treesésome 
fallen dried leaf cover. 

  
3  

10.30  
TQ 43625  
69806 

  
60%  

  
10%  

  
10% 

  
13  

Stellaria media ï common chickweed 
Gallium aparine ï cleavers 
Anthriscus sylvestris ï cow parsley 
Taraxacum agg. ï Dandelion 
Plantago lanceolata ï ribwort 
plantain 
Rumex acetosa ï common sorrel 
Vicia sp.- vetch 
Dactylis glomerata ï cockôs foot  
Lolium perenne ï perennial ryegrass 
Festuca sp. - fescue 
Holcus lanatus ï Yorkshire fog 

Near plane treesésome 
fallen dried leaf cover. 



Poa trivialis ï rough meadow grass 
Jacobaea vulgaris ï common ragwort 
 

  
4  

10.45 
TQ 43639  
69773  

  
80%  

  
10%  

 
0%  

  
8 

Ranunculus bulbosus ï bulbous 
buttercup 
Hypochaeris radicata ï cats ear 
Rumex acetosa ï common sorrel 
Plantago lanceolata ï ribwort 
plantain 
Trifolium dubium ï lesser trefoil 
Festuca sp.- fescue 
Holcus lanatus ï Yorkshire fog 
Poa trivialis ï rough meadow grass 

  

  
5  

11.00   
TQ 43602 
69771 

  
80%  

  
5%  

 
 
 
 

 
  10 % 

  
8  

Ranunculus bulbosus ï bulbous 
buttercup 
Hypochaeris radicata ï cats ear 
Trifolium pratense ï red clover 
Rumex acetosa ï common sorrel  
Rumex acetosella -sheepôs sorrel 
Crepis biennis ï rough hawksbeard 
Festuca sp.- fescue 
Holcus lanatus ï Yorkshire fog 

 

  
6  

11.10 
TQ 43590  
69786 

  
55%  

  
  15%  

 
5%  

  
7  

Ranunculus bulbosus ï bulbous 
buttercup 
Trifolium pratense ï red clover 
Pilosella officinarum ï mouse ear 
hawkweed 
Rumex acetosa ï common sorrel 
Trifolium dubium ï lesser trefoil 
Festuca sp.- fescue 

 



Holcus lanatus ï Yorkshire fog 

  
7  

11.25 
TQ 43618 
69823  

  
70%  

  
20%  

 
5%  

  
9 

Ranunculus bulbosus ï bulbous 
buttercup 
Trifolium pratense ï red clover 
Taraxacum agg. ï dandelion 
Rumex acetosa ï common sorrel 
Plantago lanceolata ï ribwort 
plantain 
Vicia sp. ï vetch 
Dactylis glomerata ï cockôs foot 
Festuca sp.- fescue 
Holcus lanatus ï Yorkshire fog 

  

  
8  

11.45  
TQ 43617 
69802 

  
65%  

  
20%  

 
5%  

  
6  

Ranunculus bulbosus ï bulbous 
buttercup 
Hypochaeris radicata ï cats ear 
Rumex acetosa -common sorrel 
Dactylis glomerata ï cockôs foot 
Festuca rubra ï red fescue 
Holcus lanatus ï Yorkshire fog 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                           

  Q1          Q2 



                           

 Q3          Q4 

                        



Q5          Q6 

                                Q7 

              Q8 

Comments  

Two quadrats had 80% grass cover ï As 2024 - none of the sites had more than 80% grass cover ï (6/14 in 2023 and 8/14 

in 2022 had more than 80% grass cover).  Only 8 quadrats recorded as grasses also recorded to species level and other 

IDs determined  

No quadrats had less than 45% grass cover. As 2024 3/12 had 30% or less grass cover ï (4/14 in 2023 and 2/14 in 2022). 

 

Bare earth was recorded in all sites as 2024  ï (13/14 in 2023 and 2/14 in 2022). 

 



Moss recorded at 5/8 sites.  As 2024 moss was recorded in 2/12 sites ï (6/14 in 2023 and 1/14 in 2022).  Appears higher % 

than previous years écould be acid grassland indicative. 

  

Some plants typical of acid grassland were present ï Ribwort, sorrel, bulbous buttercup, fescue (although not able to say 

if it was sheepôs or red fescue), common cats ear and mouse-ear hawkweed. 

 

2025 had prolonged dry weather and high temperatures from early May ï plant material esp. grasses very dry and difficult 

to determine.  ? survey earlier in year in 2026. ? mid-May for chance to record greatest number of species accurately. 
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Grassland at the Cockpit  

 

 Area bounded by the Cockpit, the path from the Village green to Watts Lane, the 

path towards St. Nicholas Primary School, and the rim of the slope down to the 
grassy area in front of The Crown.  

 



Walkover Survey of the aƖĲċШbounded by the Cockpit, the path from the Village green to Watts Lane, the path 
towards St. Nicholas Primary School, and the rim of the slope down to the grassy area in front of The 

Crown. 2nd April 2025 

Mary Wheeler 

Kevin Jennings 

Method 

An irregular pathway was taken across the area, with stops at intervals. 

Site 
number 

Time and grid 
ref 

% grass % bare 
earth 

% moss Number of 
plant 
species 

Plant ID Comments 

 
1. 
 

9.37 
TQ 44317 
69946 
 
 

 
40% 

 
 
 

 
30% 

 

 
5% 

 
5 + moss 

Bulbous buttercup, plantain, 
fescue, catôs ear + 1 grass 

 

 
2 . 

9.44 
TQ 44315 
69935 

 
40% 

 
Less 
than 5% 

 
45% 

 
5 + moss 

 

Bulbous buttercup, sorrel, 
fescue, + 1 x grass, catôs 
ear 

Whole matted 
square ï moss 
interspersed with 
grass, sorrel etc. 

 
3. 

9.50 
TQ 44313 
69921 

 
95% 

 
5% 

 
 

 
4 

Catôs ear, plantain, yarrow, 
+ 1x grass 

By, edge of Cockpit 
ï coarser grasses 



 

Comments 

¶ The area was mown and raked in July and September 2024. 

¶ 4/7 sites had 90% or more grass cover ï (2/8 in 2023 and 2024) 

¶ 0/7 sites had 30% or less grass cover ï (1/8 in 2023, 3/8 in 2024) 

¶ All sites had bare earth ï (8/8 in 2023) 

¶ 3/8 sites had moss ï (8/8 in 2023, 4/8 in 2024) 

 
4. 

10.00 
TQ 44307 
69925 

 
80% 

 
5% 

  
3 

Catôs ear, plantain, 1x 
unknown 

Abundant coarse 
grasses. 

 
5. 

10.55 
TQ 44291 
69929 

 
90% 
Matted 
with 
grass 

 
75% 

  
2 + 2 grass 

Sheepôs sorrel, catôs ear,   

 
6.  

311.03 
TQ 44295 
69928 

 
95% 

 
5% 

  
2 + 2 grass 

Sheepôs sorrel, cow parsley Land hollows, 
vigorous coarse 
grass 

 
7. 

 11.07 
TQ 44304 
69935 
 

 
95% 

 
75% 

 
75% 

 
4 + 2 grass 

Bulbous buttercup, ribwort 
plantain, trefoil, catôs ear 
 

On rim of amenity 
grass opposite the 
Crown. 



¶ The area is very mixed ï along the path there is less grass cover and it is finer. Near the Cockpit, towards the anthill 

area and above the slope down to the Crown it is much coarser, with a smaller variety of plants. 

¶ The ground is uneven, there are some dips and hollows which may collect water.  

¶ Some plants typical of acid grassland were present ï Ribwort, sorrel, bulbous buttercup, fescue, yarrow. 

¶ Few plants were in flower, so identification was by leaf ï ID will be checked when flowers are visible. 

 

 
1. 

 
 
2. 

 
  

3. 

 
 
4. 

 
5. 

 
6. 


