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CHISLEHURST COMMONS WISH YOU ALL A  

VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS!  

 

 



   

 

Jonathan, our Wonderful Head Keeper, Celebrates 

25 Years on the Commons ï a Silver Jubilee  

 

 

 

Yes, it really is 25 years since Jonathan joined Chislehurst Commons in the 

year 2000, and we thank our lucky stars that he accepted the position of Head 

Keeper. 

Congratulations and many thanks, Jonathan!  

 



 

 

25 years of looking after our commons ï the ponds, waterways, paths, trees, 

grasslands, heathland, and everything else that goes to make up the 180 

acres.  

And what an eventful 25 years - the first quarter of the 21st Century!. 



 

Jonathan joined Chislehurst Commons on 29th October 2000, and recalls that 

one of his first jobs was planting the Millennium tree, opposite the Bullôs Head, 



 

with the local mayor David Crowe and our chairman at the time, Guy Neely. 

Other commemorative trees followed ï the Golden and Diamond Jubilee trees 

charting the reign of Queen Elizabeth II, and, most recently, one opposite the 

War Memorial to mark her Platinum Jubilee and the Coronation of King Charles 

III. 

In his 25 years, he has seen our local landscape change from environmental 

causes, such as fires and droughts, cars and ULEZ cameras in the ponds, as 

well as fly tipping. 

 

 

  

Shortly after Jonathan joined the commons, our funding was cut and he 

became a lone worker. During this time, his main job was maintaining the land. 

The Trustees put out an appeal for funding and volunteers to help maintain our 

beautiful commons. The people of Chislehurst did not let us down, and 

Jonathan continues to lead a volunteer group every Wednesday. 

  



 

 

The commons gained a new truck in 2006 and a new tractor in 2008. 

 

In 2007, an Assistant Keeper, Peter Edwards, was appointed. Jonathan and 

Peter, when you saw one, the other was never too far behind.   



 

 

Having the Assistant Keeper and the volunteers made it possible to implement 

improvements to the commons.  Since then, several large areas of holly have 

been cleared, making the commons more accessible and biodiverse. 

Jonathan oversaw the restoration of the heathland, a rare and valuable habitat, 

now home to slow worms, lizards, small mammals, butterflies and many other 

species of invertebrates. 



 

 

He took charge of the dredging of Rush Pond in 2005, and the installation of a 

borehole in 2012. 

Under his leadership, the landscape around the ponds has been improved, 

which in turn has encouraged wildlife, and made it a more inviting place for the 

community. A new path was laid in 2021. 



 

 

With our everchanging climate, we are often faced with challenges. Jonathan 

has seen extreme weathers, wildfires in 2005 and 2006 which destroyed the 

Overflow Glade, storms which caused trees to come down, snow covering 

every surface, you name it, Jonathan has seen and dealt with it. 

And there have always been plenty of repairs and maintenance jobs to be 

done. 



  

  



 



 

Litter has been a constant problem for Keepers through the ages. Over recent 

years, Jonathan has installed litter bins that are more serviceable and make 

collection easier. 

 

 

Photos show that, throughout his years on the common, Jonathan has loved his 

job. His efforts have been recognised in more recent years with the awards we 

have achieved ï particularly the Green Flag and the Gold Award for London in 

Bloom. 

 

In 2022, Peter retired, although he still attends the weekly working parties, and 

Jonathan was joined by Toby Smith as Assistant Keeper.   



 

 

Jonathan and Toby are now seen driving around the commons in their new 

truck which was funded by the people of Chislehurst.  

Jonathan can often be spotted at events such as the Summer Fair, as well as 

walks and talks around the common. He always talks of the commons with 

fondness and a smile on his face. 



 

 

The commons have seen many changes over the last 25 years. 

However, we have been lucky that the one constant has been our Jonathan. 

Jonathan, the community of Chislehurst benefits so much from having 180 

acres of common land on its doorstep, and, for the past 25 years you have 

maintained and improved them for now and into the future. 



 

 

Congratulations and thanks indeed!  



 

 

The UKôs Smallest Birds 

 

 

 

The goldcrest is the UK's smallest bird, followed closely by the firecrest. Both 

are tiny, weighing the same as a 20-pence piece (about 5-6 grams), and 

measuring 8-9 cms, and both have been seen on Chislehurst Commons.  

  

 

 

 

Goldcrest 

  



 

 

Firecrest 

 

The species are similar, as the photos show. Goldcrests have a black head 

stripe with a bright yellow crest. Males have an orange centre to the stripe. 

Firecrests have a more vividly orange crest with a thicker black head stripe, a 

sooty black eye-stripe and a white stripe above the eye. 

 



 

Treecreeper 

  

Not much bigger, the treecreeper, another resident of our 180 acres, weighs 

about 8-12g and measures 12.5 cms. 

 


