
  

 

 

November 2025  

  

 

 

Donôt knock November ï itôs great! 

 

November may bring us shorter, chillier days, but it also brings autumn colours, 

Bonfire Night, mists and mellow fruitfulness! 

  

The photos below were taken in the last few days on the commons. 

 

 



 

A footpath in the woods along Prince Imperial Road. 

.  

 

 

Coots dabbling amongst floating leaves at Rush Pond. 

  



 

 

A magnificent beech tree above Prickend Pond. 

  



 

 

The footpath in the woodland along Watts Lane. 

  



 

 

Rowan berries. 

So much to savour in our local environment. 

On our doorstep, in fact! 

  



 

 

Remembrance Sunday  

 

 

  

 

November also brings us Remembrance Sunday. 

  

The annual Remembrance Sunday Parade and Service takes place at 

Chislehurst War Memorial, which stands on the Common, and this year it will 

be on Sunday 9th November. 

 

 

All through the long, hot, dry summer this year, the flowers at the base of the 

War Memorial flourished, due to regular watering by Head Keeper, Jonathan, 

and Assistant Keeper, Toby. 

 

Our thanks go to Coolings Nurseries, who have donated plants over many 



 

years to ensure that the memorial remains a special place. 

  



 



 

The Memorial was unveiled at a ceremony on 17th October 1920. 

   

It was designed by an eminent architect, Sir Reginald Blomfield, who also 

designed the Menin Gate at Ypres. He visited the area and chose the site at the 

crossroads because the Memorial would have a beautiful background of thorn 

trees, with the birch trees of the Common beyond, and had exactly the right 

aspect to be lit by the morning sun. 

  



 

 

  

The idea for the Memorial was developed by members of the community, and 



 

the Minute Books of the War Memorial Committee record their discussions. 

 

Various ideas for the form the Memorial should take were considered, and 

opinion was divided between a Memorial Cross on the Common, the 

endowment of beds at Cray Valley Hospital, a motor car to convey relatives to 

Cray Valley Hospital and cottages for the widows and mothers of men who had 

fallen in the war. 

 

On 16th May, a public meeting was held to present the Committeeôs proposal 

that the Memorial should be a cross on the Common, and that any surplus 

money should go towards funding a ward at Cray Valley Hospital. These 

proposals were carried by 39 to 19. 

 

A further public meeting was held on Thursday 19th June to launch the 

Committeeôs plans to request donations for the Memorial. 

 

The appeal was sent out on 1st August 1919 by post to every house in the 

Parish, and by 13th October Ã1,437.19s.0d had been raised, made up of 

amounts ranging from one of Ã250 to 43 amounts of less than Ã1. 

 

After the unveiling, arrangements were made for a trust to oversee the funds 

given to Cray Valley Hospital, and the War Memorial Committee was wound up 

in September 1921. 

   

  

 

London in Bloom Award  

 

 

  



 

Following the success we reported last month in achieving the Green Flag 

Award, we are delighted to announce that we have also been given a Gold 

Award for a second year by London in Bloom judges. 

 

There is a special category for commons, and the award recognises the hard 

work and dedication of Keepers and volunteers, the contribution of the 180 

acres to biodiversity, and the importance of their role in making Chislehurst a 

greener, more pleasant place to live. 

 

These awards give us a benchmark, and we value the feedback from the 

judges after their visits. 

 

Well done to the whole team - working party, volunteers at events, our social 

media manager, Keepers, Trustees, and all our supporters in the community! 

   



 

Itôs an award for us all! 

  

 

 

Our Wonderful Working Party  

 

 

 

 

For the last few weeks, the volunteers have focused on two areas ï the main 

path from Prince Imperial Road to the War Memorial, and the Overflow area.  

 

  

  



  

 

To let in more light, some silver birch trees were coppiced. The stumps put up 

shoots in the spring and quickly form an understorey, which offers perching 

places for birds and attracts butterflies and other invertebrates. 

 

The logs and brash left behind are being used to make log piles, stumperies, 

dead hedges and brash piles. These boost biodiversity by providing shelter and 

hibernation spots for amphibians, insects, and small mammals such as wood 

mice, voles and shrews. 

   

 



 

 

The Overflow Pond has been dry for most of this year, although in recent years 

it has had water over winter and into May or June. 

 

One important job was to clear foliage and debris from the inflow pipe to allow 

rainwater from the road to flow freely. 

   



  

  


