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Thereôs percussion in the woodlands! 

Fallen leaves rustle, acorns and beech nuts crunch and crackle underfoot, the 

wind whistles in the treetops, a woodpecker drums out a rhythm, and, in a 

moment of calm, a single acorn falls to the ground, plop!  

.  



 

 

The clear sweet song of a robin rings out.  

Autumn stimulates our senses. It is the time when the cycle of nature brings 

berries, nuts and seeds, and the wildlife of the commons starts preparing for 

winter. 

  



 

 

But, although the evenings are drawing in, and the mornings are sometimes 

misty, there are still flowers blooming on the grasslands. These catôs ears on 

the anthill area by the Cockpit brighten up an afternoon stroll. 

   



 

 

Itôs worth looking upwards, too. These apples are on a tree in the background 

of the previous photo. 

   



 

 

This year there are more nuts and berries than usual, and 2025 looks as though 

it will be a ñmast yearò. The term ñmastò refers to the nuts and seeds of 

woodland trees, and a ñmast yearò is one where these are produced in 

abundance. The last was in 2020, and they tend to occur about every five 

years. 

 

A ñmast yearò has obvious benefits for the tree in making it more likely that 

some seeds will survive and grow into the next generation of trees, but it also 

benefits birds and animals as they prepare for winter. 

 

The sweet chestnut in the photo above is loaded with nuts. 

   

 

 

Green Flag Award  

 

 

  



 

 

And we have another reason to celebrate this autumn!  

 

We are delighted to report that we have again been awarded a Green Flag, the 

benchmark standard for the management of green spaces in the UK and across 

the world. 

 

It is now flying proudly above our Headquarters at the Old Fire Station in 

Hawkwood Lane. 

 

The judges make a formal visit to the site. All aspects of management are 

assessed against a range of criteria that include value to the community, 

maintenance of footpaths and habitats, and litter collection. 

   



 

 

The award recognises the dedication and hard work of so many people, both at 

the weekly working party and behind the scenes. 

   

A huge pat on the back to all!  

  

 

 

The Two Wonderful Keepers and the Volunteers  

 

 

 

The working party, under the guidance of Jonathan, our Head Keeper, and 

Toby, Assistant Keeper, tackle an amazing variety of tasks each month to 

ensure that the commons remain at Green Flag standard. 

  

 



 

 

September brings the annual job of mowing and raking across the grasslands 

and verges.  

This verge borders Ashfield Lane. 

  



 

 

Prickend Pond now has some water in it as a result of rainfall earlier in 

September. 

   



 

 

Keepers and volunteers have been surveying road drains and ditches across 

the commons to ensure that as much rainfall as possible will reach the ponds. 

Ditches quickly become blocked with fallen leaves and silt, and this has to be 

dug out. Silt traps have been placed to catch some of the debris. 

   



 

 

Willows provide shelter for waterbirds, but, although picturesque, they take up a 

lot of water.  A recent job for the volunteers was removing some of the 

branches and overhanging foliage to reduce the amount of water lost this way. 

   



 

 

Chislehurst Creates ï a Community Event  

 

 

  

  



  

The community aspect of the Green Flag Award was well-illustrated on 

September 20th when Chislehurst turned out to enjoy Chislehurst Creates, an 

arts and crafts event for the whole family. 

 

It raises very welcome funds for the maintenance of the commons, but the 

event is also notable for the number of volunteers who come out to help. 

 

In the morning, donations of cakes arrived, tents and gazebos went up, tables 

and chairs were set out, and all afternoon the helpers at the different stalls were 

kept busy. They were rewarded by the happy, smiling faces of the participants. 

 

At 5 oôclock, the task of dismantling began, and by 6.30 the site was clear. 

 

It was truly a community effort, but it is thanks to the vision of Helen Baylis, the 

hard work of Pia Burbidge who managed the event, the sponsorship of local 

businesses, and the support of the Creates team, that it came together so well. 

 



 

Many, many thanks, and may that community spirit long continue in Chislehurst! 

   

  

 

A Rural Scene  

 

 

  



 

 

Another example of the contribution that the commons make to the community. 

  

Along with runners, walkers and dog owners, these horses take their daily 

exercise on the commons. The photo was taken on St. Paulôs Cray Common. 
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