
  

 

 

September 2025  

  

 

  



  

 

September marks the beginning of meteorological autumn, and already we see 

seasonal changes on the commons ï rain, acorns falling from trees, ripening 

blackberries and leaves beginning to turn to orange and yellow. 

 

September also brings us all the fun of Chislehurst Creates ï only 13 more 

days to go before this exciting and highly enjoyable Arts and Crafts event! 

 

Itôs always a great day, so put the date in your diary! 

   

  

 

Chislehurst Creates - Arts and Crafts on the 

Common  

 

 



  

This is always such a happy community event, with a whole range of exciting 

activities to try.  



 

This year the theme is ñThrough the Seasonsò, and the team, led by Helen 

Baylis and Pia Burbidge, has been working hard all year, making plans and 

getting everything in place for the big day. 

It is thanks to all the volunteers who give their time, both on the day and in the 

months of planning beforehand, that Chislehurst can boast such a wonderful 

outdoor event. 

All proceeds from the event go towards maintaining the 180 acres of common 

land on our doorstep. 

Drop in for coffee and a cake and soak up the community atmosphere, or come 

along and join in. 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

 

   

 

Scadbury Manor Open Weekend  

 

 



  

Another date for your diary! 

  



 

Orpington and District Archaeological Society will be hosting their annual Open 

Days at Scadbury Manor next weekend. 

 

This is an opportunity to visit the site of the manor and find out about its history 

and the continuing archaeological investigations being carried out there. 

   

  

 

A New Ladybird Record for the Commons  

 

 

  

  



  

 

 

The bug hunting that was such a popular and exciting part of our three Family 

Mornings in August enabled children to see insects close-up, and to appreciate 

their complexity. 

 

It also yielded a new recording for the commons ï a 24-spot ladybird. 

 

We enter our records onto iRecord, a national database which aims to bring 

together wildlife sightings from a range of sources. These records can then be 

checked by experts and used to support research and decision-making. 

   

 

 

The table shows all the ladybird recordings since 2022 on Chislehurst 

Commons.   



  

 

Birch catkin bug 

  



 

This was another first sighting for the commons. 

   

 

 

This appropriately named red-legged shield bug was also on show, although 

this was not a first. Others had been seen, but at different locations. 

   

 

 

Pond Matters  

 

 

  



 

 

  

Prickend Pond is beginning to fill with water again following the recent spells of 

wet weather, highlighting the fact that it depends completely on rainfall. 

 

The weather patterns we have become used to in our part of the world have 

generally meant that the ponds have had some water all year at varying levels. 

However, there have been exceptional years when there was heavy snow, very 

high winds, prolonged rain and of course the drought of 1976. Pond levels have 

reflected these extreme conditions accordingly. 

 

Our Minute Books record, for example, particularly low water levels in 1899, 

and again in the 1950s. There have also been times when the levels have risen 

high enough to spill over onto the paths. 

  



 

 

  

There are dips and hollows across the commons which are the remains of old 

gravel workings, and in Victorian times more of them held water when it rained. 

This postcard dated 1908 shows Websters Pond at the junction of Kemnal 

Road and Ashfield Lane. 

 

Since then, the growth of the woodland, the increase in urbanisation and 

changing cycles of weather have seen them gradually disappear, so that only 

Prickend Pond, Rush Pond and the Overflow Pond remain. 

  



 

 

March 2024 

  



 

 

February 2025 

  

 

The Overflow Pond is an occasional pond alongside Bromley Road. 

 

In recent years, it has retained water until May or early June, but in 2025 it has 

been dry for most of the year, a further indication of the unusual combination of 

a dry spring followed by a long, hot summer. 

 

The Met Office notes that all five of the hottest summers on record for the UK 

have occurred since the year 2000, and provisional figures indicate that 2025 

could be the hottest ever. 

 

However, whether wet or dry, the Overflow Pond is an important and valuable 

habitat, and we manage it carefully. 

  

 



  



  

 

As the ponds rely on rainwater, we try to ensure that when it rains, as much 

water as possible is directed into them. 

 

Over the years, ditches and road drains have been put in to intercept the flow of 



 

water across the common. It is an ongoing task for the Keepers and volunteers 

to keep them clear so that water flows freely ï not an easy job with all the 

autumnal leaf fall and the amount of silt that washes down. 

 

We are also exploring ways to improve the current drainage, and to build more 

leaky dams to catch the silt. 

 

The effects of climate change are not fully understood yet. However, nature will 

respond to changes, as shown by the way surrounding plants have spread into 

Prickend Pond this summer. 

 

We will continue to monitor the situation, but whatever man-made solutions we 

try to implement, in the end, the future of Prickend Pond relies on rain! 

  

 

 

 

  

Meanwhile this domestic goose is currently visiting Rush Pond. 



 

 

Focus on Yarrow  

 

 

  

  



 

 

With its feathery leaves and clusters of tiny flowers, yarrow has been a 

welcome sight on the dry grasslands this summer.  It is a native wildflower 

particularly suited to the dry, gravelly soil of the commons, because it has a 

deep fibrous root system and rhizomes, which support it when the weather is 


