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The rains finally came!

A green tinge showed on the parched grasslands, water flowed along the
ditches and Prickend Pond became a little larger.

But we need more!

The Met Office website reports that this year saw the driest January to June

period since 1976. In addition,A Spri ng 2025 was except
the UK&és warmest and sunniest on reco
the warmest June ever recorded in England, and the second warmest for the

UK in records since 1884.0

Our commons are resilient and have survived many different weather events

over the centuries, but a good drop of rain would be very welcome.



Family Mornings on Chislehurst Common

this August

We are delighted that the team from Chislehurst Library will be joining us with
books and activities at our August Family Mornings. These are free events, and

we hope to see you at one or all of them T with or without children!

There will be an opportunity to take a close-up look at some invertebrates, and
a quiz to test your nature knowledge, as well as crafts, twig boats and much

more.



Family Mornings

ON Chislehurst Common

Come and have fun exploring the local
environment!

Free Activities
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- hosted by

Chislehurst Commons

Drop in and join us!

between 10 am and 12.30
on Monday 4" August, Monday 11" August and
Monday 18™ August 2025

Where: on the common at the junction of
School Road and Church Row, Chislehurst.

Investigate our Meet the team n
Art and ug Hu
local wildlife Craft from

Chislehurst

crafl'l'fs Library
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Children must be accompanied by an adult, and remain their
responsibility at all times.




Our Wonderful Keepers and Volunteers

There is always plenty of work to do on the commons, whatever the weather.

The working party had several sessions clearing foliage from pavements and

digging out the debris that gathers at the edges.






The grass at the Ramblers Rest was mowed and the cut grass was raked off.
This deprives the soil of nutrients, encouraging the growth of plants such as the

catodos ear, shown in the-ppohsoitt o, that f

The photo shows improvements to the footpath into the common from the bus

stop on Centre Common Road.

This is also an entry point for the truck which churns up the ground, and
volunteers helped to add stones so that the Keepers have a firmer base to drive

across.

Essential Tree Work on Bromley Lane




Our programme of regular tree inspections helps to build a picture of the health

of the trees on the commons.

These sycamore trees by the bus stop in Bromley Lane were found to have



developed sooty bark disease and needed to be reduced in size. This work is
necessary, but costly, because it requires expert tree surgeons, and road

closure supervised by TfL.

Is 2025 a Good Year for Butterflies?

The Big Butterfly Count, initiated by Butterfly Conservation, encourages the

public to spend 15 minutes counting and recording butterflies and day-flying
moths to help to assess the health of the environment. This year it runs from
July 18" to August 10™. It is an important survey that contributes to the

understanding of trends in the natural world and the effects of climate change.

Following | ast yeard6s count, Butterf]
Emergency, because results showed a marked decline in numbers i the lowest
in the Countdés history, althougdmt he
decline. Loss of habitat, climate change and use of pesticides have all had an

effect.

If you would like to find out more or to take part, go to bigbutterflycount.org

So far, 2025 has been a good year for butterflies on the commons. Since
January, we have recorded the following species: brimstone, comma, green-
veined white, holly blue, large skipper, large white, marbled white, meadow

brown, orange tip, peacock, ringlet, small heath, small white, speckled wood.

The following photos, taken by Kevin Jennings, show five more that have been

about recently.


https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3Da52cd64775%26e%3Dab784cab69&data=05%7C02%7C%7C2a774d2d955046d2468908ddd252ec9c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638897975803781545%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TPP8ihqcBPfWLTKxsd8ACdEtcqXdUD22hPC9nO1ZyxU%3D&reserved=0




Red admiral



Common blue



Brown argus



Small copper

Rhapsody in Different Shades of Blue

Different seasons bring different colours to the commons, and July added some
blues.



Wild onion



Harebell
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