June 2025

Prepare to be dazzled!

The commons at this time of year are full of bright colours wherever you look.

This gaudy hoverfly is xanthgogramma pedissequum. It has no common

English name, but it iIs easy to see



across Europe.
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A glimpse of the jayoés brilliant f



On the grasslands there are breathtaking views like this one towards the

Ramblers Rest, gleaming with bulbous buttercups.

Just three of the fascinating sights

this summer. A short walk reveals many others.

Read on for more awe-inspiring photos and facts.

Events on the Common this June




The commons are free and open to all 24/7 and provide a local greenspace for

the community - for recreation, exercise, dog-walking, observing the natural
world and quiet thoughts. The photo
Common.



But, for hundreds of years, the 180 acres have also been a place for the

community to gather together, and this summer is no exception.

Following the success of two amazing events on the common in May, the
Crowning of the May Queen and the Chislehurst Motor Show, June brings the

Rotary Summer Fair and The Big Lunch.

These events are taking place on the same day and on the Centre Common

area at the top of the High Street.
A dazzling day out!
The Summer Fair, organised by Chislehurst Rotary Club, is always a great

event, with stalls, rides and live performances, and we will be there with a

display and goods for sale.

Chislehurst Summer Fair - 14th June 2025
Sat Jun 14th 2025 at 10:00 am - 4:00 pm




Please come along and see us!
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The Big Lunch

 You're invited to:

.

Bromley Big Lunch - Chislehurst

? When & where:
Saturday 14" June
12-2pm

Prickend Pond Green
Enjoy this community picnic alongside the Rotary Chislehurst Summer Fair

Bring your picnic, nibbles or even a flask of tea and pop along to find out
what is happening within your local area, and borough of Bromley

The Big Lunch brings millions gk @a &
of people together to share . .
friendship, food and fun in their
communities - join in! - e .
Made possible by Partnered by
. eden eors s
TheBigLunch.com foed E2os | 88 et

The Big Lunch is an Eden Project initiative to bring people together
and strengthen community ties.
invited to come along, sit, picnic and enjoy the surroundings.
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This year6s event in Chislehurst

of Bromley.

It will be based on the grassy area above Prickend Pond.

Drop in and find out what

Planting a Commemorative Tree




Jonathan, our Head Keeper, and Toby, our Assistant Keeper, recently planted

a tree opposite the War Memorial to commemorate the long reign of Her

Majesty Queen Elizabeth Il and the Coronation of His Majesty King Charles III.



It is a whitebeam, appropriately named sorbus aria majestica. Hot, dry weather
makes survival more difficult for newly planted young trees. The photo shows
the Keepers pouring water into a green bag attached to the tree. The water

drips through slowly, ensuring that there is a constant supply of moisture.

Progress Report on Two Areas Featured in Past

Newsletters

This is the area on Bromley Road where some sycamore trees had to be felled

in September 2023 as a result of sooty bark disease.

The working party cleared the site. Some whips and larger saplings were
planted, but otherwise we decided to see how it developed naturally.



The photo shows that it is now covered with a variety of wildflowers, an

attractive site for bees, butterflies and other invertebrates.

It will need some attention in the autumn, another task for some of the

volunteers.

This sunny glade along Watts Lane, in the woodland behind Camden Close,

was created by the working party in November 2024. It is worth a visit to see

the wildlife that now frequents it.



There are blackbirds, speckled wood butterflies and this orange-tailed mining

bee, andrena haemorrhoa, with its brilliant orange thorax.
Mining bees are solitary bees. They do not form colonies, but live
independently, tunnelling into the ground where they make a nest. The glade

above, with its areas of bare earth, is an ideal site for them.

They collect pollen for the young to feed on, so they are important pollinators.

A Dazzling Display of Invertebrates

We are lucky in Chislehurst to have 180 acres that contain such a variety of



habitats. Their importance to the biodiversity of the area is recognized in their
status as Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC). We aim to

manage each habitat carefully to preserve and enhance its biodiversity.

The photos below show just three examples of the amazing wildlife that lives

here.

A female broad-bodied chaser, libellula depressa, basking on the reeds at
Prickend Pond.



A holly blue butterfly, celastrina argiolus,by t he heat hl and o

Common.



A hairy shieldbug, dolycoris baccarum,f ound on gor se

Common.

Dazzling Results from our Bird Boxes

Ouir first sight of eggs.
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Two blue tits caring for their eggs.






Very young chicks now.

Just waiting for the right moment.
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Our first successful brood had already fledged by May 10", whilst other boxes
still had clutches of eggs at that time.
With continuing activity in 30 of our 42 monitored boxes, they will be in use at

least until the end of the month.

Birds

June is a great time to go birdwatching.
These photos were taken recently.
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A chiff chaff on the island at Rush Pond.



This starling on the grass along Morley Road has a beakful of green

caterpillars.



Despite the removal of fish from the ponds reported in our last newsletter, the

heron managed to find a meal. Lower water levels make fishing easier.

Rogtesnnd {ariy Son SENLYY

180 acres of common land in Chislehurst it hey dr e o
responsibility!

We manage them under an Act of Parliament, but the Act

provides no funding, and we are dependent on our

volunteers and the generosity of local people.




If you would like to support our work, and help to keep

them dazzling,

you can donate via our website

www.chislehurstcommons.uk

or via PayPal Giving

Thank you!
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|l tds too soon to think about Christm
getting ready.



Many are covered with blossom so we can hope for a dazzling crop of berries

that will provide food in the winter for some of our residents.

We hope you were dazzled by

We will continue to do our best to maintain the area for the enjoyment of

present and future generations.

Thank you!
Many thanks to Kevin Jennings for sharing the brilliant photographs of
birds, and those of all the invertebrates in this newsletter.
They enable us to appreciate the complexity and beauty of these
animals.
Many thanks also to Ross Wearn who took the photos of the bird boxes.
They really add another dimension to our understanding of the life cycle

of the birds we hear and see around us.

Get your bird seed at Champion Wines.

We are grateful to Champion Wines for stocking
packets of seed on our behalf. This food is healthier

for the birds than bread or products made from flour.




All proceeds go to Chislehurst Commons.

When the birds stop eating, please stop feeding!

Food left on the ground or floating on the water will

attract rats!

You can now Support Us when You Shop Online




We are now registered with easyfundraising which means you

can support us when you shop online.

Over 7,000 retailers and services will donate to us when you
connect to their websites via easyfundraising to shop with them i
at no extra cost to you, and you earn all your normal

loyalty benefits!

All you need to do is sign up and remember to use

easyfundraising to select your shopping site of choice.

|l tds easy to use and these don

sign up to support us by clicking here

Simplified instructions on how to use easyfundraising can be

found by clicking here

eb ) amazoncoLk |I- m asos Sainsburys  Booking.com

wikiow  ASDA  TESCO  M8S [  ®beess  Etsy

You can also support us by using the easyfundraising app available
below
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Google Play

App Store

Click here to access an updated map of the Commons

Animal Rescue Advice Organisations

Thanks for additional photosto T Mary Wheeler.

Thanks also to the Editorial Team 1 Christine Wearn, Ross
Wearn and Mary Wheeler.

Chislehurst Commons are proud to display the Green

Flag Award logo.
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If you would care to donate, please click here

or donate online here

Privacy Policy

Copyright © 2025 Chislehurst Commons, All rights reserved.

You are receiving this email because you opted in via our website

Our mailing address is:
Chislehurst Commons
The Old Fire Station
Hawkwood Lane
Chislehurst, Kent BR7 5PW
United Kingdom

Add us to your address book

Want to change how you receive these emails?

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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