May 2025

ltés the merry month of May! The mon

sights and sounds of the natural world seem to be amplified.

ltés a wonderful time of the year on

one above, showing a crab apple tree on the main path through the woods from



the High Street.

The recent sunshine has brought out flowers, butterflies and other insects, and

there is new life at the ponds.

But we have another reason to be merry!

The Big Give Green Match Fund Campaign 2025




Many, many thanks!

You really showed how much you appreciate all that the
commons provide 1 a space for recreation and leisure,
proximity to the natural world, a green and pleasant
backdrop as we go about our daily lives and a haven for
wildlife.

You helped us to reach our target of £2,500 which will be
matched to £5,000!

But why do we need to raise money?

The commons are protected by an Act of Parliament, which




set out a Scheme of Management, and established a Board

of Trustees with sole responsibility for ensuring that it is

implemented.
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However, there is no funding attached to the Act, and it is

expensive to maintain 180 acres, criss-crossed by roads and
in an urban setting. So fundraising is an ongoing concern for

us.

In recent years, the spread of tree diseases like ash dieback
and sooty bark disease has meant additional tree work along
roads, pavements and pathways to keep users and property

safe.

We manage our funds very carefully, and our wonderful
volunteer working party carry out much of the ongoing
maintenance work, but the extra costs of tree work stretch

our resources and may impact on other projects.

A huge thank you to everyone who donated to the
Big Give Green Match Fund Campaign i your

help and support is truly appreciated!

We will continue to do our best to maintain the 180 acres of



common land for present and future generations.

| f you didndét manage to access
week of the campaign, but would still like to support us, you

can donate at

www.chislehurstcommons.uk

or via PayPal Giving

Thank you!



https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3D6d2d67cc01%26e%3Dab784cab69&data=05%7C02%7C%7C0bd1e9a1b53a4f38d57908dd8ad0d883%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638819351771565388%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Clyvyk5QbpriCA8NY5jNxPeQryIkgAKxGXP4smSDXsI%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3D9cb3e4f91b%26e%3Dab784cab69&data=05%7C02%7C%7C0bd1e9a1b53a4f38d57908dd8ad0d883%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638819351771590096%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NcfqC1jQcFXSBcn4gea87RjQ4XPD8w9GSRtrplPGA9M%3D&reserved=0

A Fishy Tale

From time to time, it is necessary to reduce the number of fish in both Rush

Pond and Prickend Pond. The ponds, with their fluctuating water levels, can
only support a limited population, but the numbers and the size of the fish
increase each year. This has a detrimental impact on the overall biodiversity of
the site. The fish churn up the mud and devour the aquatic plants, damaging
the habitat for the waterbirds, amphibians like toads and newts and the smaller
pond invertebrates, and degrading the water quality.



At the beginning of April, with a licence from the Environment Agency and using
Aquacare, an approved company recommended by South East Rivers Trust,

we arranged for fish to be removed from both ponds.

The predominant species found were carp. 16 large ones between 3 - 16 Ibs. in
weight were taken from Rush Pond and a few small one-year olds, plus the
surprise find of a barbel which is a river fish. 5 large carp were removed from
Prickend Pond, together with more than 180 smaller ones, and an albino grass
carp which weighed 8 Ibs. Roach were also observed in the pond, and 2
terrapins were netted. The terrapins probably arrived, like the fish, from

domestic fish tanks and garden ponds.

All fish removed were introduced to enclosed still waters.

The water already looks much clearer, and we hope to see the return of pond

weed this summer.



There are still plenty of smaller fish left to attract the attention of this heron.

Come and visit our display
at the Chislehurst Motor Show
on Monday 5" May
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We hope to see you there!

We will be on the common above Prickend Pond.

To Mow or not to Mow?







Sights like the view of the Pound covered in daisies, or a green-veined white

butterfly flitting in and out of the undergrowth, lift our spirits and give us a

moment to pause in our busy lives and connect with the natural world.



Our management of the grasslands on the common is carefully planned to

balance the need to ensure sightlines for traffic, to provide amenity areas of cut
grass where people can sit and children can play, and areas which are
managed for biodiversity.

You may have seen Toby, our assistant Keeper, out mowing recently. In the

photo above he is cutting the area opposite the Crown.



We are privileged to have several good areas of the acid grassland that is now

rare around Londoni by the Cockpit, along Heathfield Lane and in the Overflow
Glade.

However, the grassland at the Rambl e

grasses, and we are working to restore it by cutting it three times a year.

The photo shows the working party raking up the cut grass a few weeks ago.



The poorer the soll, the better it is for wildflowers, and this stretch of land is now

bright with bulbous buttercups, a typical acid grassland plant.

When mowing these areas, a section is always left uncut as a refuge for
invertebrates such as butterflies, which might be present in one of their stages

of development.



The small heath butterfly in the photo above prefers fine grass habitats found,

for example, on the acid grassland and anthills around the Cockpit, or at the
end of the Cricket Ground.



The verges along roads and pavements are also important to wildlife, providing

food, shelter and cover when moving to another part of the common. The photo

shows smooth hawksbeard along Watts Lane.

So, we need to balance all the demands on our grasslands. Some are mown,
but, as managers of a greenspace, we have a responsibility to boost
biodiversity as much as possible. So, for the joy of seeing butterflies, we have

to leave some areas uncut.

Springtime on St. Paul

The woodlands on St. Paulds Cray Comn

time of the year. Early spring flowers like bluebells and wild garlic flourish in the



dappled shade. They grow in areas of more established woodland, and, as
most of the woodland on the common has developed over the past 100-150

years, they are only found in a few places.

A patch of bluebells near Holbrook House.



