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Spring is in full swing at last! 

  

True to the old saying, this year March went out like a lamb, with warm 

sunshine and gentle breezes, so welcome after the grey days of winter. 

  



 

The photo above shows a bright splash of colour just above Prickend Pond, 

where some gorse was transplanted from the Overflow Glade a few years ago. 

  

 

 

 

Gorse grows well in the Overflow Glade, and the bright yellow flowers are a 

cheerful and uplifting sight at the moment. 

 

Our beautiful commons really are a wonderful backdrop to daily life here in 

Chislehurst. 

 

Read on to find out how you can support us and double your 

money! 

   



 

 

Big Give Green Match Fund Campaign 2025 

  

Save the Date! 

  

A Week of Wild Savings ï  April 22nd to April 29th 
 

 

 

 

 

We are delighted to tell you that Chislehurst Commons has been selected 

for the Big Give Green Match Fund Campaign for 2025 which runs from 

April 22nd to April 29th. 

  



 

This is an opportunity to support your local greenspace and double your 

money!  

  

Between these dates any money donated to Chislehurst Commons via 

the Big Give Trust will be doubled by match funding ï so for every Ã1 

donated, we will receive Ã2! 

   

In addition, UK taxpayers can increase the value of their donation by 25% 

at no extra cost, through Gift Aid. 

  

  

  

 

 

We are raising funds for the essential tree work we need to carry out 

along roads, pavements and pathways, to keep users and property safe. 



 

This work is required as a result of diseases such as ash dieback and 

sooty bark disease. 

   

To donate, go to www.biggive.org 

  

click ñExplore Campaignsò, and search for Chislehurst Commons after 

12.00 on 22nd April.  

 

More details will follow nearer the time. 

   

Thank you for your continued support. 

  

 

 

Spring Sights 

 

 

 

 

Spring flowers are bursting out all over the commons, on trees, verges, 

grasslands, path edges and by the ponds. 

   

 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3D3ffaf333da%26e%3Dab784cab69&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cff38f859be3e4b06424f08dd74d0345a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638795159779338268%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cKTJjXlHaZx8ZAHlK7WpY0aEPjs52VYVbQpsQOxK%2FDI%3D&reserved=0


 

 

Willow catkins 

  



 

 

Violets 

  



 

 

Plum blossom 

  



 

 

Lesser celandine 

  



 

 

 

All provide food for early invertebrates. 

This comfrey flower attracted a hairy-footed flower bee. 

   



 

 

 

The sunshine also brought out hibernating butterflies. 

 

The photo above shows a comma. The scalloped edges of its wings 

and its colouring enable it to hibernate unnoticed among dead leaves. 

   



 

 

 

The peacock is easily recognized by its markings. It lays eggs on 

nettles which are the food plant of the caterpillars. 

   

 

 

More about Mosses 

 

 

  



 

 

We were surprised but also very pleased by a response to the item about 

mosses in our last newsletter. A reader in Finland who receives the newsletter 

from a friend in Chislehurst sent us the following information and identification. 

 



 

ñHere in Finland we have 2000 lichen species of all 20,000 known 

worldwide.   In our far north, Lapland, the home of Santa Claus, we have 

around 200,000 reindeer for whom lichens are an important 

food.   Incidentally, each reindeer is owned by somebody, usually one 

Sami family of the 4,500 owners for whom they have provided food, 

shelter and income for hundreds of years. The Sami and their reindeer 

herds move together to fresh seasonal pastures.  

The lichens in your newsletter appear to be: 

 

1st picture - genus Cladonia, species Portentosa - Reindeer Lichen or 

Cream Cup Lichen 

 

2nd picture-  genus Cladonia, species Fimbriata - Trumpet Cup Lichenò 

   

It is great to make such a connection. 

  

The mosses in last monthôs newsletter were on the heathland, but they are also 

typical plants of acid grassland, and the photo above was taken in the Overflow 

Glade. 

   

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

 

  



 

Chislehurst May Queen Ceremony Returns ï Saturday 3rd May 2025 



 

The Chislehurst May Queen is delighted to announce the return of its 

annual May Queen Ceremony on Saturday 3rd May 2025, held on 

Chislehurst Common. 

This much-loved tradition continues to bring the community together to 

celebrate spring, heritage, and local pride.  

The crowning of the May Queen will be followed by a vibrant display of 

traditional maypole dancing by local girls who have rehearsed for weeks 

to perfect their routines. 

Local residents are warmly invited to come along, enjoy the festivities, 

and show support for the new May Queen and her retinue. This year 

there will be even more to enjoy with some additional attractions. 

The event is free to attend and promises a heartwarming celebration for 

all ages. 

Join us on Chislehurst Common and be part of a tradition that has united 

generations of our village since 1923. 

Event Details:  

Date: Saturday 3rd May 2025     

                                                                                                                      

        Time: 14.30 to 17.30. The Crowning Ceremony and dancing begins 

at 15:00 

Location: Chislehurst Common (upper common - opposite the duck 

pond)                                                                                                    

For updates, follow us on Facebook and Instagram 

@chislehurstmayqueen.  

  



 

 

 

We will be at the Motor Show with a display, so come along to our marquee 

and find out more about how we manage the commons and the wildlife that 

lives here.  

We look forward to seeing you! 

 

 

Amphibian News 

 

 

  



 

 

Common toad 

  



 

Frog with spawn 

  

Our recent surveys have confirmed that frogs, toads and newts continue to 

make the commons their home. Although these amphibians start their life in the 

water as spawn, the scrubby undergrowth of the woodland provides an ideal 



 

land habitat for the adults. 

   

 

 

 

The Overflow Pond is now completely dry, an illustration of the way that the life 

cycles of amphibians are being threatened by climate change. This, together 

with habitat loss and human activity, has led to a decline in populations in the 

UK, so we are particularly pleased to find them here. 

   

 

 

Our Wonderful Working Party 

 

 

  


