March 2025

A rolling stone gathers no moss, but the flinty surface of the heathland of St.

Paul 6s Cray Common has plenty!






The pebbly ground not only gave Chislehurst its name i derived from the Anglo

Saxon, chesil means a stony area and hurst indicates a wood i but also
explains the history of the commons. The land was low in nutrients and no good

for growing crops, and the Lord of the Manor, who owned it, gave local people



the right to use it for grazing their animals, collecting nuts, berries, wood or
medicinal herbs, and for recreation. Over time, these rights were recognised by

Parliament.

The grazing animals kept vegetation low, and promoted the development of

typical heathland plants.

A healthy heathland is a mosaic of different plants, in addition to the
characteristic heather, including grass, gorse, bramble and bracken.

Moss and lichens are also important components.

Broom fork-moss



Moss and lichens are difficult to identify, requiring close observation, and we

are not experts.




However, following research using ID apps, the internet and books, we have

some confidence in assigning the two lichens above to the genus cladonia, the

reindeer mosses, although not to a particular species.

If you have a particular interest or knowledge of these, or any other species
found on the commons, and would like to share it with us, we would love to hear

from you. You can contact us at info@chislehurstcommons.uk.

Hibernacula - des res for Overwintering Animals

As reported in our February newsletter, our volunteers have been working on

the heathland since the beginning of the year. It is a valuable habitat, and


mailto:info@chislehurstcommons.uk

increasingly rare in the London area. Our surveys show that there is a
population of lizards, slow worms, toads and small mammals, and observation
on a sunny day reveals butterflies and other invertebrates which, in turn, attract

bats.

Our management is focused on making the heathland as attractive as possible
to wildlife, and, in recent weeks, a group of volunteers has been working on

creating hibernacula. These are places where reptiles and amphibians can

spend the winter safely in a dormant state.




The photos above show the stages of development of a hibernaculum. First a
trench was dug 1 a difficult task in the stony ground. This was covered with
brash (a mix of small branches, twigs and cuttings from woodland
management), and built up with logs and more brash to form a structure with
concealed gaps and chambers. These are sought by many animals for
protection from predators and the worst of the weather. The final structure is
covered with leaf mould and solil for further protection, leaving some logs
exposed as reptile basking sites for when the sun returns.

Although they blend in with the surroundings, dogs may still find them and want
to investigate. It would be really appreciated if they could be kept under control
while in the heathland area, so that the wildlife is undisturbed. This is also
important at other times of the year when animals are breeding or raising
young.

Thank you!



Meanwhile, other volunteers have continued work on opening up some of the

woodland at the edges of the heathland to let in more sunlight, and to create

transitional zones between the canopy of the trees and the heathland below.

Some of the logs were used to construct the hibernacula.
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The Act of Parliament that protects the 180 acres provides
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no funding, and we are dependent on the generosity of local
people.

If you would like to support our work,

you can donate via our website

www.chislehurstcommons.uk

or via PayPal Giving

Thank you!

Disease-resistant EIms



https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3D5dd9d088e7%26e%3Dab784cab69&data=05%7C02%7C%7C56d753b9e24b435e3a3f08dd5957d5f1%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638764955973998737%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Y6%2BHhj9fGUWm7ndrVNCgD1A7AKuMwpwdEADCsHV34%2Fg%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3D6bfd4c10de%26e%3Dab784cab69&data=05%7C02%7C%7C56d753b9e24b435e3a3f08dd5957d5f1%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638764955974024311%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=z15fqM0abLbbUSoh6vgpf%2FQpgbLj%2F4z%2FqasGo3fTcv4%3D&reserved=0

In the 1960s, Dutch elm disease spread across the country, killing millions of
trees, and changing the landscape. Elm trees still grow on the commons, but
they only last for 10 or so years, and when they reach that stage, the disease
takes hold.

We manage some of them by keepingt hem smal |l . Thi s he

Cray Road contains a number of elms and is trimmed regularly.

However, it does not compensate for the mature trees that once stood there.

So, we were delighted this week to receive a disease-resistant variety donated
by ElIms4London, a charity dedicated to reintroducing healthy trees to London.
The initiative is run by the Metropolitan Public Gardens Association.

The new tree, which is about 15 ft. tall, has been planted opposite St. Mi ¢ h a ¢



in School Road, near where a horse chestnut was felled a few years ago.

Alan Titchmarsh is a supporter of the scheme and writes, i Thi s ¢ a mp &
already funded the reintroduction of hundreds of robust disease-resistant elms
throughout the Greater London area i each one of them planted in a site which
will suit their scale and enhance their surroundings and the lives of those who

pass them each day. o

We are very grateful to EIms4London for the work they are doing, and for
donating the tree. We look forward to watching it grow and develop and become

a feature of Chislehurst.

The Bird Boxes are up and ready for the Next

Tenants




Ross Wearn and Chris Pond, who manage our bird boxes, have finished the

task of cleaning and mending old box
residences are now in place, and their positions have been mapped using

What3Words to make monitoring easier.

King Al fredodos Cake




This fungus was pictured recently on a tree on Chislehurst Common. It is called
Ki ng Al fr édldnsacdbeehkires after the legend that recounts how
the king took refuge from the Vikings in a farmhouse in the Somerset marshes.
While there, he was asked to watch some cakes which were cooking, but let

them burn.

Contented Visitors




