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As regular users of the commons know well, itôs all uphill to the Cockpit or the 

Cricket Ground, and downhill on the way back. 

 

And itôs all downhill for the rain that falls on the higher parts of the common as it 

travels through ditches, drains and along roads and paths. 

 



 

But where does all the water go to? 

 

There was bright sunshine and a blue sky when the photo above was taken, 

but we saw all kinds of weather in January! Sunshine, wind, snow and ice, and 

finally, towards the end of the month, the rain came, and water levels in the 

ponds began to rise. 

 

These magpies were feasting on worms on the grass of Centre Common after 

a stormy night. 

  

  

 

 

A Visit from South East Rivers Trust 

 

 



  

 

We were delighted to be able to discuss the flow of water across the commons 

with Jonathon Stevens, Catchment Monitoring Officer with the South East 

Rivers Trust (SERT www.southeastriverstrust.org), who visited us recently after 

noticing our pond water level monitoring data in the surveys section of our 

website www.chislehurstcommons.uk/surveys 

 

A catchment is the area of land that drains into one river. At times of high 

rainfall, Chislehurst Commonôs hilltop drainage ditches and linked former gravel 

pit ponds hold back water on the common, helping to slow excess runoff that in 

severe conditions can lead to local flash flooding. In turn, the ponds provide a 

haven for wildlife that is a feature of Chislehurst. 

 

Importantly, when heavy rainfall persists for long periods, the ponds overflow 

via dedicated outflows into surface water drains and underground culverts that 

feed into the local waterways ï beginning with sources of the Wyncham stream 

that flows into the River Shuttle and onwards to the River Cray and River 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3Da1384c3ce0%26e%3Dab784cab69&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cde6e033126b1498b007108dd43572943%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638740763839413517%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VP68%2BJKB7YfwJckik4Kf7m5JPUXy9wELjWfqZy0dLRQ%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3D4af2d58d06%26e%3Dab784cab69&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cde6e033126b1498b007108dd43572943%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638740763839437646%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xeJ5khwkErL1eOm5AQ2n21cZVOF1LbvX3lUgrUSrUmE%3D&reserved=0


 

Darent, forming the Darent and Cray catchment area, before finally flowing into 

the Thames. 

   

 

  

 

  

 

Top: Rush Pond outflow.  Left: overflow from Rush Pond entering inlet to 

Prickend Pond (via left pipe). Right: Outflow from Prickend Pond.  

 



 

 

Our management and monitoring of the area is therefore important beyond the 

boundaries of the common land, especially in times of increasing extremes of 

weather and potential pollution events affecting the wider local waterways and 

biodiversity. 



 

 

We look forward to further meetings with SERT, to explore opportunities to help 

conserve and improve our ópatchô as one of the sources of the local catchment 

area. 

   

 

 

Desirable Residences for our Birds 

 

 

 

The list of byelaws governing the commons provides evidence that the bird life 

here has been valued and protected since at least Victorian times. Number 5 

specifically forbids the trapping of birds or the removal of eggs from nests. 

   

Our archives for 1904 note that, 

  

ñThe Police caught some London lads taking birdsô eggs on St. Paulôs Cray 

Common, and a prosecution at Bromley resulted in a heavy fine.ò 

   

 



 

 

 

Today two volunteers, Ross Wearn and Chris Pond, continue this tradition of 

care by putting up and monitoring bird boxes. At this time of year, they are busy 

preparing for the nesting season by cleaning and repairing old boxes and 

constructing new ones. Some of this yearôs creations are shown above. 

   



 

 

 

The boxes are always well-used, mainly by blue tits and great tits. 

 

We, and the birds, are grateful to Ross and Chris for all their time and effort - 

they certainly make the commons an attractive place to raise a family! 

   

 

 

Our Wonderful Keepers and Volunteers 

 

 

 

Weôre running out of time! 

  

Winter is a relatively quiet time in the natural world when wildlife slows down 

and concentrates on finding food and shelter, but that gives us an opportunity to 

carry out work in habitats that will be buzzing with life in a monthôs time. 



 

 

It is important not to disturb the animals that live there in the breeding season, 

which can run from March to September, and work on management and 

improvement of any habitat has to be done before they are active. 

 

However, February is a short month, and we have lots to do! 

   

 

 

 

For the next few weeks, we will be concentrating on the heathland, which is a 

rare and valuable habitat much depleted in the London area. 

 

Restoration began on St. Paulôs Cray Common about 30 years ago, and there 

is now an extended area which is a picture in purple in late summer, but needs 

careful tending to manage encroaching trees, gorse, bracken and bramble. 

 

A healthy heathland needs some of these elements to attract a greater variety 



 

of wildlife, so any removal has to be done selectively to retain a balance. 

 

This winter we plan to enlarge the area by removing some sections of silver 

birch at the edges, which will let in more light and enable the heather to spread. 

It will also create transition zones between the woodland and the heathland, 

used by many species for feeding and shelter. 

 

The photo shows a stack of logs that will be used later to make log piles that 

act as refuges for wildlife. 

   

 

 

 

Routine maintenance tasks include keeping surrounding foliage in check. This 

bank, which borders the bridle path, was formed from the earth that was 

removed  when the heathland was restored. Heather flourishes on nutrient-poor 

soil, so the area was scraped back to the original stony surface.  



 

 

 

We are rewarded for this work in the warmer months when lizards, slow worms, 

toads, bats, butterflies, dragonflies, a host of other invertebrates and small 

mammals like this shrew are recorded here.  



 

   

We are privileged here in Chislehurst to have such a 
precious resource as the Commons right on our doorstep. 
  
The Act of Parliament that protects the 180 acres provides 



 

no funding, and we are dependent on the generosity of local 
people.  
   

If you would like to support our work,  
   

you can donate via our website 
 

www.chislehurstcommons.uk 
  

or via PayPal Giving 
  

Thank you! 
  

 

 

Bird Watching 

 

 

 

 

A firecrest was spotted by one of our volunteers in January in trees near the 

Overflow Glade. Firecrests compete with goldcrests for the title of the UKôs 

smallest bird. It is very difficult to take a photo because they are constantly 

on the move, and despite best efforts he only managed a tail view, with no 

sign of the magnificent orange crown.  The photo above was downloaded 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3Dfc025c9be3%26e%3Dab784cab69&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cde6e033126b1498b007108dd43572943%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638740763839451444%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Crf5hbfR%2FiIWzChzpXG6pxvOwHICZJ8xbO3HWeQf4TQ%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3Dea5f3ebe7d%26e%3Dab784cab69&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cde6e033126b1498b007108dd43572943%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638740763839464964%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iu72PtIpzIZRX%2B3M3zDpFp3prgwLr4wpyoGdJFRBKIY%3D&reserved=0


 

free from the internet. 

 

If you manage to take a photo of one, we would love you to share it with us. 

  

 

 

 

Our Arctic visitors, the redwings, are still with us, hunting for any remaining 

berries. 

  

 

 

Snowy Days on the Commons 

 

 



  

  


