
  

 

 

January 2025 

  

  

 

Chislehurst Commons  

  

wish you all  

  

a Happy New Year!   

 

 

  



 

 

 

Itôs that time of year again, when the winter solstice is behind us, there are 

signs of spring in the natural world, and we look forward to the new year. 

  



  

  

 



 

We donôt know what 2025 may bring to the commons.  

But whatever comes our way, and however adaptable we may need to be, our 

new year resolutions remain the same - to continue to maintain the 180 acres 

as a safe and pleasant green space for the enjoyment of the community, open 

24/7, to continue to preserve, develop and monitor their biodiversity, and to 

create opportunities to share information through the newsletter and events 

such as our regular walks and our family mornings. 

We give a huge thank you to everyone who has supported us in these aims in 

the past year. 

 

Some of the team at the annual Christmas gathering. 

None of the work could happen without our knowledgeable and dedicated 

Keepers, Jonathan and Toby, and all the voluntary supporters of Chislehurstôs 

wonderful commons ï the unpaid Board of Trustees, the willing and able 

working party, our social media manager, the litter pickers who go out to keep 

the area tidy, the team who construct, maintain and monitor the bird boxes, 

everyone who comes along to help at events, the team at Chislehurst Creates, 

who work so hard all year to bring the event to life in September, people who 

come along to help with surveys, Champion Wines who make space in their 

shop for our bird seed, the team at Chislehurst Library, and all those people 

who have donated towards our annual running costs. 

Our thanks to them all! 



 

Our thanks also go to everyone who cares deeply about the commons and 

values the contribution they make to daily life in Chislehurst. 

Please continue to spread the word about Chislehurstôs good fortune in having 

such a wonderful area on its doorstep! 

  

 

 

 

Despite the recent damp, misty weather, we hope you managed to get out onto 

the common over the festive period. 

  



 

 

 

You may have been fortunate enough to spot a redwing, like the one above, a 

winter visitor from Scandinavia, or one of the other birds that frequent the 

commons ï robins, bluetits, wrens, or jays, for example. 

  



 



 

 

A peep into the newspaper archives reveals scenes from a day in Chislehurst 

138 years ago, a small snapshot of how the commons were used for recreation 

in the past. 

 

Lewisham Hare and Hounds was a cross-country running club, so named 

because a trail of paper or flour would often be laid for runners to follow. 

 

In 1886, they decided to continue with their plans for a run in Chislehurst over 

the Christmas period, despite heavy falls of snow. 

 

The Kentish Mercury reported that a group travelled by train from New Cross 

and ñtrudged two miles through the snow to their headquarters for the day, The 

Sydney Arms. A small group quickly turned out and indulged in half an hourôs 

spin.ò 

 

The race was won by a member of South London Harriers, with Lewisham 

second, and Blackheath Harriers in third place. 

 

ñAfter tea, the evening was devoted to a smoking concert.ò (a live performance 

attended by men only, popular in Victorian times.) 

 

The postcard above, showing similar conditions on the common, was sent in 

December 1904. 

   



 

 

Nowadays, as in the past, the commons are used in many different ways. 

Regular dog walkers, for example, celebrate at this time of year by decorating a 

tree near the Overflow Glade, where so many of their pets take their daily 

exercise. 



 

 

 

Other people appreciate the area for walking, running, as a pleasant route to 

the shops, station, work or school, or as a space within the natural world to 

relax and take their ease. 

 

However you experience the commons, we hope you continue to enjoy the 

area in 2025!  

  



 

   

We are privileged here in Chislehurst to have such a 
precious resource as the Commons right on our doorstep. 
  
The Act of Parliament that protects the 180 acres provides 



 

no funding, and we are dependent on the generosity of local 
people.  
   

If you would like to support our work,  
   

you can donate via our website 
 

www.chislehurstcommons.uk 
  

or via PayPal Giving 
  

Thank you! 
  

 

 

In our monthly newsletters we aim to show you some of the amazing 

biodiversity of the wildlife that makes its home here, and also some of the work 

that goes into managing and maintaining the 180 acres. 

   

  

 

The Work of the Keepers and Volunteer Working 

Party  

 

 

  

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3D14f88f994d%26e%3Dab784cab69&data=05%7C02%7C%7C96cb0c434d0843890b0808dd2d569463%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638716572055974813%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=udC7356qsiNWJK8jqMoYDVVjV0MSYuviYseGPxbTRTM%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3D291fe7b8e9%26e%3Dab784cab69&data=05%7C02%7C%7C96cb0c434d0843890b0808dd2d569463%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638716572055995893%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ctUsuwY%2FHCr4OzsAkNIvOhEd2Zd3frk7CNyKSp05yWI%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 

The wonderful working party turned out on the Wednesday before Christmas as 

usual. 

 

Here they are working on one of the main paths, clearing holly re-growth. This 

is done selectively so that the holly doesnôt become too dominant, but some is 

retained to produce the berries that are a vital food for birds through the cold 

winter months. 

  



 

 

 

Another group spent time clearing fallen leaves from the ditch that feeds Rush 

Pond for the second time this autumn.  It is important to keep it clear so that as 

much water as possible can make its way into the pond. 

 

 

Recent Pictures from the Commons  

 

 

 

If you venture out in the coming weeks, you are sure to find many sights to 

interest and engage you.  

 



 

 

 

White dead nettle is already in flower across the commons. 

  



 

 

Meanwhile, the seed heads from autumn linger. 

  



 

These are the seeds of honesty, showing clearly how it acquired its Latin name 

lunaria, which means ñmoon-shapedò, and why it is known as ñthe money plantò 

in south-east Asia. 

  

It is a garden escapee, but now flourishes at Prickend Pond, The Pit at St. 

Nicholas School, and in various other areas of the commons. 

  

 

 

  

You need look no further than St. Paulôs Cray Common to find examples of the 

art that nature creates. 

  

This bracket fungus has grown around a tree stump. Together with the 

characteristic fine grass that grows on the poor soil of the commons, moss and 

fallen leaves, it is a sight to lift the spirits. 

  



 

 

 

In the same natural art gallery, you can find this oak moss lichen, and marvel at 

its colours and form. 

   



 

 

And Finally ï a Sculpture Formed by Nature  

 

 

  

 


