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Today we welcome winter, and colourful autumn scenes like the ones above 

will gradually change as the daylight hours get shorter. Storm Bert last 

weekend brought down many of the remaining autumn leaves. 

 



 

We donôt yet know what kind of weather December 2024 will bring, but the 

scenes below show how variable it can be. 

  

  



  

 

The two photos above were taken on 12th December 2022. 

The one below of the working party was taken on the same date in 2023. 

   

 



 

 

  

Looking further back, we can see from our records and old newspapers that the 

commons have experienced some very cold spells of winter weather, with ice 

and snow. 

 

In 1891, the local paper reported that all stretches of water in the area had 

frozen and that ñthe large pond at the Prickend side of Chislehurst Common 

had been very inefficiently swept, but it was, nevertheless, on both days, 

crowded to rather too great an extent, for the comfort of the skaters.ò 

  

  



 

 

 

Snow and ice caused problems in January 1917, but ñLondon faced arctic 

conditions with characteristic good humour.ò In fact, ñon the ponds of 

Chislehurst Common skating by moonlight has been a popular form of 

recreation.ò 

 

It is worth noting that this was during the First World War, with no end in sight. 

  



 

 

This Christmas card was posted in 1921, the year the postage went up to three 

halfpence for cards. It went down to one penny in 1922, following public 

protests. 

 

In January 1962, the Head Keeper of the Commons noted that he had ña vast 

amount of clearing to carry out after the heavy fall of snow which damaged a 

great number of trees.ò In March of the same year, he reported that ña number 

of trees had still to be cleared in addition to routine work on the Common.ò A 

Commons Keeperôs work is never done! 

 

The local paper of January 1968 reported that, although little damage had been 



 

caused by the recent heavy snow, ñlocal people had taken advantage of the 

cold spell to skate on the ponds, and on Saturday the area had been given a 

gay, Dickensian look by the skaters.ò 

  

  



 

 

Whatever the weather, a walk on our commons here in Chislehurst gives an 

opportunity to enjoy the beauties and intricacies of nature at first hand, and a 

walk in winter is no exception, as these two photos show. 



 

 

So welcome winter, and spring, summer and autumn! 

 

The 180 acres of Chislehurst Commons bring joy in all seasons. 

   

 

Christmas Tree Festival at Chislehurst Methodist 

Church 

 

 

  



 

 

ñChislehurst Commons ï a joy in all seasonsò is the title of our entry this year in 

the Festival at Chislehurst Methodist Church in Prince Imperial Road. 



 

 

This is always a wonderful event, with so many imaginative interpretations, and 

we hope you will be able to come along and enjoy it. 

 

The dates and times of opening are on the poster. 

  



  

   

 

Our Wonderful Keepers and Volunteers  

 

 

  



 

 

 

Work is continuing in the area at the junction of Watts Lane and Bromley Road, 

opening a glade by coppicing some trees. This will enable more light to reach 

the ground and encourage a greater diversity of ground cover. 

. 



 

 

Meanwhile on the opposite side of Bromley Road, in the Overflow Glade, work 

to ensure that this valuable area is retained, has continued. It is a mixed area of 

heather, gorse, grass and wildflowers, and it is important for biodiversity that no 



 

element becomes too dominant. So encroaching saplings, gorse and heather 

have been selectively removed or trimmed. 

   

 

More Fantastic Fungi 

 

 

 

 

Last month in the newsletter we explored the world of fantastic fungi and their 

beguiling names. 

 

This month we have three more for you. As you will see, this time the names 

are descriptive.  

 

  

  

 



 

Common parasol 

Macrolepiota procera 

 

 

Hoof fungus 

Fomes fomentarius. 


