October 2024

Deposit the riches of autumn in your memory bank - the gold of the leaves, the

silver of spidersdé6 webs in the early
ripe, red berries, sparkling like jewels in the sunlight.



Autumn was an important time of year for our predecessors-c ol | ect i n
harvest and preserving it by bottling, pickling and making jam so that the fruits

of autumn could be enjoyed through the winter.



Blackberry and apple crumble is still a favourite!



Although we are not now so dependent on seasonal produce, and there are

additional methods of preserving it, autumn is still an important time for wildlife.

Animals of all kinds start to prepare for the colder months, and a plentiful

harvest is vital to their survival.

There are apple trees across the commons, and the recent spell of wet and

windy weather produced windfalls, a feast for birds and small mammals.



We b bHissory of Chislehurst, published in 1899, describing some of the i mo s
mar ked and c ha ofif€hisiegurst GCommon,reesstm it he gr
guantity of wild rose bushes, completely covered with a wealth of exquisite and
delicate fl owerso.



There are still a few bushes dotted about. The one in the photo above is at

Rush Pond.




Wild carrot

Teasels

Seed heads like these are an important food source for birds, especially as the



weather gets colder and the daylight hours shorter.

Jays and squirrels are particularly fond of acorns, and bury them as a store for



the winter.

Fairy ring champignons Beefsteak fungus

Autumn is a good time to look out for fabulous fungi, all part of the cycle of life

on the common.



There may be a chill in the

getting out onto our wonderful 180 acres.

This male mandarin duck was displaying his new plumage recently at Rush

Pond, after his annual summer mouilt.

Anot her

e X a mpslriehesdofstora anayufon katér.

Chislehurst Creates




We had a wonderful afternoon at Chislehurst Creates on September

14™. The sun shone, and the common was full of people enjoying the

amazing choice of art and craft activities on offer.
Our activity, shown above, was based on the growth rings in a tree.

The success of the event is due to the hard work and creativity of
Helen Baylis, who worked throughout the year on the organisation, the
development of activities and the sourcing of materials, and to her
team.

It was a great event for the community and notable for the number of
volunteers who gave their time to support it in so many ways, and to

the generosity of the sponsors who made it possible.



All proceeds will be used to support our work of maintaining the

commons.

We are very grateful to Helen, and everyone involved.

Family Morning on the Common

In August, we offered three Family Activity Mornings on the common, and

another is planned for the October half term.

Details are on the poster below. It is a free event, and there is no need to

book. Just drop by and join in!



Family Morning
On Chislehurst Common
Monday 28" October 2024

Come and have fun exploring the local
environment!

@ Free Activities
— - hosted by

Chislehurst Commons

M whened CEariy N 102917

Drop in and join us!
between 10 am and 12.30

Where: on the common between School Road
and Church Row, just off Royal Parade

Batty Facts Art and Craft  Discovery Table
- with an autumn What will you
theme find out?

/Cfrags @

¢

Children must be accompanied by an adult, and remain their
responsibility at all times.




Our Wonderful Keepers and Volunteers 1 at the

Ponds

Lower water levels enabled volunteers to wade across to the island in Rush

Pond to remove some of the overhanging foliage.

While this provides cover and perching places for water birds, it also drops
leaves into the water which decompose and add unwanted nutrients. Also the

shade inhibits the growth of underwater plants.

We aim to maintain a balance so that there are perching places but reduced

leaf fall and shade.



The volunteers with waders were also able to remove some of the branches

and litter from the bottom, while others worked on the exposed margins.
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It was also an opportunity to clean the depth gauge which is used to
keep regular recordings of changing water levels.



Our Wonderful Keepers and Volunteers 1

Grasslands

The grasslands of the commons provide food and shelter for a variety of
wildlife.

These two Egyptian geese were pictured foraging in the Loop Road area.



