
  

 

 

October 2024 

  

 

 

 

  

Deposit the riches of autumn in your memory bank - the gold of the leaves, the 

silver of spidersô webs in the early morning dew, the bronze of chestnuts, and 

ripe, red berries, sparkling like jewels in the sunlight. 

  



 

 

 

Autumn was an important time of year for our predecessors - collecting natureôs 

harvest and preserving it by bottling, pickling and making jam so that the fruits 

of autumn could be enjoyed through the winter.  

  

  



 

 

 

Blackberry and apple crumble is still a favourite! 

  



 

 

 

Although we are not now so dependent on seasonal produce, and there are 

additional methods of preserving it, autumn is still an important time for wildlife. 

 

Animals of all kinds start to prepare for the colder months, and a plentiful 

harvest is vital to their survival. 

 

There are apple trees across the commons, and the recent spell of wet and 

windy weather produced windfalls, a feast for birds and small mammals. 

   



 

 

Webbôs History of Chislehurst, published in 1899, describing some of the ñmost 

marked and charming featuresò of Chislehurst Common, refers to ñthe great 

quantity of wild rose bushes, completely covered with a wealth of exquisite and 

delicate flowersò. 



 

There are still a few bushes dotted about. The one in the photo above is at 

Rush Pond. 

   

 



 

 

Wild carrot 

  

 

 

Teasels 

 

Seed heads like these are an important food source for birds, especially as the 



 

weather gets colder and the daylight hours shorter. 

   

 

 

Jays and squirrels are particularly fond of acorns, and bury them as a store for 



 

the winter. 

   

 

  

 

Fairy ring champignons 

 

Beefsteak fungus 

 

 

Autumn is a good time to look out for fabulous fungi, all part of the cycle of life 

on the common. 

   

 



 

 

 

There may be a chill in the air, but itôs always worth wrapping up warm and 

getting out onto our wonderful 180 acres. 

 

This male mandarin duck was displaying his new plumage recently at Rush 

Pond, after his annual summer moult. 

  

Another example of autumnôs riches to store away for later. 

   

 

 

Chislehurst Creates 

 

 

  



 

 

We had a wonderful afternoon at Chislehurst Creates on September 

14th. The sun shone, and the common was full of people enjoying the 

amazing choice of art and craft activities on offer. 

 

Our activity, shown above, was based on the growth rings in a tree. 

 

The success of the event is due to the hard work and creativity of 

Helen Baylis, who worked throughout the year on the organisation, the 

development of activities and the sourcing of materials, and to her 

team. 

 

It was a great event for the community and notable for the number of 

volunteers who gave their time to support it in so many ways, and to 

the generosity of the sponsors who made it possible. 



 

 

All proceeds will be used to support our work of maintaining the 

commons. 

   

We are very grateful to Helen, and everyone involved. 

  

 

 

Family Morning on the Common  

 

 

 

 

In August, we offered three Family Activity Mornings on the common, and 

another is planned for the October half term.  

 

Details are on the poster below. It is a free event, and there is no need to 

book. Just drop by and join in!   

 

  



  

  



 

 

Our Wonderful Keepers and Volunteers ï at the 

Ponds 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Lower water levels enabled volunteers to wade across to the island in Rush 

Pond to remove some of the overhanging foliage. 

 

While this provides cover and perching places for water birds, it also drops 

leaves into the water which decompose and add unwanted nutrients. Also the 

shade inhibits the growth of underwater plants. 

 

We aim to maintain a balance so that there are perching places but reduced 

leaf fall and shade. 

   



 

 

 

The volunteers with waders were also able to remove some of the branches 

and litter from the bottom, while others worked on the exposed margins. 

   



 

 

 

It was also an opportunity to clean the depth gauge which is used to 

keep regular recordings of changing water levels. 

   



 

 

Our Wonderful Keepers and Volunteers ï 

Grasslands 

 

 

  

 

 

 

The grasslands of the commons provide food and shelter for a variety of 

wildlife. 

These two Egyptian geese were pictured foraging in the Loop Road area. 

   


