September 2024

Make your mark with paint, pencil or a variety of other media, on Saturday 14"

September at Chislehurst Creates, the exciting community art and craft event

that takes place on the area of the common opposite the Crown public house.

As well as providing an afternoon of fun and creative activities, it raises funds



for the maintenance and development of the wonderful 180 acres of common

land here in Chislehurst.
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This is areal community event, and the atmosphere is amazing!



The wonderful team, led by Helen Baylis, has been working hard all year
planning and sourcing the activities, and organising all the equipment.
The event could not take place without the volunteers who give their time
on the day to set up stalls, help with the activities and pack away at the

end.
Thanks also to the sponsors who support it so generously.
So, come along and join in, or come along to watch and enjoy a coffee
and a cake.

We look forward to seeing you!

Click on this link to TicketSource

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/chiscommons

to purchase tickets in advance.

Scadbury Manor Open Weekend

By the mid-eighteenth century, the Lord of the Manor of Scadbury also owned
the Manors of both Chislehurst and St

commons.

Orpington and District Archaeological Society will be hosting an Open Weekend
at Scadbury Manor on Saturday 14" and Sunday 15" September.

You can see full details by clicking this link.
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Bug Hunting

In August we offered three Family Mornings on the common, including a nature

trail, some art and craft using mainly natural materials, a nature quiz, a book

corner with the team from Chislehurst Library and a bug hunt.

The bug hunt was a great success, and stimulated a lot of interest and
discussion, especially when the invertebrates were viewed through magnifiers

so that their beauty and complexity could be fully appreciated.



A robberfly, so called because they wait in ambush and catch their prey, mainly

flies, in flight.



Roesel's bush cricket.



A female wasp spider.

The prey is a meadow grasshopper. It had just been caught, paralysed and

wrapped ready to be eaten.

Lowland Heathland i a Precious Part of our

Heritage and a Valuable Habitat

The heathland on St . P a ubedusfulathanjomep mr
a study in purple.

It is also one of the most important wildlife habitats in Britain. Lowland

heathland is a UK Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Habitat as it is both rare and



threatened. It develops on very impoverished, nutrient-poor acidic soils, and is

characterised by low-growing shrubs, with grasses, bare ground and scrub.

Until mid-Victorian times, it was the main feature of the commons around

London, together with acid grassland, but very little now remains.

Our heathland was restored and extended about 20 years ago, and has been

carefully tended since.




Lowland heathland provides cover and a breeding ground for a wide range of

species, some of which are rare elsewhere.

For the last few years, we have been carrying out regular surveys to monitor

the presence of common lizards and slow-worms (which are legless lizards).

The numbers recorded during these surveys provide an indication of the likely

size and distribution of the population across the whole site.
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March and will continue to the end of October. So far, 73 slow-worms and 12
common lizards have been recorded around the main heathland. A new survey
site, south of the heathland, is also showing promise, with our first reptile

sightings (7 slow-worms) recorded here. The results will be used to guide

habitat management for reptile conservation and protection, and biodiversity



improvements in these areas, and, importantly, provide feedback on any

we make.

changes

A common lizard basking on fallen wood.



A male slow-worm.



Toads are often recorded during surveys as they spend the summer feeding on

the invertebrates in the heathland.



A Jersey tiger moth.

The heathland attracts a variety of butterflies, moths and other invertebrates.



A gatekeeper.



Although a patchwork of low growing plants is a feature of a healthy heathland,

careful maintenance is necessary to ensure that bracken, blackberry and gorse
do not become too dominant, and to prevent the woodland encroaching. Here

volunteers are removing some of the bracken.



There are two other, smaller areas of heather on Chislehurst Common, which

also need regular maintenance.

This photo was taken in the Overflow Glade.



The other area is at the end of the Cricket Ground, where there are also

anthills.

We are committed to protecting and maintaining these precious habitats, for the

enjoyment of the community and for the wildlife that makes its home there.



