June 2024

Take in the green and glorious sights of summer like this one at Rush Pond.

You donot need to travel

Theydre all around us here in Chisle
the backdrop to our daily lives.



In our monthly Newsletters we aim to show you some of the work involved in

maintaining and enhancing these views for present and future generations.

The view across Prickend Pond has been enhanced by marginal planting over

recent years, including the yellow iris in the foreground.



The Pound provides an oasis of calm opposite Royal Parade.



At the moment the views across the acid grasslands are tinged with the bronze

of sheepds sorrel, and dotted wdart h
hawkweed. This area near the Cockpit which contains anthills, is particularly

valuable for its biodiversity.
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Cat 6s ear Mouse-ear hawkweed

Just some of the many wonderful summe

Cray Commons.

Events on the Commons in June

The commons provide a valuable community space, and many events have

taken place here over the years.
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ALL DAY FREE ENTERTAINMENT
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The Rotary Summer Fair is held annually on the Centre Common site between

Ashfield Lane and Centre Common Road, and is always a great occasion.

We will be there with a display showcasing the history of the commons, their

biodiversity and some of the work involved in their management.

We will also have photos and greetings cards for sale.
Please come along and say hello!



FOR
THE BIG LUNCH!

BRINGING COMMUNITY,
TO THE COMMUNITY

Saturday 22nd June 2024

Chislehurst Common,
Prickend Pond Green, Chislehurst, BR7 5AN

Time:Mam-1pm

The Big Lunch is free and open to everyone -
just bring your own lunch and all your picnic essentials.

Free information, activities and more!

.: g;ii:; =2

PARTNEREDBY « - « « == v et v oo non e

"
Iceland | e oreENEKiNG

©London Borsugh of Bromiey. Al rights reserved, 2024. ARroduct of the Strategy, Performanceand Comorate Transformation Division.

The Tackling Loneliness initiative has been a high priority for the London
Borough of Bromley since 2019, and, under the leadership of Helayna Jenkins,
Principal Loneliness Champion, it has worked successfully to bring



communities together and foster a sense of belonging.
Big Lunch events are being held across the borough in June to support the
initiative, share ideas, and to show some of the resources, activities and groups

available locally.

We are pleased that the Chislehurst Big Lunch will be taking place on Saturday
22" June, on the same site as the Summer Fair.

Please come along and support this event i bring a picnic or just come to

browse.

|l tés a great opportunity for our Chi

The Work of the Keepers and Volunteers

The team have continued to carry out routine maintenance tasks, including
cutting back foliage from paths at Prickend Pond, and weeding around the

newly-planted whips and saplings to prevent them being covered by brambles.



Some of the larger trees bordering roads had become obscured by

undergrowth, and it was difficult to get a good view of them, so another task this
month has been clearing around them to make them more visible.



Toby, the Assistant Keeper, has been out and about making sure that verges

are cut, and sightlines maintained.

In the spring and summer months, some of the volunteers use the Wednesday



morning sessions to carry out survey

Cray Common or the grasslands of Chislehurst Common.

These surveys are essential tools to help us to understand the 180 acres and
the plants and wildlife that live here, to plan future work and to manage the

effects of climate change.

Floral Diversity

Among the flowers that brighten verges, woodland rides and grasslands, the
speedwells are a particularly cheerful sight.

They start to appear in March, and boost biodiversity as an early source of

nectar.

There are around 22 different species of speedwell in the UK, and we have at

least four growing on the commons.
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Thyme-leaved speedwell i veronica

serpyllifolia

Marsh speedwell T veronica

scutellata

Common field-speedwell i veronica
persica
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Over the last few years, we have reported on the work of the working party in

clearing holly from the area between Kemnal Road and Fallowfield. The holly
had become so dense that it was preventing light getting to the ground, and no
other plants were growing there.



However, the area is gradually becoming green again, and these foxgloves are

a welcome sight.




The two commons of Chislehurst, Chislehurst Common and St.
Paul 6s Cray Common, are manag
established under an Act of Parliament.

The Act protects the 180 acres but provides no funding, and the
generosity of local people and the time given by volunteers are
vital.

The knowledge and dedication of the two full-time Keepers are
invaluable. Everyone else who works to preserve and maintain

the area does so voluntarily.

If you would like to support the work of maintaining and
enhancing the commons.

you can donate via our website

www.chislehurstcommons.uk

or via PayPal Giving

Thank you!

Family Life at the Ponds
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The Overflow Pond has retained water for longer than usual this year, and

provided peaceful surroundings for breeding birds, like this family of mallard
ducklings.



It also attracted a pair of wood ducks, shown here with two of their three

ducklings. The male in the background of the photo has the bright markings.

This family has now moved to Rush Pond, see below.



Meanwhile, at Prickend Pond three Egyptian goslings are becoming more

independent, although the parent continues to keep a lookout for danger.



