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Letôs celebrate the Merry Month of May! 

  

This is the month when we feel the force of nature all around us, its energy and 

vitality, as plants come into flower, birds hatch their young, buds open on trees, 

and bees and butterflies fly along woodland margins and over grasslands. 

   



 

 

Bird Life 

 

 

 

 

Our bird boxes are proving popular. 

This picture was taken using an approved method which is unobtrusive and 

doesnôt distress the birds, but provides valuable information. This is a clutch of 

12 blue tit eggs. 

   

 

 

Flowers Everywhere! 

 

 

  



 

 

 

ñApril showers bring May flowersò as the old saying goes, and this year it has 

certainly proved to be true here on Chislehurst Common. 

  

In the woodlands, along the verges, and on the grasslands, flowers are 

blooming in abundance. 

 

Itôs a great time to go out for a walk! 

  

The photo above shows the grassland at the Ramblers Rest bright with bulbous 

buttercups. This is one of the experimental areas that was mown in March and 

will be mown again in July and September. Cuttings are removed to deprive the 

soil of nutrients, and we hope to see more flowers typical of acid grasslands 

appearing through the year. 

  



  



  



 

 

 

Bluebells and wild garlic can be found in the dappled shade of the spring 

woodlands along Prince Imperial Road, Fallowfield and near Holbrook House 

on St. Paulôs Cray Common. They are indicators of older woodland areas and, 

as our woodlands age, they are beginning to appear elsewhere. The yellow, 

star-like lesser celandine comes earlier in spring, but, as shown in the photo, 

some still linger. 

   



 

 

 

While some plants prefer the shelter of wooded areas, others thrive in places 

like the verge along Watts Lane, the grassy area opposite the Bull, woodland 

margins and the edges of footpaths. 

 

Herb Robert is a type of craneôs-bill. You can see it in a variety of settings on 

the commons from April to September. 

   



 

 

 

This is cuckoo flower, or ladyôs smock, known also in some parts of the country 

as mayflower. Although it is a common plant, found along road verges in the 

Kent countryside, it has only been found in one site on the Common so far. 

   



 

 

 

Greater celandine is not related to the star-shaped lesser celandine mentioned 

earlier, although both are bright yellow. It is a member of the poppy family and 

grows up to 90 cm tall.  

  



 

 

   

Not only do they brighten our daily lives, but each of these flowering plants 

plays a vital role in the natural food chain, providing food for insects and other 

creatures. 

 

They also attract pollinators like this brimstone butterfly. 

 

Their presence illustrates the importance of managing and maintaining every 

part of the 180 acres of common land in Chislehurst, to preserve and enhance 

biodiversity. 

   

 

Flowering Trees 

 

 

May brings the sight of trees heavy with blossom. This is the start of the cycle 

that brings berries in the autumn, which support our resident bird population 



 

and attract visitors like the redwings that migrate from Scandinavia. 

   

 

 

 

 

This is the rowan at the top of the High Street, and there are others in the 

woodlands. 

  



 

 

Holly 

  



 

 

Horse chestnut 

  



 

 

 

The heavy scent of hawthorn blossom is a sure sign that summer is on its way. 

It is also known as the May tree and provides a valuable habitat for many 

species of wildlife.  

  



 

 

Signs of New Growth 

 

 

 

 

In recent newsletters we have reported on work to enhance the biodiversity of 

our woodlands by coppicing some of the trees and planting whips and saplings. 

Coppicing is a traditional woodland management technique where trees are cut 

down at the base to allow new shoots to grow. These then form an understorey 

which will provide food and shelter for birds, invertebrates and small mammals.  

 

 

 

New shoots are already growing from the base of this tree cut in December. 

   



 

 

The wet weather this spring has given the whips and saplings planted in 

February a good start. This is a spindle tree. 

   


