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Weôre all smiles, despite the recent spells of dull wet weather! 

 

There have been sunny periods, and we have plenty of reasons to be cheerful 

when itôs springtime, and we have the commons on our doorstep. 

 

Read on to find out some of the things that are bringing smiles to our faces this 



 

month, as the natural world responds to the longer, warmer days.  

   

 

 

Exciting News! 

 

 

 

 

This small tortoiseshell butterfly was recorded recently on Chislehurst 

Common, not for the first time ever, but for the first time in recent years, and 

certainly since we began sending our records to iRecord, a national database. 

 

As you can see from the poster below, produced by Bromley Biodiversity 

Partnership, the small tortoiseshell butterfly, once one of the most common 

garden butterflies, is now becoming much rarer, and its declining numbers are 

a national concern, so it was a particularly important and exciting find. 

 



 

To help with the monitoring of this species, there is an email address on the 

poster where you can report any sightings, and if you see one on the commons 

we would be grateful if you could also send details to 

info@chislehurstcommons.uk  

  

 

 

More Butterflies 

 

 

mailto:info@chislehurstcommons.uk


  

 

The sighting of the small tortoiseshell brought the number of species identified 

on the commons in recent years to 27. Overall, the UK has 57 resident species 

and two regular migrants. 

 

Kevin Jennings took the photo of the small tortoiseshell and the three below in 

the last few weeks.  

 

 

 

Comma 

  



 

 

Brimstone 

  



 

 

Peacock 

 

As butterflies have a short life cycle, their numbers respond quickly to 

environmental change and habitat destruction. 

 

We are fortunate that the commons offer so many different habitats, food plants 

and places to lay eggs. Surveying helps us to identify, maintain and develop 

these features. 

 

You can see a full list of all the species of butterfly recorded on our commons 

by clicking this link.  

  

 

Chislehurst Commons Nature Quiz 

 

 

  

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3D6d26432033%26e%3Dab784cab69&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cf3d311f847544ca03e4c08dc56c7de1e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638480663663338091%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=i7Y3P4LUpqF7f9TEgu%2F6TsY1e2Z6t2E0oqG5XZOAAc0%3D&reserved=0


  

   

 

Our Wonderful Keepers and Volunteers 

 

 



 

April is a good month for us to evaluate the work we do through the year to 

maintain and develop the valuable habitats of the commons.  Leaves are 

beginning to appear on trees, early spring flowers are in bloom, animals, birds 

and insects are becoming more active, and soon we may see ducklings on the 

ponds. 

It is also an opportunity for the Keepers and volunteers to see the results of 

their hard work.  

  

 

Grassland 

 

 

 

 

We have reported on our grassland management in previous newsletters, and 

this was the first cut-and-rake of the year at the Ramblers Rest. Our volunteers 

are working to improve the quality of this area by cutting the grass three times a 

year and raking off the cuttings to deprive the soil of nutrients. 

The photo was taken on 20th March, and already bulbous buttercups, a typical 



 

plant of this kind of grassland, are coming into flower. 

   

  



 

 

Heathland 

 

 

 

 

 

During the winter, our volunteers undertook maintenance and development 

work on the heathland on St. Paulôs Cray Common. Silver birch saplings were 

removed, areas opened up to let in more sunlight, and encroaching brambles 

cut back. 

Lizards and slow worms come out of hibernation in spring. Our first survey of 

the year recorded two slow worms, and the second, four lizards and four slow 

worms. These surveys continue throughout the spring and summer months.  

 

 

Wetlands 

 

 



  

  



 

The Overflow Pond is one of a series of depressions formed by old gravel 

workings which hold water in a wet winter, and this year the water levels are 

higher than usual. These occasional ponds are rare and valuable habitats. 

 

The volunteers support them by cutting back the willows that grow in and near 

the water. Willows support many species of moths and other invertebrates, but 

they also take up water, so it is important to maintain a balance. 

 

The first amphibian survey of the year, carried out by looking along the edges 

of the ponds, found 14 newts in the Overflow Pond. 

 

The photos below were taken at Rush Pond on the first and second surveys.  

 

 

 

2024 Chislehurst Commons Amphibian Survey 

 

  



  

   

 

Projects to Boost Biodiversity 

 

 



 

 

One of our volunteers, Chris Pond, constructed an owl box, and he and his son 

Edward spent a morning putting it up in the woods. 

   



 

 

Tawny owls have been heard and seen in the area so we hope it will be used 

for nesting, or possibly as a refuge during the day. 

The photo of the young tawny owl was taken two and a half years ago in the 

same location. 

Chris, together with Ross Wearn, has also made and put up boxes for blue tits 

and great tits. 

   



 

 

 

This area of heathland at the end of the Cricket Ground is a landscape feature 

from the time when Chislehurst Common was used by local residents for 

grazing their animals. It also contains anthills, home to yellow meadow ants. 

 

It is a valuable and increasingly rare habitat, particularly in the London area. 

 

It supports a unique ecosystem of plants and animals, and in the spring and 

summer it is buzzing with insect life. 

 

However, it is always at risk of being taken over by coarse grasses and 

brambles, so a task for our volunteers has been to remove some of them, 

leaving others as food plants and refuges. 

   



 

 

Routine maintenance 

 

 

 

 

In addition to boosting biodiversity, the working party has carried out routine 


