March 2024

|l tés spring, and the woods are alive

Amongst the trees and bushes of Chislehurst Commons, a few steps away
from the hustle and bustle of the urban world, trills, whistles, cheeps and chirps
ring out. The birds are preparing for spring.



In spring, the male birds sing loudly to defend their territory and try to attract a

mate.

If you are up in time for the dawn chorus, you are in for a treat, but they sing all
through the day, so itdéds never too |

Walk down any of the paths, pause a while, and enjoy the variety of sounds i

the ripples of long and short notes, the interludes, the melodious changes of
pitch and volume.

But which birds are they?

To help with identification, the Wildlife Trusts have recorded the songs of

different birds which you can access at this address.



www.wildlifetrusts.org/wildlife/how-identify/identify-bird-song



https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3D48a2284ff5%26e%3Dab784cab69&data=05%7C02%7C%7C3861c2c8bac94efee38f08dc3b4f8679%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638450459964837041%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xKxc%2F9nEXOGQLPJHGY1DDTs4R00DRCr0tixDt4q6fpw%3D&reserved=0

The photos above show two of the birds you might hear, a robin and a female

chaffinch, but there are many others. Male birds may sing louder, but the

females provide the subsong, the quieter, softer sounds.




Woodland birds need somewhere to breed, feed and hide, so they prefer areas

where there is undergrowth to provide cover and perching places, and a variety

of plant life to produce flowers, seeds and berries, and to attract insects.

The area around the Overflow Pond is a good bird-watching spot. The photo of

the long-tailed tit above, was taken there recently.



This wren is singing to attract a female, but he has something else to offer. He

has probably already built a nest, or maybe up to 12, for a prospective partner
to choose from. If the female is impressed, she will line it with leaves, moss and
feathers. This means many nests are unoccupied, although the male may

persuade a second female to take up residence in a nest rejected by the first.

Our Wonderful Keepers and Volunteers
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The working party volunteers have been working to improve areas of the

woodlands to make them more attractive to birds and other wildlife.

The photos above show an area where some trees were coppiced recently, and
some holly removed, and the same area two weeks later with the sun
streaming in. This will encourage lower-growing plants, and we hope, in time, it

will be more attractive to wildlife.

In areas cleared of holly that was choking out any other growth, whips and

saplings have been planted.
This is the area along Bromley Lane.



Although there are natural nesting sites across the commons, our bird boxes

used.

provide security and are always well

maintenance and

Many thanks to Ross Wearn and Chris Pond for the upkeep,



monitoring. Seven new boxes were put up this week, two for great tits and five

for blue tits.

Social Media

You can keep up to date with news from the commons by following us on social

media.

Facebook - chislehurstcommon
X - @ChisCommons

Instagram - chislehurstcommons

These platforms are an important way for us to communicate with the
community, and we are very grateful to Sarah Gill-Schmitz who volunteers as
manager of our social media presence, posts for us, and has been helping us

to develop our social media skills.
Her support enables us to give news and views, but also important information.
For example, in the next few weeks, we will be carrying out some essential tree

safety work along Bromley Road, which may involve road closures.

Via our social media presence, we will be able to let you know the date as soon

as possible.

Thank you, Sarah!



Early Flowers







Flowers are already appearing on the grasslands, roadside verges and

woodland margins, an important food source for early invertebrates.



