December 2023



The Commons donot close for Chri st

The Commons are always open, so take a walk this December and enjoy the
gifts that nature brings i the sight of a squirrel whisking up into the branches of



a tree, birdsong, the strange and magical shapes of fungi, sunlight on leaves
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and the feeling that comes from time spent in the natural world
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Every season brings something new to enjoy on our beautiful Commons, and

winter is no exception.

The days may be shorter and darker, but the trees still sparkle with autumn

col our s, natureds own seasonal decor



Whenever you spend time on our beautiful Commons this winter, you are sure



to see something that lifts your spirits and brings you joy.

The natural world is here on your doorstep.

Things to See and Do




Holly berries

Registered Charity No, 1028121

Black-headed gull (Clue: in
winter their heads are white!)

Chislehurst
Commons Winter
Bingo

2023
We hope you enjoy the
game.

Can you spot them all for a
Full House!

lvy on atree

Gorse

Choose something you found
interesting to put in here.

Jay Buck’s horn plantain

Next time you are out and about with the family, why not try our Winter Bingo.

You can find all the items on the Commons, but you will need sharp eyes to
spot the jay. They are quite common, but shy and elusive. They can be
identified by the white rump as they fly away, and perhaps even more so by



their whingeing, hissing complaining sound.

Brilliant Bugs of Chisiehurst Commons
Ladybirds

e Ladybirds are small beetles. They vary in colour -
Number9 | o4 yeliow, orange, brown, black — and in the
of 12 number and colour of the spots.

Orange Ladybird — Harlequin Ladybird — o
Halyzia sedecimguttata Harmonia axyridis

The orange ladybird is 5 — 6 mm long and has 12 — 16 white spots. It
feeds on mildew on the leaves of deciduous trees.

The harlequin ladybird is a non-native invasive species, first recorded
in the UK in the early 2000's. It feeds on aphids, but also eats the eggs
and larvae of other ladybirds.

Did you know? Chislehurst Commons are
protected by an Act of
o Parliament. If you would like to
I 4
:‘Sar:g:'rda;ngyoggt help us with their maintenance,
nany B please click on the QR code to
aphids in a year. go to PayPal Giving.

Thank you!




Our Bug Hunt will be up on trees in the woods until January.

You can download copies of both these activities and others from our

website: www.chislehurstcommons.uk/Activities

Biodiversity Matters

The alarming national and international decline in biodiversity is very much in
the news at the moment, and much of our work is directed towards supporting

and enhancing the biodiversity of our 180 acres.

This month our wonderful Keepers and volunteers have been working on

several projects.


https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3D2a74e59ca0%26e%3Dab784cab69&data=05%7C01%7C%7C8288d45ab52641c0f5d508dbf3cd7048%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638371835915301665%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BWPdS35Twgk137ioDjJhUi5oGYEavQKktVNq1fYjkb8%3D&reserved=0

Recent hot, dry summers have demonstrated the importance of conserving as

much water as possible on the Commons.

The ponds are fed only by rain and the runoff water from the surrounding land,



some of which makes its way to the ponds via ditches and drains.

Rain falling on the area between the War Memorial and Prince Imperial Road
runs downhill to the ditch in the photo above, bringing with it earth and fallen
leaves. These very quickly block the drain, so, to enable the water to flow

freely, some volunteers have put in logs to form a silt trap.



As this photo shows, the logs slow down the water, and the silt settles out

before it reaches the drain.



There are dips and depressions all across the Commons, formed by gravel

extraction in Victorian times. Some of these become temporary ponds in wet
weather. So, we are working on ways to retain the water for longer, to give
amphibians such as frogs, toads and newts the opportunity to breed



successfully. In the photo above, a ditch is being re-established to direct water

into one of these ponds.

In the past, local people grazed their animals on the Commons, and our

woodland has developed over the 150 years since this practice died out. Most

of the trees are similar in age.

A healthy woodland contains open spaces between the trees and a mixture of
plants, so that there is an understorey of lower growing trees, bushes and
flowers. These provide perching places for birds, shelter for small mammals
and sites for butterflies and other invertebrates to feed and lay eggs.

In past years, we have reported on the excellent and much-needed work of our
volunteers in removing the holly that was choking the woodland.



The success of that project has enabled us to start on further improvements.
This month volunteers have been coppicing silver birch trees along the main

path to the War Memorial.

Coppicing is a technique that has been used since the Stone Age. Trees are
fell ed to their base to create a fisto
in the past to produce long straight poles, but today it is a way of improving the
biodiversity of a woodland by opening it up to sunlight and encouraging a wider
range of plants.

The cut wood has not gone to waste. Some has been used to make log piles,

and volunteers have built a fidead he
smaller branches, twigs and leaves to fill in.



Dead hedges provide cover and nesting sites for insects and small birds.

We are privileged here in Chislehurst to have such a precious

resource as the Commons right on our doorstep.

The Act of Parliament that protects the 180 acres provides no

funding, and we are dependent on the generosity of local people.

Can you help?




We have two full-time Keepers, whose knowledge and




dedication are invaluable. Everyone else who works to preserve

and maintain the area does so voluntarily.

If you would like to support our work,

you can donate via our website

www.chislehurstcommons.uk

or via PayPal Giving

Thank you!

Fascinating Fungi



https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3D7d46c597a7%26e%3Dab784cab69&data=05%7C01%7C%7C8288d45ab52641c0f5d508dbf3cd7048%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638371835915301665%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=P0uZwWCMc8abd2QRn%2FekuzQ2OLngD0YS43UQsc%2F5wLI%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3D7b59fd2516%26e%3Dab784cab69&data=05%7C01%7C%7C8288d45ab52641c0f5d508dbf3cd7048%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638371835915301665%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=I62qqFHCHqPfHzjjKSiKeGiq0%2B8I0v1c5Zg7JzMz%2FAk%3D&reserved=0

Puff Ball



