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Thereôs gold out there on Chislehurst Commons, and reds, yellows, oranges 

and shades of brown, now that autumnôs here. The photo above was taken in 

the Overflow Glade, and the one below at Rush Pond, where the reflections in 



 

the water mark the changing seasons. 

  

 

 

 

Autumn is harvest time for wildlife, with ripening berries and nuts to feast on, 

and as the leaves start to change colour and fall, thereôs a treasure chest of 

seasonal gems for us to enjoy as well. 

   



 

 

Bracken 

  



 

 

Hawthorn 

  



 

 

Rowan 

  



 

 

Blackberries 

  



 

 

Chislehurst Creates 

 

 

 

 

The natural world, with its colours, textures, shapes, and forms, has always 

inspired artists, and on Saturday 23rd September, ñChislehurst Creates ï the 

Magic of Natureò provided a fantastic opportunity to explore ideas and to try out 

different materials and techniques. 

 

The area of the Common by School Road was crowded with people, and it was 

lovely to see families happily engaged in so many varied activities. 

   

 



 

 

The photo above shows our activity which was leaf rubbing. 

 

So many volunteers came out to help ï setting up the stalls, taking them down, 

helping with the activities, providing cakes for the tea tent, and in so many other 



 

ways ï and it was an amazing event for the Chislehurst community. 

   

 

 



 

 

Our grateful thanks to all, including the generous sponsors who supported the 

event throughout, and our Head Keeper, Jonathan, and Assistant Keeper, 

Toby, who were on site for most of the day. 

 

But behind the success of the day was the hard work of the committee and, in 

particular, Helen Baylis who had the vision, energy, and creativity to initiate and 

develop the event. 

 

A massive £5,000 was raised, all of which will go towards maintaining our 

beautiful Commons which enhance all our lives here in Chislehurst. 

  

A huge THANK YOU and WELL DONE to everyone! 

  

  

 

Our Wonderful Keepers and Volunteers 

 

 

  

  

 

As reported in a previous newsletter, we have again been awarded the Green 

Flag after this yearôs visit by an Inspector. 

 

The report concludes, ñMy visit to the commons was very enjoyable, the 

heathland grasses were fantastic, and the site fulfilled my expectations 

following reading the management plan prior to my visit. The commons are 

obviously well loved by the community and are well maintained. A worthy site to 

fly the Green Flag.ò 



 

 

It was particularly pleasing that our management of the grasslands was noted. 

The annual cutting, raking and removal of the cuttings represents several 

weeksô work for the volunteers - hot, dusty work ï but the acid grassland is a 

valuable habitat, and the results in terms of wildflowers and wildlife speak for 

themselves. 

 

The photos below show the working party in the last few weeks. 

   

 

  

 

 

Ramblers Rest 

  



 

 

The area between Heathfield Lane and Ashfield Lane 

  



 

 

Camden Close and Watts Lane 

  

 

 

Sooty Bark Disease 

 

 

  

In our August newsletter we reported that sooty bark disease, which affects 

sycamore trees, had been found on the Commons. It is a fungal infection which, 

when active, kills the tree, and can progress very quickly. 

 

This outbreak centred on the wooded verge close to Bromley Road and the War 

Memorial traffic lights. 

 

A planning application to remove these trees was submitted to the London 

Borough of Bromley. This was approved, and the work there has now been 



 

completed. 

   

 

  



  

  


