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Printing services Kindly subsidised by Darenth Print & Design Ltd

On Saturday 23 September, the site in the photo at the top of the newsletter,
between Watts Lane, School Road and Church Row, will be buzzing with



activity. There will be stalls offering a variety of art and craft activities, and lots

of other attractions and entertainment, including a tea tent.

It will be a great community event, and all proceeds will go towards maintaining

the beautiful Commons that enhance all our lives here in Chislehurst.

Whether you want to participate or you want to watch, have a cup of tea and

enjoy the atmosphere, please come along.

We look forward to seeing you all.

More information and details of how to buy tickets can be found at the end of

this newsletter.

Our Wonderful Keepers and Volunteers




The area surrounding the War Memorial is looking lovely at the moment, with
t he h awk b i-beasds, ddisesrakdipkantains of the Commons, and the
snapdragons kindly donated by Coolings Nurseries. Coolings Nurseries provide

the flowers around the base throughout the year, and our Keepers, Jonathan



and Toby, plant them out and make sure the area is always well-maintained.




Earlier in the year, we received a gr
Platinum Jubilee Parks Fund to buy more litter bins. We had already begun the
task of replacing the old-style bins with more modern ones, which are easier to

empty. This month Jonathan and Toby have continued the work of installing the



new ones.

The working party volunteers have continued clearing pavements and



pathways to enable access, like this one around Prickend Pond. They also
cleared the bank betweentheQueends Head and the pc
pebbles at the seating area, which had gradually moved further down towards

the water.

Biodiversity Matters

When our grasslands are mown, a section is left uncut, like this strip in the

centre of the verge on Prince Imperial Road, as a refuge for invertebrates.

Invertebrates, such as spiders and insects, have a crucial role in a healthy eco-
system 1 pollinating, recycling materials and becoming food for birds and other
animals. The refuges ensure that they have a place to complete their life-cycle,



and somewhere to overwinter.

Manual Count >4

Type  Color Count  Percent |L]
piant hopper [N 26 20.80% Delete
Aphids [ 50 47.20%
Hymenoptera [N 14 11.20% .
Diptera [N 18 14.40% /
Coleoptera 3 240% -0 Erase o
Midae-Plant bugs 3 240% §
Pos bark lice? [ 1 0.80%
lepidoptera [N 1 0.80%
Tota 100%

Kevin Jennings writes:

Thereds more to unmown grass than me

Wildflowers growing amongst unmown grass tend to be obvious, as is the
impact mowing has on them.

Similarly, many small invertebrates (mainly insects), also live in this habitat, but
these often go unnoticed. To illustrate this, a timed sample collected with a fine
net through unmown grass in Prince Imperial Road, caught 125 individuals (in 8
insect groups - shown above), compared with only 27 (in 5 insect groups and a

spider - shown below) from an adjacent mown area.



Unsurprisingly the highest percentage of insects found were plant feeders,

along with flies, predatory beetles and tiny parasitic wasps that inject their eggs
into unsuspecting insect hosts. With all this activity, many other predators, such
asvisiinginsect s, small mammal s, bstockeddaddera f
in the long grass.

Manual Count X

Type  Color Count  Percent

piant hopper [N 4 14.81%
Aphids I 10 37.04%
Hymenoptera [N 3 11.11%
Diptera [ 25.93%

7
Coleoptera 2 741%
Miridae-Plant bugs 0 0.00%
Pos bark ice? | 0 0.00%

0
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lepidoptera [N 0.00%
Spider 3.70%
100%




The importance of greenspaces to our health and well-being is very much

in the news at the moment, and the Chislehurst Commons Team of
Keepers, Trustees, and all the other volunteers who help in so many




ways, are working hard to ensure that the Commons remain a pleasant

and accessible place to visit.
Loss of biodiversity is also a national concern, and in our newsletters we

aim to show some of the ways we are working to preserve and enhance
habitats.

The 180 acres of common land in Chislehurst are well used by the

community, free and open to all at all times, within the bye-laws.

We are very fortunate that the Commons are protected under an Act of

Parliament.

However, the Act made no provision for funding, and we rely on the

generosity of local people.

We have two full-time Keepers, whose knowledge and dedication are
invaluable. Everyone else who works to preserve and maintain the area

does so voluntarily.

If you would like to support our work,

you can donate via our website

www.chislehurstcommons.uk

or via PayPal Giving

Thank you!



https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3Dd02af4a992%26e%3Dab784cab69&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cda657004a83b490c566408dbac42ee8b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638293175721597754%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wzsHJZlERB2ggpoCzSu7t7KQYYHydf18JASfvhSp27s%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3D387728c48d%26e%3Dab784cab69&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cda657004a83b490c566408dbac42ee8b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638293175721753971%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FK6hudCk4O3q4XJ3qz9XLkSx%2FcXMHMi%2FDMvQlVzVBYE%3D&reserved=0

Butterflies

A big thank you to Peter Edwards and Kevin Jennings who are the main
contributors of the close-up photos that feature in our newsletters. Their skills,
patience, and generosity in sharing their photos have greatly increased our
knowledge and understanding of the wildlife living on our Commons, and the
beauty that they capture brings home to us all the wonders of the natural world.

The photos below were all taken in August.

A trio of gatekeepers.



A female common blue.



A male common blue.



