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Itôs here! 

Itôs been a long time coming, all the way from South Africa via Bristol, but our 

new truck is finally here. 



 

 

 

And it was put to good use on the very next day, transporting tools for the 

volunteers who were clearing the pavement along Bromley Road. 

 

The truck is a Toyota Hilux with a manufacturer- approved tipping body and is 

ULEZ compliant. 

 

A big thank you to everyone who contributed to the cost.  It is so important to 

our management of the Commons, and to Jonathan and Tobyôs daily lives, and 

we are really grateful to all of you. 

   

 

 

Tree Management 

 

 

  



 

  

The Peace Tree, at the top of the High Street opposite Hornbrook House car 

park, recently lost a large branch. It is a horse chestnut and was planted in 

1919 to mark the end of the 1st World War. After an assessment, Chislehurst 

Tree Care recommended some work to reduce the size and weight of the 



 

crown. The work has now been carried out, together with some re-shaping, so 

that the tree can continue to be an attractive feature of Chislehurst. 

  

 

  



 

During our routine monitoring of the trees on the Commons, we recently found 

evidence of a fungal disease known as sooty bark disease, which is affecting a 

number of our sycamore trees. Sooty bark disease (SBD) is a fungal infection 

which is characterised by black/ brown blotchy patches on the trunk and 

branches. The fungus can remain dormant in a tree for a long time until it 

comes under stress, such as the drought during last yearôs very hot summer. 

Squirrel damage is another possible cause of the fungus becoming active. 

Once the disease becomes active it can progress very quickly, eventually killing 

the tree. Most of the trees identified were in good health in 2022. 

  

A number of dead and dying sycamore trees were initially found on the A222 

(Bromley Road and Bromley Lane) in the area close to the War Memorial traffic 

lights. In all, a total of over 30 sycamore trees, including a good few very large 

trees, have now been found in a range of locations around the Commons 

showing varying stages of the disease. 

  

A local firm of Arboricultural Association approved tree surgeons, Tree Craft, 

was commissioned to prepare a formal report for us on the outbreak, together 

with recommended courses of action. We need to fell all of the affected trees. 

Work has started on this already, and we have made a planning application to 

the London Borough of Bromley in respect of felling those trees which are 

subject to planning. The Tree Craft report forms the basis of our planning 

application.  Getting the work done on Bromley Road, close to the traffic lights, 

is going to be difficult, as traffic control will be needed. 

  

 

 

The work involved in dealing with this and other 

tree diseases such as ash dieback is specialised 

and costly!  

 

 



 

   

The 180 acres of common land in Chislehurst are well used by the 

community, free and open to all at all times, within the bye-laws. 

  



 

They are also home to an amazing variety of wildlife. 

 

We are very fortunate that the Commons are protected under an Act of 

Parliament. 

  

However, the Act made no provision for funding, and we rely on the 

generosity of local people. 

  

We have two full-time Keepers, whose knowledge and dedication are 

invaluable. Everyone else who works to preserve and maintain the area 

does so voluntarily. 

   

If you would like to support our work, 

   

you can donate via our website 

 

www.chislehurstcommons.uk 

 

or via PayPal Giving 

   

Thank you!  

  

   

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3D2163f67320%26e%3Dab784cab69&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cb04fa9272fa14cb346ed08db96424d33%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638268983748052728%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=x8xHRSEYI1mTKBt7Ti53ed8yr6BwmzWFsbYSahIhqSg%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3Df4d306434e%26e%3Dab784cab69&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cb04fa9272fa14cb346ed08db96424d33%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638268983748052728%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fRFqtH2MYuPNjrwgVANcSdQEeDWZz0jujLX8ORwj6kI%3D&reserved=0


 

 

We have already enjoyed some wonderful community events on the 

Commons in this Coronation year, and there is another one to look 

forward to on Saturday September 23rd. 

Booking is now open for this fantastic Art Event with all proceeds going to 

Chislehurst Commons. 

  

Full details of the event and how to apply for tickets can be found at the 

end of this newsletter. 

   

   

 

Green Flag Award 

 

 

  



 

 

 

We are proud to announce that we have again been awarded the Green Flag, 

an internationally recognised quality benchmark for the management of 

community green spaces. 

 

It is a testament to the hard work of the Chislehurst Commons Team of 

Keepers, Trustees and Volunteers, who undertake many varied tasks ï 

attending the regular working party, litter-picking, managing our social media, 

helping with social events, liaising with other environmental groups, providing 

expert advice, surveying wildlife, installing and monitoring bird boxes, 

fundraising ï all part of the team that works to ensure the Commons remain 

free and open to all 24/7, now and into the future. 

   

THANKS TO THEM ALL! 

  



 

 

Congratulations to Peter and Marilyn! 

 

 



 

 

Peter Edwards, our Assistant Keeper until his retirement last September, and 



 

Marilyn were married on Thursday 27th July. 

 

We are sure you will all join us in sending the happy couple our best wishes for 

their future together. 

 

Peter continues to send us wonderful photos of the wildlife on the Commons 

and attends working party sessions. 

  

 

 

 Working Party 

 

 

 

 

This month the working party volunteers have spent time clearing encroaching 

undergrowth and overhanging branches from pavements. 

 



 

They have also raked grass at the Ramblers Rest. As reported in our last 

newsletter, we are working to restore this area to good acid grassland by 

depriving the soil of nutrients. 

  

 



 

 

Harebells are good indicators of acid grassland, and they can be seen at 

various sites on the Commons at the moment. 

   

 

 

Butterflies 

 

 

 

 

In the last few weeks, the Big Butterfly Count, organised by Butterfly 

Conservation, has been taking place to assess the health of our environment by 

counting the number and type of butterflies seen. 

 

The butterflies below have all been recorded on our Commons in July. 

   

 

 



 

Brown argus 

  

 

 

Purple hairstreak 

  



 

 

Small skipper 

  



 

 

Small copper 

  

 




