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Now that summer is really here, why not take a break from the daily routine with 

a walk in the beautiful surroundings of Chislehurst Commons, a piece of rural 

England in our urban setting. 

  



 

 

We have already enjoyed some wonderful community events on the 

Commons in this Coronation year, and there is another one to look 

forward to on Saturday September 23rd. 

Booking is now open for this fantastic Art Event with all proceeds going to 

Chislehurst Commons. 

  

Full details of the event and how to apply for tickets can be found at the 

end of this newsletter. 

   

 

 

In our monthly newsletters we aim to show you some of the work that goes into 

managing and maintaining the 180 acres, and some of the amazing wildlife that 

makes its home here. 

   

 



 

 

  

This month we focus on the grasslands. 

  

We know that England has seen a huge loss of biodiversity over recent years, 

and it is important to do all we can to try to reverse this. Living creatures need 

places to feed, breed and hide with safe pathways between them, and 

grassland provides an ideal habitat for many invertebrates and small mammals. 

  



 

 

The management of the grasslands in such a busy area, crisscrossed with 

roads, is complex. 

It is important to maintain sightlines for traffic, and, where necessary, verges 

are mown regularly, especially at road junctions. 



 

Other areas are mown to enable community access. The photo above shows 

Toby, our Assistant Keeper, mowing the grass in the Cockpit in preparation for 

The Big Picnic. 

  

 

 

However, we also have a responsibility to preserve our acid grassland, a 

Priority Habitat in the UKôs Biodiversity Action Plan. It is an increasingly rare 

habitat that supports its own ecosystem and relies on nutrient-poor soil. 

 

Acid grassland is best maintained by grazing animals, and in the past local 

people grazed their few sheep, cows, and horses on the Commons. We 

manage most of these areas now by mowing once a year and raking off the cut 

grass. This ensures that nothing remains to rot down and add nutrients to the 

soil. 

 

All the grassland around the Centre Common area ï excluding the site of the 



 

Crowning of the May Queen and the Rotary Summer Fair ï is managed in this 

way. 

 

The poorer the soil, the more the wildflowers flourish, and these sites support a 

variety of plants ï for example, knapweed, wild carrot, yarrow, yellow rattle, 

catôs ear, sheepôs sorrel ï which are typical of acid grasslands. 

   

 

 

Yellow rattle 

  



 

 

Yarrow 

  



 

 

 

The Overflow Glade is a good example of a mix of acid grassland and 

heathland, and is also mown once a year in September. On a warm, still day, it 

is full of butterflies, grasshoppers and other invertebrates. 

   



 

 

 

The two areas either side of Watts Lane, near the Cockpit, are home to 

colonies of yellow meadow ants, a feature of some acid grasslands, and plants 

such as heath bedstraw and mouse-ear hawkweed. These areas are never 

mown. 

The photo shows the Morley Road side of Watts Lane. 

  



 

 

Our surveys show that most of our acid grassland areas respond well to this 

regimen. 

   

However, in the area above the Ramblers Rest, coarser, more dominant, 

grasses were taking over and smothering lower-growing flowering plants, 

making the area less biodiverse. 

  

Last year we began an experiment to try to re-establish the acid grassland, by 

depriving the soil of nutrients. The grass was cut in March, June and 

September and all the cuttings were raked off and removed. Each time the 

grass took more nutrients from the soil to re-grow, but it did not have time to 

grow long enough to crowd out other plants, which were then able to mature 

and shed their seed. Generally, coarser grasses need richer soil. Progress has 

been monitored closely. 

  



 

This year, due to staffing issues, we were not able to mow the grass in March, 

but it will be cut and raked in July and September. 

   

Initial observations are encouraging. 

  

 

 

Our mowing regimen aims to maintain and enhance the grassland habitat, but 

cutting grass at any time will disrupt the life cycle of invertebrates - butterflies, 

grasshoppers, ladybirds, dragonflies and beetles, for example - and damage 

the nests and runs of small mammals. 

  

So, an area is left uncut to ensure that the wildlife still has a refuge. Next yearôs 

butterflies, for example, may already be there as eggs or caterpillars. 

  



 

The photo above shows the working party raking grass recently on the verge 

outside the Methodist Church in Prince Imperial Road, where a central strip has 

been left as a refuge. 

 

We will monitor these refuges and hope to see plenty of butterflies and other 

invertebrates. 

 

The photos below were all taken on the grasslands of the Commons. 

   

 

 

Small copper 

  



 

 

Common blue 

  

 



 

Marbled white 

  

 

 

Meadow brown 

  

 

 

Our wonderful team of volunteers work hard to make our 

Commons biodiverse and beautiful. 

  

 

 



 

   

The 180 acres of common land in Chislehurst are well used by the 

community, free and open to all at all times, within the bye-laws. 

  

They are also home to an amazing variety of wildlife. 


