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As we move into meteorological summer, the Commons are certainly buzzing. 

After a wet start to May, and the recent warmth, the grass and flowering plants 

are flourishing, and new life is emerging in the ponds, grasslands and bushes. 

  



 

 

Wherever you look there are wonderful sights like this mass of foxgloves in 

flower behind the Prince Imperial Monument. 

  



 

 

Even the ash tree that was reduced to a monolith on the May Queen site last 

autumn is showing signs of new growth. 

  

 

 

Events on the Commons 

 

 

 

 

The community is getting into the spirit of summer as well, with some events 

outdoors on the Commons. 

   

 



 

 

We were very pleased to be able to join in as the May Queen Society 

celebrated their centenary with a wonderful display of dancing. Well done to 

everyone involved. 

   

 

We hope to see you at these two events in June. 

  

 

Rotary Summer Fair on Centre Common      Saturday 10th June 10 - 4 

pm. 

  

This is always a great event, in a long tradition of fairs on the 

Common, and we will be there with a display ï please come along 

and visit us. 

 

 

The Big Picnic at the Cockpit           Saturday 24th June 11 - 4 pm. 

  

This is now an annual community event organized by Visit 

Chislehurst. Bring a picnic and join in the fun and games. 



 

 

   

 

Our Wonderful Team 

 

 

 

 

Things have been buzzing for our wonderful team this month too, with so much 

work to do. 

The rapid growth of grass and other plants has encroached on roads, 

pavements, and well-used footpaths, making access difficult. The efforts of our 

working party recently have been directed at keeping the pathways open. 

   

 



 

 

The path along the side of Prickend Pond. 

  



 

 

The pavement along St. Paulôs Cray Road. 

  



 

 

The Watts Lane side of the hedge along the Cricket Ground. 

  



 

 

Surveys 

 

 

 

Meanwhile, the season offers many opportunities for survey work, and groups 

of volunteers have been out and about taking photos and adding to our 

knowledge and understanding of our wonderful 180 acres.  

 

  



 

 

This newt was one of over 40 recorded at Rush Pond. (The group was led by a 

qualified naturalist.) 

   



 

 

Most of the trees on the Commons are less than 150 years old. This is 

because, in the past, local people had the right to graze their animals - cattle, 

sheep, pigs, poultry and horses - and the animals ate most of the tender young 

saplings as well as the grass. However, a few did survive, and volunteers have 



 

been looking at what grows on and around these older trees. 

   

 

 

Litter Collection 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Litter left on the Commons or thrown from passing cars pollutes the area, is 

unsightly and can be dangerous. We are lucky in Chislehurst that we have 

residents who volunteer to gather it up.  Recently, a group from Norlands 

Crescent carried out a litter pick on the Common in the area around the Cricket 

Ground. We also have volunteers who regularly clear litter around the ponds 

and on St. Paulôs Cray Common.  

Our thanks to them all! 



 



 

 

We hope that the installation of new bins across the Commons ï this one was 

installed at the Cricket Ground by the Keepers and volunteers this week - will 

help to mitigate the problem. 

   



 

 

Our Keepers plant out and care for the flowers around the War Memorial 

throughout the year. 

 

We are grateful to Coolings who regularly donate the plants for the benefit of 



 

Chislehurst. 

   

 

 

As you can see, life is busy, but thereôs never a dull moment for our 

wonderful team! 

  

 

 



 

   

The 180 acres of common land in Chislehurst is well-used 

by the community and is free and open to all at all times, 

within the bye-laws. 

 



In this newsletter, you can read about the biodiversity of the 

wildlife that makes its home here, and also some of the work 

of the team of volunteers who manage and maintain the 180 

acres for the community. 

 

Will you help us to maintain it and develop its biodiversity? 

 

We are very fortunate in Chislehurst that the 180 acres of 

local common land are protected under an Act of 

Parliament. 

   

However, the Act made no provision for funding, and we 

rely on the generosity of the local community to maintain 

the 180 acres of natural countryside within our urban 

setting. 

 

We have two full-time Keepers, whose knowledge and 

dedication are invaluable. Everyone else who works to 

preserve and maintain the area does so voluntarily.  

   

If you would like to support our work, 

   

you can donate via our website 

 

www.chislehurstcommons.uk 

 

or via PayPal Giving 

   

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3D0bf75674d4%26e%3Dab784cab69&data=05%7C01%7C%7C951c4ed955714c3aa82208db64c0de2f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638214551771123296%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cpKFl1hDqlTvP2IWvkUojq67sqGIqEcTmHi8FqzCs0s%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3Dd147c032f0%26e%3Dab784cab69&data=05%7C01%7C%7C951c4ed955714c3aa82208db64c0de2f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638214551771123296%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1YM3qq7ktEVuR6DDbNrC79KqifW8aoa1AflyqA0cOAM%3D&reserved=0


 

Thank you!  

  

   

   

 

Seasonal Sights 

 

 

 

The grasslands, verges, and woodland edges of the Commons are bright with 

flowers at the moment, and the air is full of the scent of Hawthorn blossom. 

 



 

 

Wild garlic 

  



 

 

Hawthorn blossom 

  



 

 

Speedwell and daisies 

  


