May 2023

|l tds Coronati on awee kairtd, atnlde Cfhliasd s hu
funded by Visit Chislehurst, looks out across Prickend Pond.

Whil e we enjoy the splendour of <coac
occasion by celebrating our natural environment, a life-long passion and

concern for the King.



Chislehurst is fortunate that the natural environment is on its doorstep - a piece

of rural countryside within our urban setting, open and free to all 24/7.

The common land in Chislehurst is as important to the community today as it

has always been.

It provides:

- the lush green backdrop to our daily lives,
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- a place for recreation and relaxation, and a site for community events,
(The May Queen Ceremony is on Saturday 20t May, and there is a full list of
this yeardés events on the Commons at



- a source of beauty and wonder,



- and with its woodlands and grasslands that act as carbon sinks, it makes a

contribution towards mitigating climate change.

Biodiversity Matters




However

, wonderful as our Commons ar
series on BBC 1 highlighted the urgent need to reverse the loss of biodiversity
in Britain and across the world. This means preserving and improving habitats,

the places living creatures need to feed, breed and hide.

Now, more than ever, this is an important focus for the Chislehurst Commons

team 1 Keepers, Trustees, and Volunteers who help in so many varied ways.



In recent years, holly, which was choking the woodland and preventing light

reaching the ground, has been removed. We are now beginning work on
making these newly opened areas more attractive to wildlife. This month,
volunteers planted out saplings and transplanted foxgloves and red campion

from elsewhere on the Common, to enhance the glades.



On St. Paul 6s Cray Common, aloagthent eer

pathways. The aim is to encourage the growth of a greater diversity of plants,
which will provide perching places for birds, cover for small mammals and

attract insects.



Surveying has a vital role in helping to improve biodiversity. This woodrush

was identified on a recent survey of the grassland along Prince Imperial Road.






One of our volunteers, now joined by another, has put up, maintained and
monitored our bird boxes over a number of years. Records show that they are

always well-used, providing nesting places for blue tits and great tits.

These eggs have already been laid this year by a great tit (the photo was taken

with an endoscopic camera, an approved method which does not disturb the
birds).

Look out for more information about our work to improve the biodiversity of the
Commons in future newsletters.

Flowers to look out for in May




The Commons are beginning to look brighter with the flowering plants that

attract pollinators.




Dandelion and herb robert

Garlic mustard






