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March, itôs said, ñcomes in like a lion, and goes out like a lambò, but this year 

the month has brought a real mixture of weather and shows little sign of 

calming down. 

The photo above was taken in a brief sunny spell on 25th March, the one below 

on 8th March, and at the time of writing it is drizzling. 

The rain, however, has been welcome after a dry winter. 

  



 

 

 

Now that the clocks have gone forward and the days are getting longer, there 

are plenty of sights to enjoy on our beautiful Commons here in Chislehurst, 

whatever the weather - the trees are in bud, flowers are beginning to appear, 

and the first mallard ducklings have been seen at Rush Pond. 

 

David Attenboroughôs Wild Isles, on Sunday evenings on BBC 1, is currently 

showcasing ñthe spectacular and important British wild life on our doorstepò, 

and in our monthly newsletters we aim to reveal some of the amazing 

biodiversity of Chislehurstôs own wild 180 acres, right here on the doorstep of 

BR7. 

   

 

 

What to look out for in April 

 

 



 

 

Arum lily, otherwise known as lords and ladies or cuckoo pint, grows on the 

woodland floor. 

Plants that flower early in the year are a vital nectar source for bees and other 



 

insects that pollinate them. 

   

 

 

 

Orange tip butterflies start to emerge in early spring, having over-wintered as 

pupae. The caterpillars like garlic mustard plants, which will soon be in flower 

along the verges and pathways of the Commons. 

   



 

 

 

These common dog-violets are beautiful but have no perfume, unlike the sweet 

violet.  They can be found in the dappled shade of trees in several places on 

the Commons. 

   



 

 

 

You might spot birds with food in their beaks, to take back to the nest to feed 

their young. 

This is a grey wagtail at Prickend Pond. 

   

 

 

The Team  

 

 

 

The Chislehurst Commons Team of Keepers, Trustees and Volunteers 

undertake many varied tasks ï attending our regular working party, litter-

picking, managing our social media, helping with social events, liaising with 

other environmental groups, providing expert advice, surveying wildlife, 

installing and monitoring bird boxes, fundraising ï ensuring that the Commons 

remain free and open to all 24/7, now and into the future.  



 

  

 

 

 

 

This month the working party moved to St. Paulôs Cray Common, to remove 

laurel which is a non-native invasive species. It is an evergreen shrub which 

creates dense shade and inhibits the growth of native woodland plants.   

   



 

 

 

Some volunteers have begun this yearôs surveys to monitor the quality of the 

grasslands. The records will inform management decisions and track any 

changes. Our aim is to increase their biodiversity and to attract a greater variety 

of butterflies and other invertebrates. Last year, the grass at the Ramblers Rest 

and the small area near the Crown (in the photo above) were mown three 

times. The cuttings were raked off and removed, to reduce the nutrients in the 

soil, as poorer soil produces more flowering plants. 

   



 

 

Recently, Toby, our Assistant Keeper, was pleased to be able to help the Shaw 

Trust, based at Scadbury, with a gardening project. They needed something to 

make the paths less slippery and muddy after rain, and to keep the weeds 

suppressed. A group met Toby, and collected some of the wood chippings left 



 

in piles where we had been cutting down holly. 

 We look forward to seeing how the project progresses. 

   

 

 

Another Date for your Diary  

 

 

 

 

 

Chislehurst and West Kent Cricket Club was given the right to use the 

Commons in 1822 by the Lord of the Manor, Lord Sydney, and the club has 

played on the Cricket Ground ever since. 

 

Sunday 16th April at 12pm ï 5pm 

  

 The Club will be holding a Funday Fundraiser at the Cricket Ground.  

There will be games and activities, and the official opening of the new nets 

at   1 pm. 

  

It promises to be a great afternoon out! 

   



 

There is a full timetable of this yearôs events on the Common at 

the end of this newsletter.  

 

 

   



The 180 acres of common land in Chislehurst is well-used 

by the community and is free and open to all at all times, 

within the bye-laws. 

 

Will you help us to maintain it and develop its biodiversity? 

 

We are very fortunate in Chislehurst that the 180 acres of 

local common land are protected under an Act of 

Parliament. 

   

However, the Act made no provision for funding, and we 

rely on the generosity of the local community to maintain 

the 180 acres of natural countryside within our urban 

setting. 

 

We have two full-time Keepers, whose knowledge and 

dedication are invaluable. Everyone else who works to 

preserve and maintain the area does so voluntarily.  

   

If you would like to support our work, 

   

you can donate via our website 

 

www.chislehurstcommons.uk 

 

or via PayPal Giving 

   

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3D040a71503b%26e%3Dab784cab69&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cc227bc6f76854448f37308db333f78cc%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638160119937001198%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=r6hmJC2fdBf6oYyTArhD3fPY9kDM2JLMjS%2FL%2BoAp40o%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3Dbec7f68f85%26e%3Dab784cab69&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cc227bc6f76854448f37308db333f78cc%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638160119937001198%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gjh15FMnBVXXFSa09qweKEktmpIkgYQHx1nLQ8fy%2BT4%3D&reserved=0


 

Thank you!  

  

   

 

 

Blossom 

 

 



 

 

There is a number of trees of the plum family on the Commons, including 

cherry and blackthorn, and at this time of year they are covered in blossom.  



  

 

 

Life at the Ponds 

 

 



 

 

A pair of Egyptian geese have been at Prickend Pond since February 20th with 

their family of goslings. Sadly, only three remain from the original seven. They 

are often on the bank or walking on the grass with one parent, while the other 



 

keeps a sharp lookout for danger. 

   

 

 

Although they are quite adventurous, the goslings often nestle under their 



 

motherôs wing. 

   

 

 

The first mallard ducklings of the year were reported recently at Rush Pond. 


