October 2022

September has been an eventful month, more than we could have imagined at

the time of the last Newsletter, and the natural world of our beautiful Commons
has seen changes too. The photo on the left was taken on 28" August, and the
one on the right nine days later on 61" September, after the first significant
rainfall for many weeks.



As we move into October, the trees around us are gradually changing to the

golden tones of autumn.



News of our Keepers

There are other changes for us at Chislehurst Commons too.

On Sunday 25th September, Peter Edwards, our Assistant Keeper, retired.
Well-wishers gathered at our marquees opposite the Tiger's Head for a farewell
party. Peter has been a familiar figure on the Commons for 14 years, and, in
addition to the tasks involved with maintaining the area, he has assisted at
community events and on our walks. As many of you know, he is a dog lover,
and many of his canine friends came to the party. He is also a keen
photographer and contributes many of the fabulous photos that appear in the
Newsletters. Luckily for us, he will still be out and about on the Commons and

has promised to keep the photos coming.



As we say farewell to Peter, we welcome Toby Smith who takes his place as

assistant to Jonathan, our Head Keeper.

(The photo shows from left i John Hayhow, Chair of Chislehurst Commons,



Peter Edwards, Jonathan Harvie and Toby Smith.)

Toby is very enthusiastic about the Commons.

He recently retired from working for the London Borough of Bromley, and brings
useful knowledge and skills to his new role.

He knows us already from volunteering with the working party, and worked with

Peter for his last two weeks, getting to know the routines.

Our Wonderful Volunteers

But while some things change, much of the seasonal work on the Commons



remains the same. Our volunteer working party has been helping to preserve

the acid grasslands by raking up the hay, thus depriving the soil of nutrients.




Volunteers have taken advantage of low water levels to cut back some of the
willows and overhanging foliage at Rush Pond. Twigs and other debris from the

pond have been used to create refuges for amphibians such as frogs and
newts.

WILL YOU BE A TRUE FRIEND OF THE COMMONS?

The 180 acres of local common land have been at the centre
of the community in Chislehurst for centuries, providing a
backdrop to daily life and a space that will always be free

and open to all.
They are protected by an Act of Parliament.

Chislehurst Commons has responsibility under the Act for

the management and maintenance of the area.

The Act, however, made no provision for funding, and we
rely on our wonderful volunteers and the generosity of local

people to enable us to continue our work.

We have two Keepers whose knowledge, skills and
dedication are invaluable. Everyone else who works to
maintain and develop our beautiful Commons does so on a

voluntary basis.




We will continue to do our best to maintain and preserve it

for present and future generations.

If you would like to support our work,

you can donate via our website

www.chislehurstcommons.uk

or via PayPal Giving

Thank you!

Prince Imperial Monument



https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3Dd2f05007c0%26e%3Dab784cab69&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cfbc0f62d226b48579e4c08daa43b447b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638002871706614583%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RBTLyhMRgH8onVa%2FblGZEXCGJvUjcCAPxTkqMlA7954%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3Dd559352ccf%26e%3Dab784cab69&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cfbc0f62d226b48579e4c08daa43b447b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638002871706614583%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VRfDNsItJQi1VmO52ua%2BWNmrYykfrsuQBqlqdjN46Ao%3D&reserved=0

There are many sites of historical interest on our Commons, and we have

recently been working on improvements to the glade adjoining Prince Imperial
Road where the monument to the Prince Imperial stands. Our volunteers

enlarged the glade by clearing undergrowth and reseeding the area with grass



seed. We are very grateful to have received a grant from the ASAMAA
Charitable Trust which funded two information boards, and also to the
Chislehurst Society for meeting the costs of cleaning the monument. The
information boards which tell the story of the French Imperial Family who came
to live at Camden Place in 1870, have now been installed as shown in the
photo.

The Amazing Biodiversity of Chislehurst

Commons

The 180 acres of common land provide a habitat for an amazing diversity of

plants and animals, all part of the interconnected web of life in Chislehurst.
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Male juvenile slow worm

The amphibians and reptiles pictured were all identified during a recent survey
on the heathland of St. Paul és Cray
The volunteers have spent several sessions there throughout the year,
improving the habitat. It is pleasing to find evidence that it is supporting a range
of amphibians and reptiles as well as butterflies and other more visible
invertebrates.

Frogs return to water to breed but spend most of their time on land. The froglet
pictured was some distance from the nearest water, which is the pond on the
National Trust land.
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Another area that has received particular attention from our volunteers is the

Overflow Glade and wetland, where this photo of a willow emerald damselfly
was taken.



Small copper butterflies are hard to photograph because they are fast fliers, but

their brightly coloured wings are unmistakable. You may see them through
October, and even into November, depending on the weather.



This beautiful photo shows hornets feeding on honeydew on willow leaves at
Prickend Pond.

Links in Chislehurst High Street




We are pleased to report that we are continuing to be supported by two of the

shops in Chislehurst High Street.

Get your bird seed at Champion Wines!

Visitors to the ponds often like to feed the waterfowl, although there

is plenty of their natural food around.




