
Drought and the Ponds on Chislehurst Commons 
 

 
As you may have noticed, the water level in Prickend Pond by the High Street is low, whilst that in Rush Pond is also low but not as 
bad. The reason for the current situation is simply due to the low rainfall we have experienced this year, currently about half that 
compared to 2021. The ponds were created by gravel digging in the 19th century and they are fed by rain, with Prickend Pond 
largely reliant on run-off from local roads (often of poor water quality!). To combat droughts, we installed a borehole in 2011 to 
supply Rush Pond. We cannot abstract more water than is needed to maintain water levels and these are rarely high enough for 
water to overflow through a connecting pipe to Prickend Pond. Topping up with mains tap water was investigated in 2019 as was a 
separate bore hole and neither were found to be an option. We would require very large quantities of water and what we put in 
would be rapidly lost by evaporation. Nor can we extract more water from the aquifer. 
  
The Volunteers who regularly check the water quality of the ponds will keep monitoring the situation. Meanwhile the ponds’ 
salvation, as always, is more rain. 
  
The Trustees of Chislehurst Commons 
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