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A Right Royal Tree Trail on Chislehurst Commons! 

  

Chislehurst has celebrated many royal events over the years, and there are 

echoes of them all across our wonderful Commons. 



 

 

The Village Sign at Royal Parade, designed by local craftsman John Easden to 

mark the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II, was erected in 1953. It shows 

Queen Elizabeth I awarding a knighthood to Thomas Walsingham, the Lord of 

the Manor of Scadbury, in 1597. She would have looked out from her carriage 

on our beautiful Commons as she travelled to Scadbury for the occasion. 

  

 

  

 

 

On the same section of common land, known as The Pound, are three lime 



 

trees planted in 1897 to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victoria. 

  

 

 

Queen Victoria visited Chislehurst several times during the 1870s when she 

came to see Emperor Napoleon III and his family, then living in exile at Camden 

Place. She would have been familiar with the view of the Cricket Ground as she 

approached the entrance. In April 1872, when she arrived by train, the 

newspapers noted that, 

“it was not a pleasant day at Chislehurst. The weather behaved very badly. The 

hill upon which Camden House stands was continuously swept by a bitterly cold 

wind, and it seemed as if it carried with it all the dust of the surrounding 



 

counties.” 

After her visit to the Imperial Family, she proceeded across the Common in an 

open carriage, to visit Lord Sydney at Frognal. One imagines she was NOT 

amused! 

   

 

 

 

There is no tree to commemorate the Coronation of Edward VII, but our Minute 

Books record that, at the beginning of June 1902, 

“The Rector made application on behalf of the Committee arranging the 

Coronation festivities for permission to erect poles for decorations, and to rope 

off spaces for fireworks, bonfire and athletic sports.” 

 

The Coronation was set for 26th June 1902, but only two days beforehand the 

King was forced to postpone it until 9th August, owing to an attack of 

appendicitis which required an emergency operation. 

 

The photo above shows the celebrations nine years later for the Coronation of 

George V where similar events took place. 

   



 

 

 

The Coronation of George V and Queen Mary in 1911 was marked by the 

planting of an oak tree at Royal Parade. The postcard shows the protective 

railings around the young tree on the far left, with the Jubilee trees of 1897 in 

the background. 

   



 

 

 

The commemorative stone was placed there in 1951, together with some 

others around the Common, as part of Chislehurst’s celebration of the Festival 

of Britain. The tree is now an impressive feature at the busy War Memorial 

junction. 

   



 

 

 

This Chestnut near the Cockpit was planted in 1937 to celebrate the Coronation 

of King George VI. 

 

It is on the site of an earlier event. One of the last bombs to fall on British soil 

during the 1st World War exploded there on the night of May 19th 1918, which 

was Whit Sunday. It left a large crater. At the request of some residents a tree 

was planted and surrounded by railings with a plaque. The first tree died and 

was replaced. 

 

However, there was local feeling that the memorial was an inappropriate 

reminder of the terrible conflict. In 1927, the site was vandalised and the tree 

broken. Although another was planted, it did not flourish, and the site became 

neglected. It was clear that there was no longer any public will to retain it as a 

reminder of the War. 

   



 

 

In 1977, a horse chestnut was planted at Shepherd’s Green on the occasion of 

the Silver Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II. The Palace was consulted about the 

choice of tree, and a reply was received saying that Her Majesty was delighted 

to hear that a tree was to be planted but would like the Trustees to choose a 



 

suitable native species. 

The commemorative stone was sourced from The Church of the Annunciation. 

   

 

 

 

A Whitebeam outside Chislehurst Methodist Church, donated by the 

Metropolitan Garden Association in 2002, marks the Golden Jubilee. 

   



 

 

 

In 2012, an oak tree was planted on the Pound to commemorate the Diamond 

Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II, fittingly framed by the lime trees planted 115 

years earlier to mark the Diamond Jubilee of her great, great grandmother. 

   



 

 

 

 

 

In 2017, a horse chestnut tree on the Village Green by School Road had to be 

felled, and we have chosen this as the site for a tree to commemorate the 

Platinum Jubilee.  

 

 

A young tree planted in June could face a long hot summer, so it will be planted 

later in the year when it will have a better chance to establish itself.  

 

   

   

The footprints of history show that our Commons have been 

at the centre of Chislehurst for centuries, providing a 

backdrop to daily life and a space that will always be free 

and open to all. 



 

 

We will continue to do our best to maintain and preserve it 

for present and future generations. 

  

If you would like to support our work, 

  

you can donate via our website at  

www.chislehurstcommons.uk or via PayPal Giving. 

 

Thank you! 

  

   

 

 

  

  

  

     

Click here to access a map of the Commons  
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We are registered with Amazon Smile. 

  

Visit smile.amazon.co.uk instead of the normal Amazon website 

and select Chislehurst Commons, and, for everything you buy, 

Amazon will donate 0.5% to help maintain the Commons. This is 

another excellent opportunity to support the greenspace on your 

doorstep. 

 

 

Show your support for Chislehurst’s commonland 

while you shop! 

  

THANK YOU! 

  

 

 

 

Thanks for this month’s photos to Ross Wearn and Mary 

Wheeler. 

  

  

Thanks also to the Editorial Team – Christine Wearn, Ross 

Wearn and Mary Wheeler. 
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Chislehurst Commons are proud to display the Green 

Flag Award logo. 

 

  

If you would care to donate, please click here  

 

or donate online here  
 

Privacy Policy  
 

   

 

  

 

 

  

 

    

 

Copyright © 2022 Chislehurst Commons, All rights reserved. 

You are receiving this email because you opted in via our website 

 

Our mailing address is: 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmcusercontent.com%2F547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%2Ffiles%2Fc1d93d11-d2f6-416b-8c1b-40d24cb4dab3%2Fdonation_form.01.pdf&data=05%7C01%7C%7C07e408aeac79407e871608da339dc118%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637879049897934506%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=j%2FW6%2BvZie%2FCWPNpJQlawyZZmrFyxFylJ7Gqp1Dgh55A%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.paypal.com%2Fgb%2Ffundraiser%2Fcharity%2F3258282&data=05%7C01%7C%7C07e408aeac79407e871608da339dc118%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637879049897934506%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FH5QK%2F8ehtgyfaa%2B3oLsybrILP4br43t9%2FjG265iv4k%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmcusercontent.com%2F547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%2Ffiles%2F94f9e8d6-c330-4a7b-8590-361db18c450c%2FPrivacy_Policy.pdf&data=05%7C01%7C%7C07e408aeac79407e871608da339dc118%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637879049897934506%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=weCmdni4jo94bof25Ul6eUsHvu6WWwOvLQBto4vedrE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C07e408aeac79407e871608da339dc118%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637879049897934506%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bX%2F%2FDPd7CBiBDwWMoY8laphpox%2FoaBug3FRhZU79SAo%3D&reserved=0
mailto:contactus@chislehurstcommons.uk


 

Chislehurst Commons 

The Old Fire Station 

Hawkwood Lane 

Chislehurst, Kent BR7 5PW  

United Kingdom 

 

Add us to your address book 

 

 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 

 

 

    

 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Fvcard%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3Dcc579625d1&data=05%7C01%7C%7C07e408aeac79407e871608da339dc118%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637879049897934506%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ri%2FobzpHcBgsF1d0J%2FM%2BpraL%2BFA594KnoiBhI%2F1qaWI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Fprofile%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3Dcc579625d1%26e%3D__test_email__%26c%3Da954534c87&data=05%7C01%7C%7C07e408aeac79407e871608da339dc118%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637879049897934506%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4%2FlkpYCqTp62lEMjUuC3KPBx0jREyuMd32EcE%2FZuBL4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Funsubscribe%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3Dcc579625d1%26e%3D__test_email__%26c%3Da954534c87&data=05%7C01%7C%7C07e408aeac79407e871608da339dc118%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637879049897934506%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FsSx%2BRLBxknEpWyA6w0rkifuOabxugYLvhWPRw74Cn8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mailchimp.com%2Femail-referral%2F%3Futm_source%3Dfreemium_newsletter%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dreferral_marketing%26aid%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26afl%3D1&data=05%7C01%7C%7C07e408aeac79407e871608da339dc118%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637879049897934506%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FEGOFykTfllbsPHXbx8x3wq7EZA0Dwd6%2FoYpLWiL8T8%3D&reserved=0

