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Bee happy on Chislehurst Commons!  The sights, sounds and scents of spring 

are here for you to savour on the 180 acres of local common land, free and 

open at all times for your recreation and enjoyment. 

  



 

In our monthly Newsletters we aim to show some of the work involved in 

managing and maintaining the area, and to illustrate its amazing biodiversity. 

  

Read on to find out what the local bees are doing this April. 

 

   

 

The Month for our Wonderful Keepers and 

Volunteers 

 

 

 

  

The Act of Parliament, which protects our Commons, set out a Scheme of 

Management that details how they should be managed and maintained. Since 

then, the area has changed significantly and the population has grown, bringing 

other priorities and responsibilities. We are also part of the national effort to 

increase biodiversity and manage climate change. 

  

It is no surprise then, that our Keepers and Volunteers do an amazing range of 

work each month. We are very grateful to them for their time and effort which 

help to make the Commons the pleasant open space we all enjoy. 

 

  



 

 

There was still some work to do at the newly cleared site off Kemnal Road. 

Here a holly tree has been felled to allow more light to reach the ground, which 

will help to increase biodiversity. Some of the holly cut over the winter work 



 

sessions is being used to weave fences at Scadbury Lodge. 

  

 

  



 

An important part of the annual work schedule is keeping the ditches clear to 

allow excess water to drain away, and our intrepid volunteers spent a muddy 

session on St. Paul’s Cray Common. The ditches are part of the London 

Borough of Bromley’s drainage system which helps take water away from the 

main roads. 

  

 

WILL YOU BE A TRUE FRIEND OF THE 

COMMONS?  

  

The 180 acres of local common land are protected by an Act 

of Parliament. 

 

Chislehurst Commons has responsibility under the Act for 

the management and maintenance of the area, so that it can 

continue to be enjoyed by the community. It is open to all at all times. 

 

 

The Act, however, made no provision for funding, and we 

rely on our wonderful volunteers and the generosity of local 

people to enable us to continue our work. 

 

We have two Keepers whose knowledge, skills and 

dedication are invaluable. Everyone else who works to 

maintain and develop our beautiful Commons does so on a 

voluntary basis.  

  

You can donate via our website at  



 

www.chislehurstcommons.uk or via PayPal Giving. 

  

 

 

   

 

We Need a New Truck! 

 

 

  

 

  

 

A big “Thank you!” to everyone who has already responded to 

our appeal to help us to fund a new truck. 

  

But we are not there yet! 
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Our truck is a feature of life in Chislehurst and an essential tool for Jonathan 

and Peter to carry out their duties on the Commons. It needs to be available 

every day. 

 

Unfortunately, our current 15 year old truck is proving to be unreliable, costly 

to repair, and suffering corrosion, and so the economic solution is to replace it. 

The cost of replacement will be £32,000 after excellent discounts from Toyota, 

and we are seeking to raise £10,000 towards this cost. 

  

Your support in achieving this sum would be greatly appreciated. Without 

funding, our essential work for the Commons and the community could be 

severely impacted. 

  

You can donate via our website at  

www.chislehurstcommons.uk or via PayPal Giving. 

  

 Thank you! 

  

 

 

Bee Aware! 
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With concerns for the wellbeing of honeybees and bumblebees growing, it’s 

worth remembering these social bees (with queens, drones and workers) 

represent only a fraction of over 270 species of bees found in Britain and 

Ireland, most of which lead a solitary life. One of the earliest solitary bees seen 

in spring, currently visiting Commons’ blooms, is the hairy-footed flower bee 

Anthophora plumipes, aptly named given the male’s very hairy feet and legs 

(top). The female (bottom) looks very different, being jet black and looking more 

like a small bumblebee with dense orange hairs on the hind legs. 

 

The males appear before the females, and after mating the female builds single 

egg chambers in soft mortar of walls or in soil banks which she stocks with 



 

pollen and nectar. After laying a single egg in each chamber and sealing them 

up, the adult’s life cycle is over. The eggs then hatch into larvae that feed on 

the food provisions through to a stage where they pupate to overwinter - 

emerging the following spring as new adults.  

 

Next time you find yourself sitting on a bench by Prickend Pond and there are 

bees about, it’s always worth a second close look… you may be surprised at 

the variety you see. 

   

  

 

A Bee or not a Bee? 

 

 

 

 

Plus, there may be some in disguise that aren’t even bees!    

 



  



  

 

Amongst the pollinating bees seen on the Commons recently, there was a 

couple of the many important “undercover” pollinating insects – two true flies 

that are bumblebee mimics (they have evolved to claim protection from a sting 

in the tail they don’t possess!) Top is a dark-edged bee-fly Bombylius major and 

bottom, one of the many hoverflies, Eristalis intricarius.  

 

   

 

 Flowery Vistas 

 

 

  



 

 

 

A cheerful sight on a chilly day, this bank of gorse in the Overflow Glade is a 

mass of colour at the moment. 

  



 

 

 

There is blackthorn blossom to be seen across the Commons, but it is 

particularly striking at the boundary of the Cricket Ground. 

  



 

 

The Month at the Prickend Pond 

 

 

  

  

  



 

On 7th March we had our first sighting of the Egyptian Geese with their newly 

hatched goslings. There were eight of them nestled under their mother, but they 

soon wriggled out and started exploring, and it wasn’t long before they took to 

the water. Unfortunately, although both parents are constantly in attendance 

and keep a close watch, one disappeared. The remaining seven, however, 

seem to be thriving. The lower photo was taken six days after the upper, and 

shows how quickly they are growing. We look forward to seeing them become 

independent.  

   

 



 

 

The black-headed gulls that visit us in large numbers each winter were 



 

nowhere to be seen at our latest bird count at the end of March. This picture 

was taken a week or two earlier. 

   

 

 

 

The busy world races by, but the geese rest peacefully on the Common, a rural 

haven for them as well as for us. 

   

 

 

Sunset over Rush Pond 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Another peaceful aspect of our Commons, the quiet at the end of the day. 

   



 

 

And Finally, One to Make You Smile ... 

 

 

  

 



 

 

Not a footprint from ancient times, but a chance arrangement of pebbles on the 

path to Royal Parade. 

 

Look up or look down, there’s always something to interest and amaze on our 

wonderful Commons, the treasure trove at the heart of Chislehurst. 

 

We will continue to do our best to protect and enhance them for present and 

future generations. 

  

   

Click here to access a map of the Commons  

 

  

 

 

We are registered with Amazon Smile. 

  

Visit smile.amazon.co.uk instead of the normal Amazon website 

and select Chislehurst Commons, and, for everything you buy, 

Amazon will donate 0.5% to help maintain the Commons. This is 

another excellent opportunity to support the greenspace on your 

doorstep. 
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Show your support for Chislehurst’s commonland 

while you shop! 

  

THANK YOU! 

  

 

 

 

Thanks for this month’s photos to Peter Edwards, Kevin 

Jennings, Brian Knights, Ross Wearn and Mary Wheeler. 

  

  

Thanks also to the Editorial Team – Kevin Jennings, 

Christine Wearn, Ross Wearn and Mary Wheeler. 

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

Chislehurst Commons are proud to display the Green 

Flag Award logo. 

 

  



If you would care to donate, please click here  

 

or donate online here  
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