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Meteorological autumn is here, bringing with it shorter days and gradual 

changes in the natural world around us. The rowan tree in the photo above is 

bright with berries at the moment, and there is so much to enjoy in every 

season. 

 

In our monthly Newsletters we aim to keep you up-to-date with 

developments on the Commons, illustrate the amazing diversity of flora and 

fauna, and show you some of the work involved in maintaining and 

enhancing the 180 acres. 

 

  

 

 

Recent community events on the Commons 

 

 

 



 

 

There have been two community events on the Commons recently, and it has 

been lovely to see so many people out enjoying themselves in the beautiful 

surroundings. 

The Big Picnic, held at the Cockpit on 15th August, was a great success for the 

team at Visit Chislehurst. A big ‘thank you’ to everyone who came to see us at 

our stall, where we had a display, a children’s activity, and cards for sale. 

  

 



 

 

We also set up our tents at the Rotary Summer Fair, sadly missed last year, 

but enjoyed by the community again last Saturday, thanks to the hard work 

of all concerned in the organisation of the day. 

We are pleased to report that John Hayhow, our Chairman, and Jonathan 

Harvie, our Head Keeper, recently received Chislehurst 

Rotary Community Service awards and a generous donation towards the 

upkeep of the Commons. 

 

   

 

 

Our Wonderful Keepers and Volunteers  

 

 

 

 

For the past month or so, our Keepers and Volunteers have been kept very 



 

busy with the annual cutting and raking of the grasslands. The task has been 

particularly difficult this year, partly because the weather conditions have 

produced such rich, lush growth, but also because, in line with national 

guidelines, more areas have been left unmown. In the photo the Working Party 

are preparing to rake the area around the Cockpit ready for the Big Picnic. 

 

   

 



 

 

Much of the grassland of the Commons is acid grassland, a priority habitat in 

the UK Biodiversity Plan. Acid grass grows on poor soil, and the 

recommended method of preserving it is to mow and rake off the grass once 

a year. This prevents nutrients from the cut grass enriching the soil. 

Acid grassland supports its own community of plant and insect life and is 

becoming increasingly rare. 

 

   

 

 

The First Signs of Autumn  

 

 

 



 

 

This is the time when our thoughts turn to apple and blackberry crumble, and 

we remember how important seasonal fruits were to people in the days 

before fridges and freezers. The Commons were a useful source of berries, 

nuts and medicinal herbs. 

 

   

 

 

 

Jays are shy birds of the woodland and can be difficult to spot. Autumn is a 

good season to see them because they feed on acorns, often collecting more 

than they need and burying them for later. They also eat berries and nuts. They 

have a screeching call which can be heard especially when they are on the 

move. 

   



 

 

 

This photo of a jay in flight in the woodland behind the War Memorial, shows its 

brilliant blue wing feathers, which are not so obvious when the wings are 

folded. 

   

 

WILL YOU BE A TRUE FRIEND OF THE 

COMMONS?  

  

The 180 acres of local common land are protected by an Act 

of Parliament. 

Chislehurst Commons has responsibility under the Act for 

the management and maintenance of the area. The Act, 

however, made no provision for funding, and we rely on the 



 

generosity of local people to enable us to continue our work. 

We have two Keepers whose knowledge, skills and 

dedication are invaluable. Everyone else who works to 

maintain and develop our beautiful Commons does so on a 

voluntary basis. 

  

You can donate via our website at  

www.chislehurstcommons.uk or go to PayPal Giving. 

 

 

 

 

The Amazing Biodiversity of the Commons – 

some of our smaller residents   

 

 

 

 

The brightly coloured silver-washed fritillary is a dramatic sight as it flies along 
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sunlit woodland paths or across glades. It lives in oak woodland and feeds on 

nectar from brambles and thistles. Eggs are laid under tree bark, and the 

caterpillars spin silk cocoons and go into hibernation for the winter. In spring 

they come down to the woodland floor to feed on violets. 

 

   

 

 

 

The scorpion fly, so-called because of its scorpion-like tail, also lives along 

woodland edges, particularly among stinging nettles and brambles. It has a 

long, beak-like projection from its head that it uses to feed. It is a scavenger 

that will eat dead insects, but also steals the contents of spiders' webs. 

 

   



 

 

 

This small red-eyed damselfly was photographed at Prickend Pond. It can be 

seen flitting from leaf to leaf across the surface of ponds from May to 

September. 

   

 

 

Amphibian News  

 

 



 

 

 

This frog was spotted in a log pile on St. Paul’s Cray Common. They are found 

near water in springtime but spend the rest of the year in woodlands, fields or 

gardens. 

   

 

 

And finally ......... a picture to make you smile!  

 

 



 

 

 

This heron is spreading its wings as though curtseying, as it settles itself on a 

low-hanging branch over Rush Pond. 

   

 

There is always something to interest, amaze or entertain on our beautiful 

Commons, at the centre of life in Chislehurst, and the reason so many of us 

choose to live and work here. 

We will continue to do our best to maintain and enhance them for present and 

future generations. 

   

    

Click here to access a map of the Commons  
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There are now two additional ways for you to show 

your support for Chislehurst’s common land. 

 

 

 

 

Members of the Co-op can nominate our charity to receive 1p in 

every £ they spend. 

 

https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/47108 

   

 

 

 

We are also registered with Amazon Smile. 

  

Visit smile.amazon.co.uk instead of the normal Amazon website and 

select Chislehurst Commons, and for everything you buy, Amazon 

will donate 0.5% to help maintain the Commons. This is another 

excellent opportunity to support the greenspace on your doorstep. 

THANK YOU! 
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Thanks for this month's photos to Jonathan de Maid, Don 

Drage, Peter Edwards, Clare Herriot, Kevin Jennings, Ross 

Wearn and Mary Wheeler. 

  

  

Thanks also to the Editorial Team – Christine Wearn, Ross 

Wearn and Mary Wheeler. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Chislehurst Commons are proud to display the Green 

Flag Award logo. 

 

  

If you would care to donate, please click here  

 

or donate online here  
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