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June, the beginning of summer, and at last the weather has responded with
sunshine and blue skies. The drought of April was followed by a very wet May,
which brought the Commons to life and raised water-levels in the ponds. All
around us, flowers are blooming and birds are singing, and it is all to be

enjoyed here on your doorstep on Chislehurst Commons.



A date for your diary

You are invited to the Chislehurst Big Picnic organised by the Team at Visit
Chislehurst, from 11 am — 4 pm on Saturday 26™ June. It will take place at

the Cockpit on the Common and is absolutely FREE!

It promises to be a day of fun and entertainment. All you need to do is bring

a picnic rug and a picnic. There will be live music and plenty of things to do.

We will be there with a tent and a children’s activity, so please come over

and say hello.

Our Wonderful Keepers and Volunteers




One of May’s many tasks for our Keepers was planting out the geraniums
round the War Memorial. Coolings Nurseries kindly donate plants throughout

the year so that the Memorial here in Chislehurst is always well presented.



Our Volunteers have undertaken a variety of tasks recently. In the photo

they are cutting back encroaching undergrowth and overhanging
branches from the pavement on Centre Common Road. They have also

cleared ditches on St Paul’s Cray Common to allow water to flow freely,



and work has continued at Prickend Pond. We could not maintain the
Commons so well without their support, and we are very grateful to them

all for their time and effort.

WILL YOU BE A TRUE FRIEND OF THE
COMMONS?

The 180 acres of local common land are protected by an Act
of Parliament.

Chislehurst Commons has responsibility under the Act for
the management and maintenance of the area. The Act,
however, made no provision for funding, and we rely on the
generosity of local people to enable us to continue our work.
We have two Keepers whose knowledge, skills and
dedication are invaluable. Everyone else who works to
maintain and develop our beautiful Commons does so on a

voluntary basis.

You can donate via our website at

www.chislehurstcommons.uk or go to PayPal Giving.

There are now two additional ways for you to show

your support for Chislehurst’s common land.


https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3D276b5b1426%26e%3Dab784cab69&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0047f848017c418bc83b08d92979800e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637586424089045060%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=JGRdGLzHm%2F8nvAuKatSQS6q4MP%2F9FVOtmUbGqOByIG0%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3D905cd68c92%26e%3Dab784cab69&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0047f848017c418bc83b08d92979800e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637586424089045060%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=JZrZF0n1lhD%2FBpAs4P36QswADJXM%2FNifKZpc%2BJbKuH8%3D&reserved=0

Members of the Co-op can nominate our charity to receive 1p in

every £ they spend.

https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/47108

amazons

We are also registered with Amazon Smile.

Visit www.smile.amazon.co.uk instead of the normal Amazon

website and select Chislehurst Commons, and for everything you
buy, Amazon will donate 0.5% to help maintain the Commons. This is
another excellent opportunity to support the greenspace on your

doorstep.

THANK YOUI!

The Commons in Bloom



https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3D28ac73bab1%26e%3Dab784cab69&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0047f848017c418bc83b08d92979800e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637586424089055058%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=jwXa2TrNeDMZOcnsQAnM6P5d4QdkZY08UorAGbRV6sE%3D&reserved=0
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May saw a campaign by Plantlife, “Say No to the Mow”, to highlight the

importance of all our grassland for biodiversity. This includes garden lawns and

roadside verges, as well as meadows, parks, and open spaces.



On the Commons, grass is cut where necessary to ensure sightlines for traffic,
and also along some pavements. However, large parts of the grasslands are
cut only once a year, after the flowering season when the plants have spread
their seeds. This allows flowers to develop providing food for pollinators, giving
food and shelter to many invertebrates such as butterflies and moths and

providing cover for larger animals like toads.

It also enhances the environment for us all as we go about our daily lives. The
photo shows the grassland along Prince Imperial Road.



A close-up of the grassland with Speedwell and Daisies in flower, just a small

selection of the rich diversity of plants it supports.



Continuing the theme of the Commons in Bloom, this is the season when

Hawthorn blossom fills the air across the Commons with a sweet perfume.



To see a selection of the flowering plants of the Commons, the Wildflower

Garden at St. Nicholas School is well worth a visit. About 40 species have been
transplanted from across the Commons or grown from seeds collected there.
The pink flower in the foreground is Red Campion.



News from the Ponds




And now a sad tale from the ponds. This year a pair of Egyptian Geese hatched

one gosling at Prickend Pond. They were the first to appear with an offspring
this year, and were attentive parents, chasing away other water birds that came
near. Unfortunately, the youngster developed a condition known as “Angel
Wing” where the wing does not develop properly. This means that the bird
cannot fly and makes it vulnerable to predators, and one night the gosling
disappeared. Research into the condition continues, but most experts, including
the Wildfowl and Wetland Trust, agree that the condition is associated with

eating bread.

We urge visitors to the pond not to give the birds products made with flour,
such as bread, biscuits, cakes and pastry. There is plenty of their natural food
in the pond, but if you want to bring something, seeds and grains are better for
them.



Meanwhile, at Rush Pond, these six terrapins have been taking advantage of

the sunshine, stretching out their necks to catch the warmth.

Whilst it may be entertaining to see these terrapins in our ponds, they are
actually a foreign species whose principal origin was probably the Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtle craze in the 1980s. Large numbers of small terrapins and
turtles were imported, but then, when they outgrew their bowls and garden

ponds, they were dumped in local ponds and rivers!

They may have negative effects on our native fauna and flora. So the Trustees
ask you please not to dispose of them - or unwanted fish - in any of the ponds

on the Commons.



Feeding time

This is a busy time for parent birds with hungry mouths to feed. This Nuthatch

has a beakful of insects to take back to the nest.



This Stock Dove featured in an earlier Newsletter, looking for a hole to nest in.

It now has a family to feed and care for.

More residents of our beautiful, diverse

Commons




The sunshine has brought out butterflies like this Small Copper. Its bright

colours can be seen on the grasslands as it flits quickly from flower to flower.



A Mistle Thrush, our largest thrush, on the look-out for invertebrates. They

were once known as Stormcocks because they continue to sing even when it
rains. They prefer areas with big trees and short grass, so the glades on the
Commons are the places to look for them.

The Commons in Close-up




A beautiful study of a pair of Coot chicks.

Our Commons truly are amazing with things to inspire and uplift at every turn.
They are the precious diverse heart of Chislehurst, and we will continue to do
our best to manage and maintain them for the community now and for future

generations.

Click here to access a map of the Commons



https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3D27c35c6858%26e%3Dab784cab69&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0047f848017c418bc83b08d92979800e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637586424089065050%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=6U%2BYpu8rAPvVRLQuE9H0lfI3RJnDodFR2pNKsuiQNSY%3D&reserved=0

Thanks for the photos in this Newsletter to Don Drage, Peter
Edwards, Jonathan Harvie, Kevin Jennings, Michael Knight,

John Stiles, Ross Wearn, and Mary Wheeler.

Thanks also to the Editorial Team — Brian Knights, Christine

Wearn, Ross Wearn and Mary Wheeler.

Chislehurst Commons are proud to display the Green
Flag Award logo.

If you would care to donate, please click here

or donate online here
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