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Happy May Day! It’s a good time to be out and about on the Commons. There 

is so much to see, hear and enjoy. As life begins to return to normal for the 

human population of Chislehurst, the natural world continues on its annual 

cycle, with the trees coming into leaf, flowers blooming and new life at the 

ponds. 

 

The photo above shows part of the Commons at Shepherd’s Green. It 

illustrates how valuable the open spaces and verges of our Commons are to 



 

our quality of life here in Chislehurst. 

 

  

 

What’s been happening this month on 
the Commons? 

 

 

 

 

Our wonderful Working Party Volunteers are back in action. They have divided 

into two groups, one working at Prickend Pond, and the other in the woodland 

behind the War Memorial. The woodland group has been clearing the holly, so 

that light can penetrate to the ground and encourage bushes and flowering 

plants to grow. 

 

  



 

 

 

The pond group has been planting bushes and wildflowers to increase the 

biodiversity of the area by attracting insects and birds. We hope the new 

planting will also provide interest and pleasant surroundings for visitors using 

the new path and seating. 

Following the wet weather at the beginning of the year, April has not lived up to 

its reputation for being showery and has been an exceptionally dry month. 

Water levels in the ponds are already dropping. The ponds are only sustained 

by rain and the subsequent runoff from the surrounding land and roads, so we 

hope for some wetter days or nights in May. 

 

  



 

 

 

You may have noticed a mound at the side of the May Queen site. This is an 

earth bank which has been built as a trial, prior to putting in a Planning 

Application to the London Borough of Bromley, as part of our anti-

encroachment policy. When approved and completed, the bank will be planted 

with grass and wildflowers to make it an attractive and biodiverse part of the 

Commons. 

All of this, and much more, has been made possible by the expertise and 

dedication of our two Keepers, and the time given so generously by our 

wonderful volunteers. 

We know that we also have supporters who come out anonymously and collect 

litter. We appreciate the work they do and the difference they make. They 

improve the area for us all. A big "thank you" to them. 

 

  

WILL YOU BE A TRUE FRIEND OF THE 
COMMONS? 



 

  

The 180 acres of local common land are protected by an Act 
of Parliament. 
Chislehurst Commons has responsibility under the Act for 
the management and maintenance of the area. The Act, 
however, made no provision for funding, and we rely on the 
generosity of local people to enable us to continue our work. 
We have two Keepers whose knowledge, skills and 
dedication are invaluable. Everyone else who works to 
maintain and develop our beautiful Commons does so on a 
voluntary basis. 

  

You can donate via our website at  
www.chislehurstcommons.uk or go to PayPal Giving. 

 

 

There are now two additional ways for you to show 
your support for Chislehurst’s common land. 

 

 

 

Members of the Co-op can nominate our charity to receive 1p in 

every £ they spend. 

 

https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/47108 

  

 

http://www.chislehurstcommons.uk/
https://www.paypal.com/gb/fundraiser/charity/3258282
https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/47108


 

 

We are also registered with Amazon Smile. 

  

Visit www.smile.amazon.co.uk instead of the normal Amazon 

website and select Chislehurst Commons, and for everything you 

buy, Amazon will donate 0.5% to help maintain the Commons. This is 

another excellent opportunity to support the greenspace on your 

doorstep. 

THANK YOU! 

  

 

Our Commons are biodiverse and 
beautiful and bursting with life. 

 

 

 

 

This is a wonderful time of year to be down at the pond. This Grey Wagtail is 

one of a pair seen last week dipping and diving over the water in search of 

insects. 

 

  

http://www.smile.amazon.co.uk/
http://www.smile.amazon.co.uk/


 

 

 

Mallard ducklings huddle together in the sunshine with their anxious parents on 

watch nearby. If one becomes separated, the frantic cheeps as they paddle 

about trying to find their family can be heard across the pond. 

 

  



 

 

 

This Cootling hatched in a nest hidden at the base of the island in Prickend 

Pond. The parents are kept busy finding food and then feeding the babies from 

their own beaks. 

 

  



 

 

 

A Crow makes use of the water to dunk a piece of bread. 

 

  

 



 

 

Even in the calm and peaceful surroundings of the pond, disputes can arise. 

Here a Coot chases a Moorhen that has encroached too far onto its territory. 

 

  

 

 

 

There is often a cormorant at the pond, watching intently from a log for passing 

fish, or diving for its prey. Their feathers are not waterproof, so they can also be 

seen in a characteristic cross shape, with their wings outspread to dry. 

 

  

 

Stunning Spring Flowers. 

 



 

Our latest woodland exhibition is 20 panels showing some of the wildflowers 

you may see on Chislehurst Commons in spring. These are now displayed on 

trees along paths through the woodland. We hope you enjoy them and find 

them interesting. 



 

 

  

 

 

 

This is a close-up study of Comfrey. As well as providing a brilliant sight on the 

edges of the woodland, it is deep-rooted and can reach large quantities of 

nutrients which it stores in its leaves. It is useful in organic gardens as a 

fertiliser, composter and mulch. 

 

  



 

 

 

Groundsel is widespread and has a long flowering period. It has fluffy white 

seed heads, and its Latin name Senecio Vulgaris derives from the word for “old 

man”. 

 

  

 

The Commons in Close-up. 

  

 

 

 

  



 

 

  

This is the largest clutch of blue tits' eggs we have recorded so far this breeding 

season. Laying one a day, the female will only start incubating once she feels 

she has the right clutch size. We expect this nest box will have a sitting female 

for the next two weeks or so.  

 

  



 

 

This tiny flower is aptly named Pearlwort. Its flowers are only a few millimetres 

long and it is easily missed as it sprawls amongst the grass. A natural treasure 

indeed. 

  

Our beautiful Commons really are amazing, and we will continue to work to 



 

preserve them and develop their biodiversity. 

 

  
  

 

Click here to access a map of the Commons  

 

 

 

 

Thanks for the photos in this Newsletter to Don Drage, Peter 
Edwards, Kevin Jennings, Alan Porter, John Stiles, Ross 
Wearn, Charlie Wheeler and Mary Wheeler. 
  
Thanks also to the Editorial Team – Christine Wearn, Ross 
Wearn and Mary Wheeler. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chislehurst Commons are proud to display the Green 

Flag Award logo. 

 

  

If you would care to donate, please click here  

 

http://chislehurstcommons.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/PDB40854-MAP-190327.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b/files/c1d93d11-d2f6-416b-8c1b-40d24cb4dab3/donation_form.01.pdf


or donate online here 

 

Privacy Policy 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

   

 

 

Copyright © 2021 Chislehurst Commons, All rights reserved. 

 

 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 

 

 
  

 

https://www.paypal.com/gb/fundraiser/charity/3258282
https://mcusercontent.com/547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b/files/94f9e8d6-c330-4a7b-8590-361db18c450c/Privacy_Policy.pdf
https://chislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com/profile?u=547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b&id=e974633aed&e=%5bUNIQID%5d&c=b4567ca98a
https://chislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b&id=e974633aed&e=%5bUNIQID%5d&c=b4567ca98a
http://chislehurstcommons.uk/
mailto:contactus@chislehurstcommons.uk
http://www.mailchimp.com/email-referral/?utm_source=freemium_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral_marketing&aid=547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b&afl=1

