January 2021

Chislehurst Commons

wishes all its friends and

supporters

a very Happy New Year.



Even in these dark, cold January days, the natural world continues to bring

pleasure and something new each day. 2020 was a very difficult and worrying
year, but for many of us the Commons provided a haven where we could
escape for a while, explore our surroundings and enjoy the sights and sounds.
We hope that there will be better times in 2021, but, whatever lies ahead, we
know that our precious greenspace will continue to be at the centre of daily life
in Chislehurst, and valued by the whole community.



The new year brings exciting news about Prickend Pond. Work on the new

access path is due to start on Monday 4th January. The area shown in the
photo above is well-used, and becomes muddy and difficult to walk over in wet
weather. The new path will run in line with the High Street, from the Queen’s
Head to an area near the inlet stream reedbed, where there will be an improved
seating area. This is also where the geese and ducks come out onto the shore,
and there will be a pebble beach so that it does not become so slippery.

This initiative will improve access to the pond, The work is scheduled to last for
about two weeks depending on weather conditions.

We are grateful to the Chislehurst Society for helping us to fund this project.



Will you be a true friend of the

Ccommons?

The 180 acres of local common land are protected by
an Act of Parliament.

Chislehurst Commons has responsibility under the Act
for the management and maintenance of the area. The
Act, however, made no provision for funding, and we
rely on the generosity of local people to enable us to
continue our work. We have two Keepers, whose
knowledge, skills and dedication are invaluable.
Everyone else who works to maintain and develop our

beautiful Commons does so on a voluntary basis.

You can donate via our website at

www.chislehurstcommons.uk



https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3D147f3396fb%26e%3Dab784cab69&data=04%7C01%7C%7C9099edfe95e44b19db5508d8b07e6f21%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637453404376334114%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=oNn2sYMx2bM3PvIJWqX%2BndsE6DbJY6tzkUOg74yUkZI%3D&reserved=0

or go to PayPal Giving.

There are now two additional ways for you to show

your support for Chislehurst’s common land.

Thank you!

Members of the Co-op can nominate our charity to receive 1p in

every £ they spend.

https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/47108

amazons
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We are also registered with Amazon Smile.

Visit www.smile.amazon.co.uk instead of the normal Amazon

website and select Chislehurst Commons, and for everything you
buy, Amazon will donate 0.5% to help maintain the Commons. This is
another excellent opportunity to support the greenspace on your

doorstep.
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Even in the cold days of winter, a walk on the Commons brings much to enjoy.

If you are out early enough you might catch a stunning sight like this early

morning view across the Common towards Camden Close.




A visit to the Overflow Pond is always interesting, and the effects of the

changing seasons are evident. Last year the winter rain filled it for the first time
in several years. However, by June it was completely dry and lush with
vegetation as shown in the top photo. The bottom photo was taken a week ago
and shows that it is beginning to hold water again.

This wetland area is an important habitat, and attracts insects, amphibians,
butterflies and birds. It needs careful maintenance. Last year our Working Party
cleared some of the vegetation and cut back the willows.






Although many trees are bare, there is still plenty of greenery in the woodland —
ivy, yew, holly and the Holm Oak, pictured above. This is an evergreen
broadleaf tree, introduced to Britain in the late 1500’s. It can grow to 20m and
develops a huge, rounded crown. It produces long catkins, which provide a
source of pollen for bees and other insects, and it has small pointed acorns.

Gorse brightens up a winter walk with its golden yellow flowers. It has grown on

the Common for hundreds of years and was collected for use as fuel for fires.

Gorse flowers are popular feeding destinations for the Bumblebee, and always



worth a closer look.

A winter buzz-z-z-z

Balmy spring and summer days may be some way off, but one insect we
associate with summer may already be out and about. The bumblebee, notably
the Buff-tailed Bumblebee (Bombus terrestris) is our earliest wild bee to be on
the wing at this time of year.

Over the last 100 years the flight period of many bumblebees has advanced
one or two months with warmer winters. This is most noticeable in the south,

especially in warmer urban areas with a wider range of winter flowers.



Although sunny days are better for seeing winter bumblebees (with the sun
warming them to flying temperature), with their larger size, furry insulating coats
and internal ability (shivering their flight muscles) to raise their body
temperature, they are also able to fly and feed at lower temperatures on
overcast days. The urban Buff-tailed has taken this cold adaptation further with
potentially up to three breeding cycles each year (each with a separate queen)
stretching activity through the winter months to capitalize on early pollen and

nectar ahead of other pollinators.






There are other flowers to see on the Common, even in the depths of winter.
This Sow Thistle was pictured last week near Watts Lane.

A walk on the Common usually includes a visit to the ponds. At this time of

year, the black-headed gulls dominate the scene. They start to arrive in
September — 3 were recorded in our September bird count — and the numbers
increase until midwinter. 102 were recorded at the end of December. They
have usually all gone by April.



The Commons in close-up - another one from

Nature’s Art Gallery.

The beauty of a frosted leaf, captured in the early morning light.

And finally - more things to look out for in January.




Signs of new growth, like these iris shoots in the pond.

Birds are more visible while the trees are bare. Look out for birds like
long-tailed tits, robins and wrens.

A kingfisher visits Rush Pond — you may catch a glimpse of the brilliant
colours as it darts across the pond. Or, as in the photo below, you may

just see its reflection in the water.



Our Commons are truly amazing — nature, with all its wonders, on

your doorstep.
We will continue to preserve and maintain it, while also working

to increase its biodiversity.

You can catch up on any missed newsletters by clicking here

Thanks for the photos in this Newsletter to Don Drage, Peter

Edwards, Kevin Jennings, Ross Wearn and Mary Wheeler.



https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3D63927fe3e4%26e%3Dab784cab69&data=04%7C01%7C%7C9099edfe95e44b19db5508d8b07e6f21%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637453404376364083%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=quGtpzTwf8ToeT%2B%2Bjk6s5Eri%2BkpQpD8afm5DM6EO1%2Bc%3D&reserved=0

Thanks also to the Editorial Team — Kevin Jennings,

Christine Wearn, Ross Wearn and Mary Wheeler.

Chislehurst Commons are proud to display the Green
Flag Award logo.

If you would care to donate, please click here

or donate online here
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