December 2020

As 2020 draws to a close,
Chislehurst Commons wishes all its

friends and supporters



A Merry Christimas and a safe and

happy New Year.
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A glimpse of Christmas past. This Christmas card, posted about 100 years ago,

shows part of the Common, and was sent with “love and best wishes.”



The shorter days and colder weather of winter are now upon us, but the brilliant

colours of autumn linger, and all seasons on our beautiful Commons bring new
aspects to delight and inspire. 2020 has been a year of sadness and
uncertainty, but the amazing natural world at the centre of Chislehurst has
provided a place to roam freely, an opportunity to discover our surroundings in

close-up, and a source of never-ending interest and wonder for us all.



Two new ways to support your local Commons.

We are pleased to be able to tell you about two new
initiatives which will enable you to support our work while

you shop.

The 180 acres of local common land are protected by an Act of
Parliament.
Chislehurst Commons has responsibility under the Act for the
management and maintenance of the area. The Act, however,

made no provision for funding, and we rely on the generosity of



local people to enable us to continue our work. We have two
Keepers whose knowledge, skills and dedication are invaluable.
Everyone else who works to maintain and develop our beautiful

Commons does so on a voluntary basis.

We are very grateful to the Chislehurst Co-op for selecting
Chislehurst Commons as one of the charities they support
under their Local Community Fund. This means that Co-op
members can now nominate our charity to receive 1p in
every £1 they spend until Oct 23rd, 2021. We are sure you
will agree that this is a wonderful opportunity for the
community to help the local environment while shopping as
usual. You can become a member of the Co-op for £1. This is

the link to our profile page on the Co-op Website.

https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/47108
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amazon

We are also now registered with Amazon Smile.

Visit www.smile.amazon.co.uk instead of the normal Amazon

website and select Chislehurst Commons, and for everything
you buy, Amazon will donate 0.5% to help maintain the
Commons. This is another excellent opportunity to support
the greenspace on your doorstep, particularly with Christmas

so close.
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DECEMBER 1871

Wombwell’s Menagerie visits Chislehurst

e WOMBWELL'’s
This is one of
twenty tales TRAVELLING MENAGERIE
In our . "
Midwinter Best in the World!
Miscellany Patronised by HM The Queen and all the Royal
Family.

Wombwell's was one of a number of popular travelling exhibitions of
wild animals collected from around the world. Posters advertised as
many as 14 large wagons full of exotic animals — elephants, lions,
rhinoceros, hippopotamus, tigers, zebra and even a polar bear.

The Kentish Advertiser for Christmas Day 1871 reported that the
menagerie visited Chislehurst and

“was honoured by a visit from the Emperor, the Prince Imperial
and several attendants. His Majesty appeared to take great
interest in the exhibition, venturing to pat one of the lions. The
band played “God Save the Queen” and Mozart’s “Gloria”
during the Emperor’s visit. We are sorry to record the death of
the celebrated White Camel, a loss to the proprietor not easily
replaced.”

(ex- Emperor Napoleon lll was living in exile at Camden Place.)

Chislehurst Commons has responsibility for
managing the 180 acres of local common land
under an Act of Parliament.

The Act made no provision for funding.

If you would like to support the work of
maintaining our wonderful commons, please
visit our website www.chislehurstcommons.uk
or go to PayPal Giving at

PLEASE STAY SAFE — KEEP 2 METRES APART




Following our recent woodland exhibition of Tales from the Commons, we have
devised a Midwinter Miscellany of Tales about incidents that happened in
Chislehurst in December and January in days gone by — a mishap in a balloon,
a visit from Queen Victoria and an amazing shot on the golf course, for
example. You will find them on trees along the main paths through the woods
on the same boards as the previous Tales. We hope you enjoy them.

(The Tales from the Commons are now available on our website for you to view
at your leisure. You can find them under the Activities tab or click here for a

direct link.)

Although we are now in the dark days of December, a walk on our Common will

always provide sights and sounds to enjoy — for example, a holly tree full of
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berries like this one at Prickend Pond.

The London Borough of Bromley contains a variety of

greenspaces, all unique in character. It is currently

undertaking an Open Space Strategy Consultation,

which ends on 7th January 2021. This is an important
document for all open spaces and their future in
Bromley, and we would urge you to complete the
survey questionnaire which can be found at Open

space strateqy consultation | London Borough of Bromle
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Robins are a popular subject for Christmas cards and their song rings out

across our Commons. Robins not only sing all year round but are also among
the earliest to start singing in the morning, and the last to stop at night.

They will often sing under streetlights, and people can mistake them for
nightingales because of this.

They sing in winter to hold their territory, as a message to other robins.



Despite the onset of colder weather, there are still flowers in bloom on the

Common, for example Dwarf Mallow, Daisies, Knotweed and Cat’s Ear.

Yarrow, shown in the photo above, can be seen across the grasslands.






This photo of Green Alkanet was taken a few days ago. A photo of it also
featured in the Newsletter we sent out at the end of March, and it has been
brightening the Commons ever since.

This Redwing was pictured recently near Rush Pond. The Redwing is a small

thrush that visits the UK in the winter, with the first arrivals reaching us in
October. Some come from Iceland to winter in Scotland and Ireland. Others
come from Russia and Scandinavia to winter in southern England and further
south in Europe.

They are often seen in flocks in bushes and hedgerows, looking for berries and
other fruit, and can be identified by the creamy stripe above the eye and



orange-red flank patches.
When the berries are finished, they move to more open ground where they look
for earthworms.

In spring, they leave for their northern breeding territories, where they nest low

down in boggy woodland and birch forests.




As reported in our last Newsletter, it has been a bumper year for acorns.

Scientists studying the caching behaviour of squirrels have found evidence that
they test acorns for quality before deciding which ones to eat and which to store
for later. The teeth marks on this one show that it was well-tested before being
discarded.

Our Commons are truly amazing — nature, with all its wonders, on
your doorstep.
We will continue to preserve and maintain it, while also working

to increase its biodiversity.



You can catch up on any missed newsletters by clicking here

Thanks for the photos in this Newsletter to Don Drage, Peter

Edwards, Kevin Jennings, Ross Wearn and Mary Wheeler.

Thanks also to the Editorial Team — Christine Wearn, Ross

Wearn and Mary Wheeler.

Chislehurst Commons are proud to display the Green

Flag Award logo.

If you would care to donate, please click here

or donate online here
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