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As the days draw in, there are many autumnal delights to enjoy on our beautiful

commons — not only the changing colours of the leaves, but conkers, acorns,



rowan berries, elder berries, rose hips, beech nuts, blackberries. Nature’s
harvest for the creatures that live here.






The natural world around us in Chislehurst has been important to so many of us
in the past year. As we face an uncertain and worrying winter, it will continue to
provide a haven of peace and tranquillity, pathways to healthy outdoor

exercise, and a source of interest and inspiration.






To enhance your experience of the commons, a local artist, Helen Baylis,
has generously donated some of her paintings of local wildlife. You may
have noticed them displayed on trees along the main paths. We are very
grateful to Helen for her imagination in devising the trail, and for sharing her
work with us all. The Chislehurst Society also supported her idea, and kindly
provided funds for materials. There are 16 pictures for you to find. A few
clues to start you off - there is a Stag Beetle near the Cockpit, a Wood
Mouse in the Overflow Glade, a Bat on the May Queen site, a Frog on the
path above Rush Pond, and 4, including an Owl, on St. Paul’'s Cray Common
near Holbrook House. The last one on that path is in Gunn Glade just before

Scadbury Drive. We hope you enjoy searching for the other 8.

The 180 acres of common land in Chislehurst is the backdrop
to our daily lives, and the reason so many of us choose to
live and work here.

In our Newsletters we aim to show just how precious itis - its
biodiversity, its unique habitats, its history - and the work
involved in maintaining it.

Chislehurst Commons is the organisation that has



responsibility for managing the local common land under an
Act of Parliament.

We have two Keepers, Jonathan Harvie, our Head Keeper,
and Peter Edwards, our Assistant Keeper, whose
knowledge and dedication are invaluable. Everyone else
involved in the administration, maintenance and
development of the area does so on a voluntary basis.

The Act made no provision for funding, and we depend on
donations and our wonderful Working Party to enable us to

continue to preserve this precious natural resource.

There is increasing awareness of the interconnection between ourselves and
the natural world, and of the importance of enhancing the biodiversity of our
greenspaces. This was highlighted in the recent television programme by David
Attenborough, “Extinction”. This has always been a focus for Chislehurst

Commons, and there are many examples of the diverse flora and fauna to be



seen across the Commons throughout the year.

With autumn upon us, it's worth taking a closer look at ivy as it bursts into

flower, while many other plants die back. The green flowers offer a late pollen
and nectar feast to many insects, and you are likely to see bees, wasps,
hoverflies and other less familiar insects feeding. Take a close look at the bees.
There’s a good chance you’ll see some rather striking sandy yellow stripy ones
with ginger hair, like this one seen on ivy flowers near Rush Pond. This is an ivy

mining bee (often shortened to ivy bee), Colletes hederae.



The ivy bee only arrived in southern England in 2001, after spreading across

Europe, having been recognized as a new species in 1993. As its name
suggests, it feeds primarily on ivy pollen and nectar. Coincidently, on the day
this photo was taken, Michael Sim, one of the Friends of the Common,

contacted us via info@chislehurstcommons.uk about the identity of some

“‘miner” bees he’d seen on and around the ground of the cockpit.


mailto:info@chislehurstcommons.uk

An examination of the site found lots of small holes in patches of bare earth,

with ivy bees coming and going - true to the “mining” part of its name.

Unlike social honeybees, ivy bees are solitary, with mated females digging a
tunnel with sealed side chambers, each containing a single egg and food
supply of pollen and nectar. The adults will soon die, leaving the larvae to
pupate in the chambers and emerge next year in time for the ivy flowers. If you
come across any other nest sites on the Common, please do let us know

at info@chislehurstcommons.uk
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In another example of our commitment to enhancing biodiversity, a small group
of our Volunteers has been working with St. Nicholas CE Primary School to
develop a wildflower garden in the strip of land next to the school, facing St.
Michael’'s. After an initial survey to find out what was already growing there,
most of the grass that had invaded the bed was removed to make space for

new planting.



The 180 acres of Chislehurst Commons are valuable as a habitat locally and

nationally. The soil is poor and was no good for farming, so it has never been
ploughed or fertilised, and supports its own unique ecosystem of plants and
insect life. It is important not to upset the balance of life by importing plants that
may be invasive, so only plants already growing elsewhere on the common
have been added. Some have been transplanted, and seeds have been
gathered from others and spread. There are now some labels in the bed so you

can see the range of plants that have been established there so far.



Our wonderful Volunteer Working Party was at Prickend Pond last week,

cutting the reeds, lifting the canopy of overhanging trees, clearing saplings that

have sprouted in the pond and carrying out general maintenance tasks.



Again, there is a focus on increasing biodiversity, by marginal planting that will

encourage insects and the creatures, such as birds and bats, that feed on
them. To add to the bank of flowering plants at the High Street end of the pond,
some have been transplanted from the Overflow Glade, and seeds from the
grass mown on Centre Common have been spread there. Some of the new
planting is already extending out onto the bed of the pond exposed by recent

low water levels.



Plans for the new access path to the seat by the ditch, parallel to the High

Street, as detailed in our last Newsletter, are progressing. They are currently
with the Planning Department of the London Borough of Bromley, and we hope
that work can begin before the end of the year.



The onset of cooler weather brings the gulls to Prickend Pond. This is a juvenile

Herring Gull. Our monthly bird count at the pond last week recorded four Black-
headed gulls. We expect this number to rise to three figures over the winter,
until they disperse at the end of February to breed elsewhere. Perhaps East to
the Thames estuary.

And finally .........



This little bird, photographed on the island at Rush Pond, presented an

identification problem. Is it a Chiffchaff or a Willow Warbler? We believe it to be

a Chiffchaff because of its dark-coloured legs and dumpy shape.

Our 180 acres at the heart of Chislehurst already host an amazing variety of
wildlife. We will continue to preserve and maintain it, while also working to

enhance the biodiversity.

There is more information about the wildlife of the commons
in the “Out and About guides” available under the Activities

tab on our website www.chislehurstcommons.uk
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Click here for a direct link.

You can catch up on any missed newsletters by clicking here

Thanks for the photos in this Newsletter to Don Drage, Peter

Edwards, Kevin Jennings, Ross Wearn and Mary Wheeler.

Thanks also to the Editorial Team — Kevin Jennings, Christine

Wearn, Ross Wearn and Mary Wheeler.

Chislehurst Commons are proud to display the Green

Flag Award logo.
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If you would care to donate, please click here

or donate online here
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