Out and About on Chislehurst Commons –
Family Leaf Hunt

Key
The Old Fire Station – offices
of Chislehurst Commons.
The War Memorial.
The Cockpit.
Hangman’s Corner.
Monument to the Prince
Imperial.
The May Queen site.
The Cricket Ground.

Leaves are fascinating – all different shapes, sizes, colours, and textures - and
a leaf hunt is great fun. Look for leaves that have interesting edges, more than
one colour and different lengths of stalk.
When you have made your collection, you can use the leaves to make amazing
works of Art.

A bit of Leafy Science.
All living creatures need energy to grow and stay healthy. Trees make their
own “food”, using the chlorophyll in their leaves and light from the sun, along
with water and carbon dioxide from the air.
In autumn, the leaves begin to lose the green chlorophyll, and other colours
show through. The leaves fall and, over time, they gradually decay and enrich
the earth around the tree.
Some trees such as Holly and Yew are evergreens, and their leaves are green
all the time. They lose their leaves a few at a time all year round.

They are all around us on the woodland floor of Chislehurst Common, so start
looking!

Here are some to start you off.

Beech

Oak

Sycamore

Chestnut

Ash

Lime

Holly

Silver Birch

Now you can use your collection to make some Artwork.

British artist, Andy Goldsworthy, makes images outdoors using natural
materials like leaves, which he then photographs. Perhaps you could use your
leaves to make a picture of your own, like the one below.

Here are some more ideas to try.

Leaf Rubbing.
•
•
•
•

Place your leaf or leaves on a hard surface, with the underside upwards.
Cover with a sheet of thin paper and attach it to the surface with sticky
tape to stop it moving about while you work.
Using the side of a wax crayon, rub across the paper, pressing down on
the leaf so that the pattern of the veins appears on the paper.
You can make it more interesting by using more than one colour.

Leaf Printing
•
•

You will need some paint and a piece of paper that is a bit absorbent,
like sugar paper or a paper bag.
Paint the underside of the leaf.

•

Turn it over and press it onto the paper. Rub across it with your hand to
press the paint onto the paper.

Preserve your leaf by covering it with cover film. This can be a bit tricky so try
one leaf at first.

Or you could use a scanner to take a picture and use it to make a birthday card
for someone.

Enjoy being creative in the woodland!

Chislehurst Commons is the organisation with responsibility for
managing the 180 acres of local common land under an Act of
Parliament.
We have two Keepers, Jonathan Harvie, our Head Keeper, and Peter
Edwards, our Assistant Keeper, whose knowledge and dedication are
invaluable. Everyone else involved in the administration, maintenance
and development of the area does so on a voluntary basis.
The Act made no provision for funding, and we depend on donations
and our wonderful Working Party to enable us to continue to preserve
this precious natural resource.

Would you like to be a true friend of the Commons? You can
donate via our website - www.chislehurstcommons.uk
Thank you!

