Out and About on Chislehurst Commons –
Butterfly Hotspots

Key
The Old Fire Station –
offices of Chislehurst
Commons.
The War Memorial.
The Cockpit.
Hangman’s Corner/
Monument to the Prince
Imperial
The May Queen site.
The Cricket Ground.

Butterfly spotting is not as easy as it sounds. They are constantly on the
move, females and males may differ in appearance, upper and undersides of
wings may have different colours and markings, and they avoid dull, wet or
windy days.
However, it is well worth the effort. What could be more relaxing and uplifting
on a still, bright day than watching butterflies flitting across the grasslands of
the common, or along the margins of the woodland?
There are 4 stages in a butterfly’s life-cycle – egg, caterpillar, chrysalis and
adult. Some butterflies, like the Peacock, overwinter as adults, ready to
emerge in spring. Others, for example the Common Blue and the Meadow
Brown, overwinter as caterpillars, and others, such as the Orange Tip and the
Large White, as chrysalides. We leave an area of grassland uncut each autumn
as a refuge for them.
One of the butterflies seen on our common, the Painted Lady, makes an
amazing journey from Africa or Eastern Europe.
More information is available on the Butterfly Conservation website:www.butterfly-conservation.org
To quote from their website, butterflies “are highly sensitive indicators of the
health of the environment and play crucial roles in the food chain as well as
being pollinators of plants”.
There are 59 species of butterfly in Britain, and 22 have been identified
recently on the common.
There are photos of 14 of them below – all taken by Commons volunteer Kevin
Jennings.
The blue dots on the map mark Butterfly Hotspots, but different species have
their preferred food plant, so they won’t all be in the same places. Activity
periods may also vary slightly each year depending on the weather. Some
overwintering butterflies may even be seen flying on warm days in the winter.
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Other butterflies recorded on the common in recent years:•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Large White
Small White
Green-veined White
Small Heath
Ringlet
Small Skipper
Marbled White
Purple Hairstreak

This Purple Hairstreak was photographed in July 2020 by Assistant Keeper,
Peter Edwards. Although common in Oak woodland, they are difficult to see
because they spend most of their life high in the canopy of the trees.

Chislehurst Commons is the organisation with responsibility for
managing the 180 acres of local common land under an Act of
Parliament.
We have two Keepers, Jonathan Harvie, our Head Keeper, and
Peter Edwards, our Assistant Keeper, whose knowledge and
dedication are invaluable. Everyone else involved in the
administration, maintenance and development of the area does so
on a voluntary basis.
The Act made no provision for funding, and we depend on
donations and our wonderful Working Party to enable us to
continue to preserve this precious natural resource.

Would you like to be a true friend of the Commons? You
can donate via our website www.chislehurstcommons.uk
Thank you!

