It is an amazing 15 weeks since we started bringing you weekly news and

views from our beautiful and varied 180 acres. Just as our world has changed



in that time, the natural world has responded to the changing seasons.

The Arum Lily — Lords and Ladies, as it is also known — in April (left), and its

seed head now in June (right).






Herb Bennett in flower in the woodland in May (upper), and the reddish, hooked

seeds in June (lower).

Life is gradually becoming less restrictive, and we know that many of you will
be out and about on the common. This will be our last weekly Newsletter for the
moment. However, we are developing some information and activity sheets,
including some for families, which we hope will enhance your enjoyment of our

varied habitats and wildlife.

The first of these are available now on our website
at www.chislehurstcommons.uk, and we will be adding to them over the next

few weeks.


https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3D0de38703b9%26e%3Dab784cab69&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cf91e898824d8442b051808d81bf194a7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637290071676837222&sdata=hoGoP%2FlwE8Zf%2BYOHunS8zMSpIbV2Xc4TRIEc3BjUbe8%3D&reserved=0

Click here for a direct link.



https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3D37cf7b7376%26e%3Dab784cab69&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cf91e898824d8442b051808d81bf194a7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637290071676847216&sdata=hgGwZbUGyuC0DW8jxsG4Frb45V86857509uMQyPUWQA%3D&reserved=0




There is still much to see and enjoy as we head on into July, and we will keep
in touch with you monthly from now on. This is Knapweed currently in flower

across the grasslands of Centre Common.

Chislehurst Commons Needs More Friends!

We know how valuable and important the common land in
Chislehurst has been to so many of you in the recent difficult

and uncertain times.

The 180 acres is the backdrop to our daily lives, and the

reason so many of us choose to live and work here.

We hope that over the past 15 weeks we have shown you
aspects of the area — its biodiversity, its unique habitats, its
history, and the work involved in maintaining it — that show

just how precious it is.

Chislehurst Commons is the organisation with responsibility
for managing the local common land under an Act of
Parliament.



We have two Keepers, Jonathan Harvie, our Head Keeper,
and Peter Edwards, our Assistant Keeper, whose knowledge
and dedication are invaluable. Everyone else involved in the
administration, maintenance and development of the area

does so on a voluntary basis.

The Act made no provision for funding, and we depend on
donations and our wonderful Working Party to enable us to

continue to preserve this precious natural resource.

Will you be a true friend of the Commons? You can
donate now by cheque or via the Donate link at the end
of this Newsletter.

Thank you!



Our Volunteers are now back at work in small groups, with extra hygiene

measures, and with tasks that comply with social-distancing. There will be

much for them to do after the three months’ lockdown.



This Coot was pictured last week at Prickend Pond on a new nest. Coots often

have two families in a season.






All the wildflowers of the common attract butterflies and insects. This Brown

Argus was identified for the first time on Chislehurst Common last year.

A young fox enjoying the sunshine in Dabner’s Glade on St. Paul’s Cray

Common.



And finally ......... news from our nest boxes.




The breeding cycle for our blue tits is over for this season.

Nests are usually built in April by the female.

She lays an egg a day in May until she is happy with the size of the clutch, and
then begins incubation.

Two weeks later, the eggs hatch at around the same time.

The chicks are fed on caterpillars, and each can eat a hundred a day.

The chicks are ready to leave the nest box within 18 to 21 days, in early June.
They stay with their parents, who continue to feed them until they become
independent.

Only a third of young blue tits will survive their first year, but the lucky ones are
able to breed in the spring following their fledging.



Once in the great outdoors, the fledgling still needs parental attention until it

can fend for itself.

We will be back in a month. In the meantime, we hope you continue to enjoy
our beautiful commons, the vibrant and precious centre of life in Chislehurst,

now, in the past, and for the future.

You can catch up on any missed newsletters by clicking here



https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchislehurstcommons.us16.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D547e176b9fa7be4171030f69b%26id%3D1a64dd82e5%26e%3Dab784cab69&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cf91e898824d8442b051808d81bf194a7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637290071676857210&sdata=z1lr%2Fwa%2BJvkaR1wtP9KBPoWUPxqARdsWIb8RPRetsho%3D&reserved=0

Thanks for this week’s photos to Don Drage, Peter Edwards, Kevin
Jennings, John Stiles, Ross Wearn and Mary Wheeler.

Chislehurst Commons are proud to display the Green

Flag Award logo.

If you would care to donate, please click here

or donate online here
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