We hope that you and your families are keeping safe and well during the
current pandemic. We will continue to bring you news and views from the
180 acres of common land here in Chislehurst, so that, while outside




activities are limited, you can still enjoy the amazing biodiversity on your

doorstep.







Amid the uncertainty of these times, the natural world continues its annual
cycle, and, all around us, here in Chislehurst, spring is in the air. The woodland
is bright with fresh green leaves. On verges and the margins of the woodland,

grasses and wildflowers such as Cow Parsley and Garlic Mustard grow ever

taller and more lush. Bird song lifts our spirits.




Chislehurst Commons is a registered charity with no guaranteed
funding. We depend on donations and our wonderful Working Party
Volunteers to enable us to continue to maintain and develop our

precious local common land.

The Working Party is currently suspended, but the Volunteers have been very
busy in recent years developing the biodiversity of the woodland by removing
holly, a native plant but very invasive. It forms dense thickets, blocking the

sunlight and preventing any other plants from growing.

A variety of plants and animals make their home in the woodland.



New Trees.

Saplings like these young hawthorns are already beginning to colonise the
open ground. A healthy woodland needs a variety of trees of different heights
and ages.



Grey Squirrel.

With their bright eyes and bushy tails, these are a familiar sight, whisking up to
the treetops, and jumping from branch to branch. However, they were
introduced to the UK in the 19™ Century and have had a devastating effect on
the native red squirrel, which now only survives where there are no greys. They
can also cause damage in the woodland by stripping bark from trees. Grey
squirrels do not hibernate but become less active in colder weather.



Nuthatch.

In summer, these birds live on invertebrates which they find in tree trunks and
branches. In winter they feed on seeds and nuts, some of which they store in
crevices in trees. They can be seen scurrying about the tree, often descending
headfirst.



’ ,

Speckled Wood.

This butterfly flits along the edges of the woodland in the dappled sunlight.
They often settle in a sunny spot, but feed in the tree tops.



It's Bluebell Time!

Most of our trees have grown up in the last 100 or so years, and Bluebells
prefer an older woodland, However, they are beginning to establish themselves
here, and this spring there are patches of blue all over the 180 acres, a joyful
and uplifting sight.

Thanks this week to Don Drage, Peter Edwards, Kevin Jennings,
Ross Wearn and Mary Wheeler for the photos.




During this difficult time, we will do our best to continue our work of

maintaining the Commons and developing their biodiversity, so that

they continue to be a valuable asset for us all.

If you know someone who would like to receive this Newsletter,

please ask them to email us at contactus@chislehurstcommons.uk.
Please note Due to data protection laws we cannot accept their email

address from you.

Chislehurst Commons are proud to display the Green

Flag Award logo.
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If you would care to donate, please click here

or donate online here
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