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As the country remains in lockdown, with all the current worry and uncertainty,
the 180 acres of common land here in Chislehurst remain at the heart of our
community. As they have been for over 1000 years, through the good times of
history and the bad, a valuable asset for the community and a reminder of our
rural heritage.



We hope you are keeping safe and well. We will continue to bring
you news and views so that, while outdoor activities are restricted,

you can enjoy the natural world around you.

The 180 acres of Chislehurst Commons were the common land of the local



manors and, in the past, the parishioners of Chislehurst had traditional rights to
collect firewood, nuts and berries and medicinal herbs, and to graze their
animals. However, the common has always been here for the benefit of all, and
people could only use it for the one or two animals - sheep, pigs, cows, horses
and poultry - that they kept for their own use. In 1821, for example, when the
landlord of the Bull’s Head turned out between 200 and 300 sheep, he was

called before the local court and fined.

Since 1888, the land has been protected by an Act of Parliament. This
established a management Board, now known as Chislehurst Commons, with
responsibility for ensuring that it is maintained and preserved for present and

future generations, within the guidelines set out in the Act.



The area looked different then, more like this view across the Overflow Glade,

and was mostly covered with grass, gorse, bracken, brambles and heather. As
grazing ceased towards the end of the 19" Century, saplings sprang up, and
the common we know today, with all its wonderful biodiversity, gradually
developed.

Chislehurst Commons is a registered charity with no guaranteed
funding. We depend on donations and our wonderful Working Party
Volunteers to enable us to continue to maintain and develop our
precious local common land.




A view along Prince Imperial footpath towards the Cricket Ground.



A song thrush singing in the early morning in the Overflow Glade. A truly life-

enhancing sight and sound.



Arum Lilies or “Lords and Ladies” or “Cuckoo Pint” or “Jack-in-the-Pulpit” as

they are also known. They have bright red berries. It is best not to touch this

plant because, beautiful as it is, it can irritate the skin.



A Holly Blue butterfly. This photo was taken on the heathland on St. Paul’s

Cray Common. It emerges in early spring and tends to fly higher, around
shrubs and bushes, than the Common Blue.






Honesty, also known as “Moonwort”, abounds on the common at this time of
year. It has transparent, disc-shaped seeds in autumn that give it another

name, “Money Plant”.

And finally .........






Most of our trees have grown up in the last 100 years or so, but there are a few
older ones, like this veteran on St. Paul's Cray Common. The marks on the
bark seem like a face looking out at us from across the years, with rather a
puzzled expression. Many pigs will have rootled about under its spreading

branches!

Thanks for this week’s photos to Don Drage, Peter Edwards, Kevin

Jennings , Ross Wearn and Mary Wheeler.

During this difficult time, we will do our best to continue our work of

maintaining the Commons and developing their biodiversity, so that

they continue to be a valuable asset for us all.

If you know someone who would like to receive this Newsletter,

please ask them to email us at contactus@chislehurstcommons.uk.

Please note. Due to data protection laws we cannot accept their

email address from you.



mailto:contactus@chislehurstcommons.uk?subject=Please%20may%20I%20join%20your%20mailing%20list%3F&body=My%20email%20address%20is%20

Chislehurst Commons are proud to display the Green

Flag Award logo.

If you would care to donate, please click here

or donate online here
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