
 

Out and About on Chislehurst Commons – 
20 birds you may see or hear. 
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The Old Fire Station – offices 
of Chislehurst Commons. 
The War Memorial. 
The Cockpit. 
Hangman’s Corner. 
Monument to the Prince 
Imperial. 
The May Queen site. 
The Cricket Ground. 

 

 



 

Bird watching is a fascinating pastime, whether in the garden, street or in the 

varied habitats of our local common land. Their characteristic movements as 

they flit from branch to branch, or busy themselves looking for food, provide 

endless pleasure and entertainment. We wonder at their markings and colours, 

and the ease with which they take to the air. 

 

Bird populations are generally in decline, due to factors such as climate 

change, loss of habitats and human activities, but the woodlands, heathlands, 

grasslands and wetlands of Chislehurst Commons provide food, shelter, 

nesting sites and space for a variety of species. 

 

The different birds you may see or hear have varied lifestyles. Some prefer the 

sanctuary of the woodland, some need open ground to find their food of worms 

and insects, others are found on the margins of the ponds. Some are shy and 

difficult to see, others like Carrion Crows and Magpies are much bolder. Some 

birds are summer migrants, arriving in spring and leaving in the autumn; some 

are winter migrants, arriving in the autumn and leaving in spring. All are part of 

the rich biodiversity of Chislehurst Commons. 

 

The proximity of other green spaces is important to the survival of many 

species, so we are fortunate in Chislehurst to have Scadbury Nature Reserve, 

the National Trust land in Petts Wood, Chislehurst Commons and Chislehurst 

Recreation Ground so near to each other.  This enables wildlife to roam over 

wider areas in search of food.  

 

The following 20 birds have been seen seen and photographed recently on 

Chislehurst Commons, but there are many others to spot on a walk through the 

different habitats. 

 

It is often difficult to spot birds even when you can hear them. 

The RSPB website has information on how to identify birdsong, and 

information on other aspects of bird behaviour –  

www.rspb.org.uk 

 

 

Happy Bird Watching! 

http://www.rspb.org.uk/
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Blackcap 
 

 
                                     Photo - Kevin Jennings 

 
                                      Photo - Peter Edwards 

 

The Blackcap is mainly a summer visitor from Germany and north-east 
Europe, but an increasing number are now over-wintering here.  
The male has a black cap and the female’s is chestnut  brown. 
They feed on insects, caterpillars and berries. 
They make a cup-shaped nest in shrubs and hedges and lay 4 to 5 eggs from 
late April to June. 
 

Did you know ...........? 
 

• The Blackcap is also known as the “Northern Nightingale” 
because of its melodious warbling. 

• Blackcaps are particularly fond of mistletoe berries, and 
help to spread the seeds by wiping them onto tree 
branches. 

 



                                            

 
Blue Tit 

 

 

                                                                                       Photo – Peter Edwards 
 

Blue Tits are familiar birds of parks and woodlands and have adapted to 
living near people. They visit bird tables and will use nest boxes, but they 
need access to a supply of caterpillars to feed to the babies. They also eat 
spiders, insects, fruit and seeds. 
 
In woodland they prefer to nest in crevices and cracks in trees and lay 7 to 
14 eggs, which take about 14 days to hatch. The male brings the female food 
during this time. 
 
In winter, they form flocks and search the area for sources of food. 

Did you know ...........? 
 

• Like most birds, Blue Tits can see UV light and their blue 
cap glows brightly in UV light.   

 

 
 



 
                                                                                  

 
Carrion Crow 

 

 
                                                                                                  Photo – Don Drage 

 
 

Carrion Crows are glossy black birds with an all-black beak and legs. They 
have a hoarse croaking call.  They use twigs, rags and anything they can 
find to make large solitary nests at the top of tall bushes or trees and lay 3 to 
4 eggs.  
They resemble Rooks, but are more solitary and are usually seen alone or in pairs. 
They do not have the feathery “trousers” of the Rook. 
 
They feed on dead animals, invertebrates and grain, but will take eggs or 
chicks from nests when they have young to satisfy. 

 
Did you know ...........? 
 

• Although they tend to be solitary, Crows from 
neighbouring territories may work together to fight off 
intruders. 
 

 



 

 
Chaffinch 

 

 
 

                                                                                    Photo – Peter Edwards 

The chaffinch is a familiar bird of gardens, woodland and farmland. 

The male has a blue-grey crown, brown back and pink breast, while females 
are brown with white shoulder patches and wing bars. Their nests are round 
and delicately constructed with spiders’ webs, moss and grass, then lined 
with feathers. 4 or 5 eggs are laid. 

In the breeding season they feed their young with invertebrates, especially 
caterpillars, but they also forage for seeds. 

 

Did you know ...........? 

• Historically chaffinches were popular as caged birds 
because of their powerful song and variety of calls. 

 

 
 



 

Chiff Chaff 
 

 
 

                                                                      Photo – Kevin Jennings          
 

Although some Chiff Chaffs are now resident all year round, most arrive 
from Africa from the end of February onwards.  
 
They are one of our smallest birds. They feed on insects and invertebrates, 
although they may eat seeds and berries in winter. 
They build their nests in holes on or near the ground among brambles or 
nettles, and line it with feathers. 5 to 6 eggs are laid, and there may be two 
broods each year. 
 
The Chiff Chaff sings its name – chiff chaff chiff chaff. 

 

Did you know ...........? 
 

• A Chiff Chaff weighs less than a £1 coin but migrates as 
far as sub-Saharan Africa. 
 

 



 

 

Feral Pigeon 
 

 
 

                                                              Photo - Peter Edwards 

 
Pigeons have adapted to urban life and are widespread in towns and cities. 
They are sociable birds and gather in flocks. 

Pigeons mate for life and share the parenting of their one or two chicks. They 
both feed the chicks ‘pigeon milk’ – a secretion from the lining of the crop 
produced by both sexes.  

They eat seeds and berries, but also scavenge food scraps. 

Did you know ...........? 
 

• Pigeons can be trained to recognise themselves in a 
mirror. 

• Pigeons can fly at altitudes up to and beyond 6000 feet, 
and at an average speed of 77.6 mph. The fastest recorded 
speed is 92.5 mph. 

 



 

 
Goldcrest 

 

 
 

                                                                               Photo – Kevin Jennings 
 
          

The Goldcrest, with its bright golden crown, is the UK’s smallest bird, being 
9cms long and weighing just 6 g. There is a resident population, but large 
numbers of migrants arrive in autumn from Scandinavia.  
 
They live in woodland, and feed on small insects and spiders. 
 
They make dainty nests from moss, spiders’ webs and lichen. Up to 12 eggs 
are laid. 

 
 

 

Did you know ...........? 
 

• The Goldcrest often hangs upside down to take food from 
the undersides of branches. 
 

 
 
 



                           

 

Great Spotted Woodpecker 
 

 
 

                                                                                          Photo – Don Drage 
 

The sound of the Great Spotted Woodpecker drilling into dead wood can be 
heard through the woodland. 

They use their strong beaks to hammer holes in tree bark so they can extract 
insects, caterpillars, beetles and their larvae, and spiders. They also eat seeds 
and nuts and will take young chicks from nests.  

The drumming sound is a way of marking their territory. Great Spotted 
Woodpeckers nest in holes that they excavate in trees, and 4 to 6 eggs are 
laid. 

 
 

 

Did you know ...........? 
• Great Spotted Woodpeckers can extend their sticky 

tongues 40 mm beyond their bill, so they can reach 
insects deep in a tree. 
 

 



 

Green Woodpecker 
 

 
 

                                                                                             Photo – Don Drage  
 

Green Woodpeckers rarely drum on trees like other woodpeckers. They feed 
mainly on ants and are more often seen on the ground. They dig into the earth 
with their strong beaks and suck the ants out with their extraordinarily long 
tongues.  
They nest in holes in trees which they dig out themselves. 4 to 6 eggs are 
usually laid. 
 
Although they have a loud, laughing call, they are shy birds, and fly away if 
approached. 

 

                                                                                                 
 

Did you know ...........? 
 

• Green Woodpeckers are the largest of the three breeding 
woodpecker species found in the UK. 
 

                                           



 

 
Grey Wagtail 

 

 
 

                                                                                       Photo – Don Drage 

 
Grey Wagtails are found near fast-flowing rivers, but they also regularly visit 
the ponds on Chislehurst Commons, where they can find midges, ants, 
snails, and aquatic invertebrates to eat.  

They nest in holes and crevices lined with moss and twigs and lay 3 to 6 
eggs. 

They have a low, bobbing flight, and make sharp, chipping calls. 

 

 

Did you know ...........? 

• In summer Grey Wagtails can be found in the hills 
of the UK, but in winter they migrate to lowland 
areas. 

 
 



  

House Sparrow 
 

 
                                                                                          Photo – Don Drage 

 
House Sparrows like to live near people, and, although their numbers have 
decreased in the UK by an estimated 71% since 1977, they are still a 
common resident of town and country. 
 
The photo shows a female. Males have a grey cap, black bib, and chestnut 
wings, which they display to attract the female. 
 
They live in colonies and nest in cavities in buildings or among ivy or other 
bushes. Both parents incubate the 3 to 5 eggs and care for the young. They 
feed on grains, nuts and scraps. 
 
 

 

 

 

Did you know ...........? 
 

• House Sparrows have colonised every continent except 
Antarctica, and are the most widespread birds in the 
world. 
 



 
                                                                                                     

 

Jay 
 

 
                                                                    Photo – Don Drage 

                                                               

Jays are shy birds of the woodland and are difficult to spot. They have a 
screeching call which can be heard particularly when they are on the move.  

They feed on acorns and often bury them for later, although they also eat 
berries and nuts, and take eggs and chicks from nests. 

They mate for life and build large untidy nests of twigs fairly high up in tall 
trees. 4 to 5 eggs are laid. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Did you know ...........? 

• Jays mimic the songs of other birds. 

• Jays can store as many as 3,000 acorns in a winter. 

 

 



 

 

Long-tailed Tit 
 

 

                                                      Photo – Peter Edwards 
 

 

The Long-tailed Tit is a dainty bird with a tail that is longer than its body. They 
inhabit hedgerows and woodland and are often seen, particularly in winter, in noisy 
flocks flitting through trees and bushes in search of spiders, caterpillars and 
insects. They are rarely still. 
 
They make dome-shaped nests in bushes or the fork of a tree, using lichen, 
moss, feathers, and the cocoons from spiders’ eggs. Over 1500 feathers can 
be used to line the nest.  6 to 8 eggs are laid. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Did you know ...........? 

 

• As they are so small, Long-tailed Tits are at risk in cold 
weather and huddle together at night for warmth. 



 

 

Magpie 
 

 
                                                                                          Photo – Don Drage 

 
Magpies are omnivorous. They forage for insects on grassland, but will also 
take eggs and chicks from nests, and scavenge from bins.  
They flutter awkwardly across the ground but are agile in the woodland. 
They are sociable birds, and often travel in flocks. They are noisy with a 
raucous call. 
The males help the females build a nest, and about 6 eggs are laid. 
 
 

 

 

 

Did you know ...........? 

• They collect all kinds of objects, particularly shiny ones, to 
decorate their nests. 

• Magpies are intelligent birds and can remember where they 
hide things. For example, they will hide excess food for later. 

 



 

 

 

Nuthatch 
 

 
                                                                             Photo – Peter Edwards     

 

The nuthatch is a small bird, about 14cms long, which can be seen on tree 
trunks, or underneath branches. 
 
They have long pointed beaks and resemble a small woodpecker. They feed 
on insects, seeds, and nuts such as beechnuts.  
 
Nuthatches nest in holes in trees or abandoned nests and lay up to 13 eggs. 
The adults rarely travel far from the woods where they were hatched. 
 

 

Did you know ...........? 
 

• Nuthatches often come down tree trunks headfirst, clinging 
on with their strong toes. 

 

 

  
                                                                                                             



 

 

 

 
Redwing 

 

 
                                                                                   Photo – Kevin Jennings 

 
Redwings, the UK’s smallest thrushes, are winter visitors. They have a 
distinctive creamy strip above the eye and red flank patches.  
 
They travel across the North Sea from Scandinavia and Russia in autumn to 
feed on berries and fruit here, or further south in Europe. Flocks can be seen 
stripping the fruit from bushes and hedgerows.  
 

 

Did you know ...........? 
 

• Redwings migrate at night. You may hear their soft 
“seep, seep” call as they pass overhead. 
 

In spring they fly off to their northern breeding grounds. Some birds 
returning from southern Europe stop off in Britain to feed before continuing 
their journey. 

 



 
Ring-necked Parakeet 

 

 
                                                                           Photo – Ross Wearn 

 
The Ring-necked Parakeet was a popular cage bird in Victorian times, but, 
due to escapes or releases, they are now established across England, but 
particularly in Greater London where they started to breed in 1969. 
 
They live in large noisy flocks. They feed on fruit, berries, nuts seeds and 
grain, but have adapted to scavenge for household scraps, even meat. 
 

 
Did you know ...........? 
 

• Ring-necked Parakeets are able to mimic human speech 
and can be taught to say words or phrases. 
 

They nest in holes, often taking over old woodpecker nesting sites. 2 to 4 
eggs are laid and both parents care for the chicks. 

 
 



 

 

Robin 
 

 
                                               Photo – Ross Wearn 

 

 
                             

The characteristic song of the robin rings out through the woodland all year 
round. They are fiercely territorial, but, during the breeding season, the 
female is allowed into the male's territory where she makes a nest of dead 
leaves, moss and hair. 4 to 6 eggs are laid. 
Males and females look alike, but juveniles are speckled brown. 

Robins eat seeds, fruits, insects, worms and other invertebrates. 

 
 

Did you know ...........? 

 

• Robins often nest in the oddest of places, such as plant 
pots, old wellies and shelves. 

• Victorian postmen were nicknamed “Robin Redbreasts” 
because of their red waistcoats. It is thought that this is 
the reason robins became popular on Christmas cards. 

 



  

 

Song Thrush 
 

 
 

                                                                  Photo – Peter Edwards 
 

The Song Thrush is a familiar bird of woodland, gardens and scrub. It has a 
beautiful loud song with repetitive phrases. 

Thrushes make a mud-lined nest, and often produce two or three broods of 
up to 5 blue spotted eggs during a breeding season. 

They feed on worms and fruit, but are particularly known for eating snails 
which they break into by smashing them on a stone. 

 

Did you know ...........? 

• Thrushes in the UK tend to be residents, but 
European thrushes often migrate to Africa. 

 
 



 

 

       

                                                                   

 
Wren 

 

 
                                                                       Photo –Don Drage    

 

           

The Wren is a very small bird measuring just 6-10 cms, but it has a powerful 
voice, and its trilling song rings out through the woodland.  
 
Wrens eat spiders, insects, and seeds, and forage through undergrowth 
close to the ground. 
 
In the breeding season, the male builds a selection of domed nests from 
moss and twigs for the female to choose from when she comes into his 
territory. Once a nest is chosen, it is lined, and 5 to 7 eggs are laid.  

 

Did you know ...........? 
 

• It is the UK’s most common breeding bird, but it suffers 
in cold winters from the temperature and the lack of 
insects. 
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Chislehurst Commons has responsibility for 
managing the 180 acres of local common land under 

an Act of Parliament. 
 

We have two Keepers, Jonathan Harvie, our Head 
Keeper, and Peter Edwards, our Assistant Keeper, 
whose knowledge and dedication are invaluable. 

Everyone else involved in the administration, 
maintenance and development of the area does so on 

a voluntary basis. 
 

The Act made no provision for funding, and we 
depend on donations and our wonderful Working 

Party to enable us to continue to preserve this 
precious natural resource. 

 
Would you like to be a true friend of the Commons?  

 
You can donate via our website - 

www.chislehurstcommons.uk 
Thank you! 

 

https://www.addtoany.com/share#url=https%3A%2F%2Fonekindplanet.org%2Fanimal%2Fpigeon%2F&title=Pigeon
https://chislehurstcommons.uk/contact-us/donations/

