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As we enter the last month of winter, the days are gradually getting longer and 

the natural world around us responds.  

  



 

 

 

January brought a mixture of weather, as shown in the two photos above – a 

cold but sunny day on the Village Green, and an icy morning at Prickend Pond.  

  

 



 

 

Most recently, heavy rain has filled all our ponds, and the ditches through the 

woodlands are flowing with water – an amazing contrast to the situation five 

months ago when there were concerns over low water levels. These Egyptian 

Geese are paddling at the edge of Rush Pond. 

Whatever the weather, the Common continues to bring pleasure to many of us. 

There is always plenty to see, and the footpaths have been well-used 

throughout the difficulties of the past year, as they have been for centuries. 

 

   

 

 

We are fortunate that over 100 years ago local residents recognised the value 

of our greenspace, and petitioned Parliament to ensure its protection. With 

London sprawling ever further, there were fears that public open spaces would 

disappear altogether. In 1888, due to their efforts, the Act of Parliament was 

passed which established a Management Scheme specifically for Chislehurst 

and St. Paul’s Cray Commons. 

To the present day, successive Boards of Trustees have taken their 

responsibility as custodians of the area seriously. It remains free and open to 



 

all, within the Byelaws, so that everyone can have nature as an accessible part 

of their lives.  

 

   

 

 

  

The Act, however, made no provision for funding. 

  

 

WILL YOU BE A TRUE FRIEND OF THE 

COMMONS?  

  

We rely on the generosity of local people to enable us to 

continue our work. We have two salaried Keepers whose 



 

knowledge, skills and dedication are invaluable. Everyone 

else who works to maintain and develop our beautiful 

commons does so on a voluntary basis. 

  

You can donate via our website at  

 

www.chislehurstcommons.uk 

 

or go to PayPal Giving.  

 

  

 

There are now two additional ways for you to show 

your support for Chislehurst’s common land. 

 

 

 

 

Members of the Co-op can nominate our charity to receive 1p in 

every £ they spend. 

 

https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/47108 
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We are also registered with Amazon Smile. 

  

Visit www.smile.amazon.co.uk instead of the normal Amazon 

website and select Chislehurst Commons, and for everything you 

buy, Amazon will donate 0.5% to help maintain the Commons. This is 

another excellent opportunity to support the greenspace on your 

doorstep. 

THANK YOU! 

  

 

 

Work on the new path is now complete, and we have been very pleased to see 

our plans coming to life. The path leads to an improved seating area, with a 

pebble beach for the ducks and geese. This will enable a wider range of visitors 

to enjoy the pond. However, the bad weather during construction has resulted 

in some damage to the banking. The path will need to remain closed for the 

time being, to allow us to assess the damage and take the necessary remedial 
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action. We are sorry for this delay, but we will open the path as soon as 

possible. 

We are grateful to the Chislehurst Society for helping us to fund this project. 

 

  

 

 

You may have seen notices on an Ash Tree on the May Queen site, near 

Ashfield Lane, giving notice that the tree will soon be felled. This is 

necessary because of serious internal decay which was detected using a 

Resistograph Test. Our annual tree inspections over the years have 

identified a number of trees in high-risk locations, such as by the side of busy 

roads, which are suffering from defects such as fungal growth. These defects 

can be a sign of significant health and stability problems, but sometimes the 

tree can survive for years. It is difficult to know its real condition and what is 

happening inside. After discussions with our tree surgeon last year, we 

trialled Resistograph testing of a small number of these trees to see if it 

could provide a better understanding of their health. The Resistograph tests 

are carried out by a qualified tree surgeon, and involve using a specialist 

piece of equipment which measures the resistance to a fine drill bit as it goes 

into the trunk. Low resistance indicates decay and higher resistance good 



 

quality wood. Of five trees checked in this way, the Ash tree was found to 

have serious internal decay. 

 

  

 



 

 

There is always something to lift the spirits on the Common. These snowdrops, 

a sign of the approach of spring, are already in flower. 

 

   

 

 

Check out the Activities Tab on our Website. 

(Click here for a direct link, or go to 

www,chislehurstcommons.uk) 

• All the Tales displayed through the woodland in December and 

January are there for you to enjoy at your leisure. 

• Our “Out and About” guides have things to look out for on the 

Commons, and activities for families. 

• You can catch up on past Newsletters. 
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A visit to the ponds sometimes brings a surprise. A Mandarin duck was often 

seen on Prickend Pond in the past, but disappeared a year or two ago. The 

duck in the photo was recorded on Rush Pond at our monthly bird count at the 

end of November, but we did not see him at the December count. 

   



 

 

 

However, two males and a female were spotted on the Overflow Pond last 

week. The males are brightly coloured and the females are grey. We wait to 

see whether the Overflow Pond, now full of water, and the surrounding area will 

prove an attractive nesting site for them. 

According to The London Wildlife Trust, “The mandarin duck nests in holes in 

trees, sometimes high up and a long way from the water. Shortly after the 

ducklings hatch, the female flies down and tries to coax the young to jump from 

the nest.”  

 

   

 

And finally, another picture from Nature’s Art gallery. 

  

 



 

 

 

Frost sparkling on ivy leaves. 

   

 

Our Commons are truly amazing – nature, with all its wonders, on 

your doorstep.  

We will continue to preserve and maintain them, while also 

working to increase their biodiversity.  

 

   

  



 

Thanks for the photos in this Newsletter to Don Drage, Peter 

Edwards, Ann Fagan, Jonathan Harvie, Ross Wearn and Mary 

Wheeler. 

  

Thanks also to the Editorial Team – Alan Porter, Christine 

Wearn, Ross Wearn and Mary Wheeler. 

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

Chislehurst Commons are proud to display the Green 

Flag Award logo. 

 

  

If you would care to donate, please click here  

 

or donate online here  
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