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The clocks have gone back and the days are getting shorter, but the trees on 

our wonderful commons are turning to orange and gold. These glorious Lime 

trees are on a strip of common land at Royal Parade. Our commons lie at the 



 

heart of Chislehurst, and seasonal changes bring us all so much joy and 

inspiration even in these uncertain and worrying times. 

 

  

 

 

 

2020 has been a “Mast Year”, a natural phenomenon where trees across the 

country all produce an exceptional crop.  “Mast” is the term used to describe 

the fruit of woodland tees such as Beech and Oak, and this autumn the 

woodland paths across the common have been carpeted with a thick layer of 

acorns.  The abundant harvest may be the result of weather patterns this year, 

with the warm, dry spring and a summer of light rain and warm sun. It has 

certainly provided a feast for squirrels, jays, and wood mice. 

  



 

 

Remembrance Sunday this year is on November 8th. Although the current 

situation means that there will be no formal ceremony this year, the War 

Memorial is a reminder of the tragedy of conflict. 

 

It stands on common land, and was placed in the care of the Trustees following 

the unveiling ceremony on 17th October 1920. The designer, Sir Reginald 

Bloomfield, chose the site so that the cross would catch the sun’s rays at just 

the right angle. It had been funded by public donations. 

 

A poignant aspect of the story is that there was no official list of casualties to 

refer to for names to be inscribed, so the War Memorial Committee had to rely 

on local knowledge and information from families. Notices were sent to the 



 

“District Times” and displayed in the porches of places of worship, asking for 

names to be put forward. The Committee agreed unanimously that they should 

be inscribed in alphabetical order without rank, regiment, or honour. 

 

Coolings Nurseries kindly provide plants to go round the base through the year, 

and our Keepers tend them. They planted the polyanthus in the photo last 

month. 

 

   

 

Chislehurst Commons Needs More Friends – a 

reminder that we rely on your generosity to fund our 

work.   

  

The 180 acres of common land in Chislehurst is the backdrop 

to our daily lives, and the reason so many of us choose to 

live and work here. 

In our Newsletters we aim to show just how precious it is - its 

biodiversity, its unique habitats, its history - and the work 

involved in maintaining it. 

 

Chislehurst Commons has responsibility for managing the 

local common land under an Act of Parliament, which 

established a Scheme of Management for it.  

 



 

We have two Keepers, Jonathan Harvie, our Head Keeper, 

and Peter Edwards, our Assistant Keeper, whose 

knowledge and dedication are invaluable. Everyone else 

involved in the administration, maintenance and 

development of the area does so on a voluntary basis. 

The Act made no provision for funding, and we depend on 

donations and our wonderful Working Party to enable us to 

continue to preserve this precious natural resource. 

 

Will you be a true friend of the Commons? You can 

donate now by cheque or via the Donate link at the end 

of this Newsletter. 

Thank you! 

 

  

 

 



 



 

 

At this time of year we usually have an exhibition at the Old Chapel, 

showcasing the varied aspects of the commons. As it is not possible to have it 

indoors this year, we have brought it outdoors into the woodland. 20 panels 

relating “Tales from the Commons” are displayed through the woodland. They 

will be there until Sunday 15th November. We hope you enjoy reading them all. 

 

 

   



 

 

A date for your diary. This year’s Christmas Market, organised by Visit 

Chislehurst, will be on Sunday 29th November from 11 am – 6 pm.  Chislehurst 

High Street will be closed from Prince Imperial Road to the Willow Grove 

junction so that stalls can be spaced out safely. We will be there with holly and 

greenery from the common to decorate your home. Our Christmas cards will 

also be on sale – the latest one is pictured above – so  please come along and 

see us. You can also buy the cards at Paper Lane in Chislehurst High Street. 



 

 

   

 

 

 

Although we associate holly with bright red berries, look out for this yellow-

berried one along Prince Imperial footpath. 

 

   



 

 

 

As part of our plans to improve the appearance and biodiversity of Prickend 

Pond, our Keepers and some Volunteers took  plants out to the island on 

Friday.  Two hawthorn saplings and some shrubs – dogwood, guelder rose and 

rose –  have now been planted on the island and some sedges, reeds and 

other plants put into the coir rolls around the edge. The saplings, sedges and 

reeds were transplanted from elsewhere on the common. We decided not to 

plant more willows because they need a lot of water and climate change may 

mean more hot, dry weather. We hope that the hawthorns will prove more 

hardy. Our Keepers fashioned the rafts, to ferry the tools and plants, from a 

plastic barrel. 

 

   



 

 

 

Despite the recent dull weather, our wonderful band of Volunteers have been 

busy at work as usual. Some have been on holly clearance on St. Paul’s Cray 

Common, and one group clearing the reed bed at Prickend Pond. This was 

developed about 10 years ago to help clean the rain water from the surrounding 

roads before it goes into the pond.  Railway sleepers were put in to hold the 

water back, so that sediments could fall to the bottom. The reeds also help to 

take out excess pollutants. However, the bed gradually silts up and needs 

digging out – a muddy but satisfying task.  

 

   



 

 

Some more exciting news from our beautiful, biodiverse commons! In 2018 we 

received reports that a kingfisher had been sighted on Rush Pond. It spent the 

winter with us, but we were disappointed when it disappeared during the 

summer. However, it returned in the winter of 2019, left again this summer, but 

is now back here again. It is difficult to spot but, once seen, the flash of 

turquoise is unmistakeable. 



 

 

   

 

 

 

In a moment in time captured at Rush Pond, these two coots seem to be 

running on the water as they chase across the pond. 

   

   

 

  

And finally .........    

  

 



 



 

 

Early morning frost on bracken - another example from Nature’s Art Gallery. 

  

Our Commons truly are amazing – nature with all its wonders, on your 

doorstep! 

 

We will continue to preserve and maintain it, while also working to increase 

its biodiversity.  

   

 

 

 

There are some ideas for activities with autumn leaves in our 

“Out and About guides” available under the Activities tab on 

our website   www.chislehurstcommons.uk 

Click here for a direct link. 

  

 

 

You can catch up on any missed newsletters by clicking here  

 

 

 

 

Thanks for the photos in this Newsletter to Don Drage, Peter 

Edwards, Kevin Jennings, and Mary Wheeler. 

  

Thanks also to the Editorial Team – Christine Wearn and Mary 

Wheeler. 
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Chislehurst Commons are proud to display the Green 

Flag Award logo. 

 

  

If you would care to donate, please click here  

 

or donate online here  
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